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Student Achievement In District 87 Is On The Rise

Student achievement in 1 Over 82% of District 87 students met or et The average ACT score exceeded the

)t\ Bloomington Public ceeded the lllinois Learning Standards in benchmark score of 21 in Reading, Math
Schools is at an all time Reading and Math. and Science.
hlgh in many grade levelsy In Science, 86% of the students met or ex- Teachers use a variety of tests, assignments,
The lllinois Standards ceeded the standards. checklists, and informal ways to learn about

Achievement Test (ISAT) T Students in grades 4, 6 and 7 achieved alOOOA AT 008 OOOAT COEO AT A TA
is a state test that is designed to assess how  time highs in Reading while students in  information to plan daily instruction. State as-
well schools teach the standards and how well grades 3 and 8 maintained the strong per-sessments provide a snapshot of school and
individual students can use important skills. formance from the previous year. student success.
Students in grades 38 are tested in Readingl In Math, students in grades 4 and 7 The strong student performance reflects the
and Math in March of each school year. Stu-  achieved all time high rates of proficiency.talent, commitment, and hard work of stu-
dents in grades 4 and 7 are also tested in Sci- Students in 11 grade participate in the Prai- dents, parents, teachers, support staff and ad-
ence. Students receive a score on each test rie State Achievement Exam (PSAE) in April. ministrators. Outstanding Board of Education
that falls into the performance categories of The test includes the ACT test and an addi- leadership and community support also con-

Academic Warning, Below Standards, Meets tional test called the WorkKeys. tribute to the success of District 87 students.

Standards, or Exceeds Standards. 1 The average ACT score for District 87 stuO3 OOAAT 6 AAEEAOAI AT O EAO A
Based on the 2010 lllinois Standards Achieve- dents in their junior year once againex- OET OA O1 AAh 1060 101 AAO T1

ment Test: ceeded the state average. Barry Reilly, Superintendent of Bloomington

Public Schools.
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A Note from the Superintendent of Schools

Greetings District 87 Community Members,

| am proud and honored as | begin my first
year as Superintendent of a district with
such a rich history of student and staff suc-
cess. We look to build on this success as
we continue to focus on several key areas
including student achievement, school
safety, fiscal responsibility, hiring the very
best, and providing high quality facilities for
our students and staff. The 2010-11 school
year is well underway, and we are excited to
serve the needs of over 5,500 students.

The District 87 Board of Education has es-
tablished measurable goals that are tied to
student achievement. Building principals
work with teachers and other staff to ana-
lyze data and provide instruction based on
individual student needs. Now, more than
ever, our teachers have the tools to help
make informed decisions relating to these
individual student needs. We have high ex-
pectations of our students and staff, and |
am very proud of our student success and
the work our principals, teachers and staff
do each and every day to contribute toward
their achievements.

Student safety will always be a top priority
for District 87 Schools. All schools have im-
plemented Positive Behavior Interventions
and Support (PBIS). PBIS is designed to
help all students improve achievement and
behavior, and staff members will continue to
work with students on appropriate behav-
iors. Every school building is equipped with
video surveillance systems. School re-
source officers are involved in development
of our school crisis plans as well as working
to build strong relationships with students
and parents.

The District 87 Board of Education contin-
ues to provide strong leadership in the area
of district finances. Though these are very
difficult economic times across our nation,
our Board has prepared well by building
strong fund balances to help weather the
stateds financi al
responsible to our taxpayers while providing
a first class experience for our students.

We work very hard to bring the best and
brightest talent to work with our students.
The educators in District 87 Schools are
among the very best in the state of lllinois.
Because of their efforts, we continue to
have award winning schools that are among
the very best in the nation. Recruiting top
talent is a high priority for all positions in the
district.

| am very proud of the facilities in District
87. We continue to maintain attractive
learning environments for our students and
staff. We have a comprehensive facilities
plan that provides upgrades to classrooms
across the district. | would highly recom-
mend a visit to any of our schools to see
firsthand the wonderful learning atmosphere
for our students. Our custodial and mainte-
nance staff work very hard to provide first
class buildings that stand the test of time.
The new athletic facility at Bloomington High
School is one of the best in the area.

