
 

     On December 9, 2009, the Board of Education 
appointed Dr. Barry M. Reilly as the new Superin-
tendent of Schools effective July 1, 2010. Reilly cur-
ǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴπ
dent of Human Resources, a position he has held for 
the past six years. In all, Reilly has worked for Dis-
trict 87 for 19 years, first as a Health/Physical Edu-
cation teacher. He was named Assistant Principal 
and then Principal of Bloomington High School be-
ŦƻǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎΦ  
     Reilly earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 9ŘǳŎŀπ
tional Administration and a Doctorate in Educa-
tional Administration, all from Illinois State Univer-
sity. He is active in a variety of professional associa-
tions and community organizations including the 
Heartland Coalition for Youth and Families, the 
United Way of McLean County, the McLean County 
Urban League, the Illinois Association for School 
Personnel Administrators, and the Illinois Associa-
tion for School, College & University Staffing.  
   άDƛǾŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜƴǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ-depth knowledge of the 
District, the Board of Education believes that Dr. 
wŜƛƭƭȅ ƛǎ ǇƻƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣέ 
ǎŀƛŘ WƻƘƴ 5ƛǊƪǎΣ .ƻŀǊŘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ ά5ǊΦ bƛŜƭǎŜƴ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ 

strong foundation for District 87. We have made 
great strides in student achievement, facilities have 
been upgraded and are well-maintained, and we 
have a solid fiscal position. The Board is confident in 
5ǊΦ wŜƛƭƭȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 
Dirks.    
     Reilly and his wife, Lisa, have three children, all 
of whom attend(ed) District 87 schools. Kyle is a 
BHS graduate and freshman at North Central Col-
lege; Michael is a junior at BHS, and Ryan is an 8th 
Grader at BJHS. 
     Dr. Robert Nielsen has served as Superintendent 
of Schools since 1998. He has worked in education 
for more than 30 years, first as a teacher and coach 
in suburban Chicago. He served as an Associate 
Principal, also in suburban Chicago, before becom-
ing Principal at Urbana High School, then Assistant 
Superintendent in the Urbana School District before 
joining Bloomington District 87.  
     In reflecting on his career with District 87, Niel-
sen said he takes special pride in the quality of edu-
Ŏŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 
schools, noting that student achievement levels for 
all students have increased each year. Recently, 
Stevenson Elementary School and Bloomington 

High School both received national recognition. 
     IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ 
in its ability to identify, recruit and retain the best 
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΦ ά¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƘŀǾŜ Řƛǎπ
tinguished themselves at the local, state and na-
tional levels. District 87 was one of the first districts 
in the state to support the National Board Certifica-
ǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ bƛŜƭǎŜƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛǎǘǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŎπ
complishment the renovations at each of District 
утΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 
tax rate.  
     He offered special thanks to all of the Board of 
Education members with whom he has worked over 
ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ мн ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ά²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ Ŝƴπ
couragement, the District would not be as success-
Ŧǳƭ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  
 .ƭƻƻƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ 
5800 students in grades Pre-K through 12. The Dis-
trict employs more than 400 certified staff mem-
bers and 300 support staff and has an annual 
budget of approximately $50 million. 
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Dr. Robert S. Nielsen  
Superintendent of Schools  

Dear Parents/Guardians:  
 
   We are pleased to bring you this edition of Excel. The 2009 -10 school year is going 
by quickly, and planning for the 2010 -11 school year is underway.  As we begin plan-
ning for next year, you will find information in this Excel intended to assist you and 
your child prepare for the transitions he/she will make as a student in Bloomington 

Public Schools District 87.  We know from research and experience that each transi-
tion requires planning and diligence on the part of all adults to insure student suc-
cess. 
 
   Each transition point in education creates excitement, anticipation and some level 
of anxiety.  These emotions are shared by students and their parents.  A critical ele-
ment in student success is active parental involvement.  Your participation in the 
many decisions that must be made at each of these transitions is critical.   
 
   If you are the parent of a kindergarten student, please pay special attention to the 
suggestions contained in this publication.  The things you do between now and the 
start of the 2010 -11 school year will have a major impact on your childõs first year of 

school.  All schools require certain documentation including a birth certificate and 
proof of a current physical examination prior to enrolling students.  
    
   As your child moves from elementary school to junior high school, the decisions on 
which classes to take will have an impact on the courses he/she will take in high 
school.  One of our goals in District 87 is prepare every child for success when he/she 
graduates from Bloomington High School.  The course of study a student chooses to 
take while at BJHS and BHS has a direct connection to the success of that student af-
ter high school.  
 