We at District 87 Schools are pleased to
have the opportunity to serve and work with
our students. The 2010-11 school year is
already shaping up to be another great year
for District 87 Schools.

Sincerely,
Dr. Barry M. Reilly, Superintendent
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BHS & District 87 Hall of Fame Inductions

Twelve people with ties to Bloomington Public Schools were inducted into the
Bloomington High School Hall of Fame and the District 87 Hall of Fame on September
30th. Both Halls were created in 2007 to recognize individuals who have made signifi-
cant contributions to Bloomington Public Schools or who have gone on to distinguish
themselves through public service or in their field.

BLOOMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME 2010 INDUCTEES

Robert Meeker retired from District 87 in 2002 as the Assistant Super-
intendent of Business. He previously served as Supervisor of the Bloom-
ington-Normal Adult Education program and led the implementation of
computer technology for District 87. He also served as the Director of the
Bloomington Area Vocational | Center, Assistant Principal at Blooming-
ton High School and Head of Vocational Education for BHS. Throughout
his service, Robert championed resources to provide direct impact in the
classroom while developing long-term expenditure plans. Robert is a
recipient of the lllinois Vocational Teacher of the Year as well as the

Louise Luhring Cabeen graduated from Bloomington High Schoolin | | | i nois State Board of Educationds AThose Who
1968 and earned degrees from the University of Maryland, College Park
(BA& double major in Painting and Art History; and School of the Art In- Donald Melican retired from District 87 in 2001 as the Principal at
stitute in Chicago (MFA in Fibers) SherdandElerseatary Sclool.penrplevioasty gervedeDisieidi 87 agyySupet-
{ the University of Washington, Seattle has been discussed in numerous visor/Manager of Special Education and Principal at Sarah Raymond
books and museum publications, and her artwork has been exhibited in Early Childhood Center. Don is the source of many programs in District
numerous cities including Chicago, New York, Seattle, Montreal and 87 including the breakfast program, pre-kindergarten, full-day kindergar-
Hong Kong. Louisef6s BHS art teacheg gen, end the aaria bapk-tasseheal parade atiSheddand After retirement,
every one of Louds exhibitions in dongupenised sthdent teaghers at Hlinois BVesleyag Universitya served
exhibition celebrating Miss Steinbd psdngering prircipal anccansuited wigh thie HinoB AcsederatiechSgho@sn
was a personal highpoint for Lou that has not been matched. Net wor k. Don is a recipient of the 111l in
Who Excel . 0
T Bob Darnall graduated from Bloomington High School in 1956 and . . .
| earned degrees from DePauw University (BA in Liberal Arts), Colum- Dr. Robert S. .Nlelsgn served District 87 as Sypenntenden} from
bia University (BS in Civil Engineering), and University of Chicago 1998'2010' Workl_ng with aII_ rT‘?m.berS. of the D'St”Ct. 87 educational
Business School (MBA). Bob began his employment with Inland Steel community, Dr._ _Nu;lsen led initiatives in student achievement, S.taﬁ d.e‘
| as a trainee and worked his way up to Chairman and Chief Executive Ve'opmef‘t’ fa_c|||ty improvement, technology development and f|naAnC|aI
Officer before retiring in 2000. Bob has served on the boards of The stability. . Under Dr - Niels enos leaders
American Iron and Steel Institute, Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago, state and local recognition for student acad_em!c and extra-curricular
Glenwood School for Boys and Girls, Junior Achievement of Chicago, a_chlevements, staff ach_levements and capital |mpr_ovement_s. _Among
The Museum of Science and Industry, and Rush University Medical his many ?‘Wards’ Dr. Nielsen was hamed _the III|n0|s_As_SOC|at|on of
Center. In 1999, Bob was awarded the Gary Medal, the highest honor School Ad minit-s t ra torsd Sugaved theﬂlllgdls(State Board f t he Ye
granted by the American Iron and Steel Institute to one of their own. Bob traces his lead- of Educationés fiThose Who Excelo Award.
ership experience back to BHS where he was selected by his teammates as captain of Barry Nixon retired from District 87 after having served as a teacher
the football and baseball teams. and tennis coach at Bloomington High School. Barry used words as
) ) ) pictures, and his ASwing the Gateodo anal
Janenne Scott graduated from Bloomington High School in 1965 and Barry viewed his position as a leader of young people, not simply as a
earned her Bach £ loros and Master?d Ec8ach?of tenhid. Batrylefphasized hatdiwBrk a&d‘ihté@rﬂ;ﬁ and rhakty-
Janenne served District 87 as a 3" grade teacher at Oakland Elemen- BHS players have gone on to play at the college level and to coach
tary School from 1980 until her retirement in 2008. Janenne served on tennis during the summer. Barry was honored in June 2010 at the BHS
numerous district committees and received many grants from Beyond Tennis Reunion with a court named in his honor at Evergreen Racquet
the Books Educational Foundati on ug. studentsd reading and
. math skills. She worked with the McLean County Historical Society and
~ Oakland School students to obtain legislature in the spring of 2010 Ed Rozboril retired from District 87 after having served as a teacher,
“ naming an official statewide day for Adlai E. Stevenson. Her nomina- football coach, and tennis coach at Bloomington High School. After re-
tion stated, fJanenneds -paissg owas oa WwWonmde sthiigr ewesdnit , Ed continued to coach until 2

Tom Stock graduated from Bloomington High School in 1960 and re-
ceived his BS from Indiana University. Tom was a world record holder in
the 200-meter backstroke from 1960-1964 as well as a world record
holder in the 100-meter backstroke in 1962. Tom earned eight national
championships in swimming and has represented the United States in
competitions in Europe, South America and Japan. Tom has been in-
| ducted into the Indiana University Athletic Hall of Fame and the Interna-
tional Swimming Hall of Fame. Tom retired in 2008 as a General Partner
and Chief Operating Officer of Versto, Inc., a steel transportation and
brokerage company.

BLOOMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS, DISTRICT 87
HALL OF FAME 2010 INDUCTEES

Marilyn Freedlund retired in 1989 as the Director of Instruction after
serving District 87 for 27 years as an elementary teacher, Director of
the SEIML Project (a federally funded curriculum project for BJHS stu-
dent), and Supervisor of Curriculum. After retirement, she taught Eng-
lish at Heartland Community College and supervised student teachers
for lllinois State University. Marilyn devoted her efforts to making all
schools better for all students.
Bloomington Schools and its teachers as well as her commitment to
books and reading.

in that he knew players from throughout the state and how to beat them.
He shared his vacation time with players, encouraging them in lessons
and summer tournaments. Ed stressed skill development and personal
improvement while, at the same time, striving for victories. Ed was hon-
ored at the BHS Tennis Reunion in June 2010 and was honored with a
court named in his honor.

Vickie Slagell retired from District 87 in 2007 as Principal at Steven-
son Elementary School. Vickie previously served as a Special Education
teacher, Coordinator of Title |, and Principal at Sarah Raymond School for
Developmentally Disabled and Bent Elementary School. The result of
Vickieds |l eadership was the
for a Blue Ribbon Award by the U.S. Department of Education. The award
reflects the tireless work and achievement of the students and staff under
her leadership. Since retiring, Vickie has served as Interim Principal at Stevenson and
Bent Elementary Schools.

Jeff Solberg servedasaco-c hair for District 8708s
Committee and was instrumental in advocating for the improvements in

each of our schools. Jeff's subcommittee did a complete analysis of each

of school which led to the creation of a long-term capital improvement plan

for the district. Jeff worked with the Parent/Teacher Organizations to ex-

PIA the heds fhledf BHOA andl theSwayd In Wik the dibstBice ould h e
finance the improvements. He also presented information to the Board of
Educati on, on behalf of parent s,
long-term debt to pay for the improvements.
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Employees and Students Volunteer at Successful Summer Renovations Done at All Schools
Back to School Events!

Starting the school year prepared with
 the necessary tools brings added confi-
dence to students of all ages. Thanks to
the continued generosity of the Bloom-
ington-Normal community, thousands of
§| student walked through the schoolhouse
4 doors in August prepared with a book bag 10 weeks, beginning in early June and
and most of the required school supplies. Three major events took concluding in midAugust. The District
place in August that resulted in the distribution of over 3,000 school spent approximately $4.5 million on
supply packs. The planning for these events and the subsequent schoobnstruction and renovations. Construction and renovation highlights
supply drives go on through the year, involving businesses, church  include:
groups, clubs and organizations, and thrifty individuals who continu-
ously shop for schools supply bargains.

At the Backto-School Block Party sponsored by the First Christian T Asbestos Abatement
Church, cechairperson Rita Hensley is a retired klndergarten teacher Two new classrooms added
EOT I SEOOOEAD nédo "Al O 3AEiITI 8] Tf%@bworﬁ/gmdbfﬁﬁﬂoorﬁﬁd?eﬂ AAT OAGET T T &
zations and churches resulted in the distribution of 750 school supply Irving mentary 5choo
packets. While the event used more than 200 volunteers, Mrs. Hensle% Roof Replaced
routinely calls upon her retired col- T alzljaarf]:tjr(i::(():gliling
fﬁ?ﬁ:i;‘; gtfelt[r)](\a/vgce[;rfparanns and 1 S_idewalk replacement (back of building)

Miller Park was the location of an- Sheridan SChOOI
other mass distribution of needed sup- i New floo_nng
plies. The Bloomington Block Bash was i Walls painted
sponsored by East White Oak Bible Stevenson School
Church and seven additional churches. i Asbestos _Aba_ltement
Braving the heat, an estimated 1,200 T New flooring in hallways

students received school supplies in addition to fun, games, and enter\‘}v Nﬁw Itlghtg ar?d ?e”'ng tile
tainment. The party atmosphere and the gift of school supplies brougr‘ ESLIIEAOE SClLO _ _
Waterproof gym and learning center exterior walls

families to the park despite the heat of an August afternoon.
The largest Baclko-School event was held at ﬂ Sump pump and drainage

ISU and was hosted by the McLean County Sarah Raymond Early Childhood Center

Back to School Alliance. The Alliance includes | Asbestos Abatement

representatives from businesses and organiza- i Classroom flooring

tions who collaborate to provide children with BHS

the tools needed for a positive start to the A.Sb estos Aba?ement
school year. District 87 and Unit 5 representatives work together in thid Light sensors in renovated classrooms/hallways
effort made possible by the generous donation of time, energy, and re-1 Upper gold restrooms remodeled .
sources of others. Significant participation by employees of Country Upper gold clgssrooms_renov_ated (four business computer labs
Companies, State Farm, the Mclean County Extension Office, and oth- and one special education science room) .
ers, resulted in the distribution of over 1,200 backpacks filled with sup- Upper purple classrooms renovated (one computer lab and five
plies. The Back to School Party included prizes, a balloon man, food, math classrooms)
and informational booths to further support families. Following the Upper purple hallways renovated
event, additional supplies were sent to the schools. Loyver purple cIassroqms renovated (one computer [ab, TOUT

When the need for assistance with school supplies increased again thls sclence classrooms, six math classrooms and small auditorium)

year, so did the generosity of contributors. Monetary donations for this! Athletic Field renovated
purpose can be made throughout the year and sent to: The Back to B‘JHS . L .
School Alliance, Illinois State University, 4090 Extended University, Nol- Compqter labe new ceiling pads, painting, floor coverings and
mal, IL 617981090. furnishings

Significant renovations were com-
pleted over the summer. The District is
nearing completion of the 7th year of
major capital improvements to all of its
facilities. The length of the summer
construction season was approximately

Bent Elementary School