   As your student leaves BJHS and enters BHS, he/she continues to need your guid-
ance and support as they choose their classes.  We want every student to enroll in 

classes that will challenge them to grow and learn. Please encourage your son or 
daughter to enroll in the most rigorous classes possible. These classes will provide all 
students with the skills, knowledge and attitude needed to succeed.  In this edition, 
we are providing a four -year plan that will maximize your studentõs chances for suc-
cess. 
 
   Parents play a critical role in their childõs academic success.  Our faculty and staff 
are committed to working with you and your child now and in the future.  Please do 
not hesitate to contact your childõs teacher, counselor, or principal with questions.  
We will be happy to provide the information you need to make the best decisions.  

 

Sincerely, 

Robert S. Nielsen  
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      In order to continually improve  
services, District 87 periodically  
surveys parents on various school 
issues.  The District contracts for 
bus transportation services based 

on a bidding process. Illinois Central Bus Company was the 
low bidder and is providing services to our District for the first 
time this year. The District is interested in your opinion of our 
bus transportation services and the performance of the new 
contractor.   
 
   0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÇÏ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÁÔ ×××ȢÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔήέȢÏÒÇ ÁÎÄ 
follow the link on the home page to take the brief survey.  If 
you do not have a computer at home, they are available at 
public libraries or you can use a computer for this purpose at 
the District office located at 300 East Monroe Street.   
 
    

 

Hall of Fame  
Nominations Sought  

     In 2007, a committee was formed to  
select twenty distinguished individuals 
for special recognition. Since then, 
twenty-four Bloomington High School 
alums have been inducted into the BHS 
Hall of Fame for their personal and  

professional achievements beyond high school. Additionally, 
eighteen individuals have been inducted into the District 87 
Hall of Fame for their contributions to the District as a whole. 
 
    The District inducts Hall of Fame recipients during  
Homecoming Week each year. Nominations from the public 
are encouraged. Forms can be found on the District 87  
×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÁÔ ×××ȢÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔήέȢÏÒÇ ɉÃÌÉÃË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÂÏÕÔ $ήέȱ ÔÁÂ 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÏÎ Ȱ(ÁÌÌ ÏÆ &ÁÍÅɊȢ 
  
   Nominations are due to the Superintendent by June 1, 2010. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bloomington High School has been named a Bronze 
School by U.S. News & World Report. In collaboration with 
School Evaluation Services, academic and enrollment data 
were analyzed from more than 21,000 public high schools to 
find the very best across the country. These top schools were 
placed into gold, silver, bronze, or honorable mention catego-
ries. This is the second consecutive year that Bloomington 
High School has earned this recognition. 

U.S. News uses a three-step process that analyzes first 
how schools are educating all of their students, then their mi-
nority and disadvantaged students, and finally their college-
bound students based on student scores on statewide tests, 
Advanced Placement Tests, and International Baccalaureate 
Tests. 

Of the 21,786 public high schools examined by U.S. 
News and School Evaluation Services, 1,750 were recognized 
for considerably outperforming their state's standards. In that 
group, there were 561 schools that also were found to be do-
ing an excellent job of preparing students for college-level 
coursework.  

 Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÏÆ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÕÌÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÄÉÃÁȤ
tion and commitment of every staff member at Bloomington 
(ÉÇÈ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ $ÒȢ 2ÏÂÅÒÔ 3Ȣ .ÉÅÌÓÅÎȟ 3ÕÐÅÒÉÎÔÅÎÄÅÎÔ ÏÆ 
Bloomington Public Schools.  

BHS Named One of the Best  
Second Year in a Row  
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Transitioning Tips for Parents of Kindergarteners  
Kindergarten  

    Bloomington Public Schools District 87 provides full -day kindergarten programs in each of its six elementary schools.   Child ren in District 87 are eligi-

ble to attend kindergarten if they will be 5 years old by September 1st of the school year.   Parents must verify birth dates by showing a certified copy 

of the child's birth certificate and proof of residency in the district before a child can enter school.   Each elementary school  holds Kindergarten Regis-

tration in the spring of each school year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance  
     The habit of regular school attendance begins in kindergarten and is very important to your child's educational progress.   Irregular attendance 

makes your child feel insecure when at school and requires a period of readjustment which slows learning.  

     Learning activities take place in District 87 elementary schools beginning promptly at 9:00am.   It is important that all st udents arrive to school on 

time.   When students are tardy, they miss the valuable opening of the day activities.   Please assist your child with arriving at  the bus stop or at school 

at the designated time.  

     If children leave school before their regular dismissal time, parents must provide a note and/or   telephone call to notify the school staff.   

 

     Before the big day and beyond . . .  

In every way possible, help your child become independent.   Most kindergarten children are capable of basic self care (e.g. usin g the restroom 

appropriately, dressing themselves, asking for help when necessary).   Help your child become used to taking care of these needs.  

Teach your child his/her full (first and last) name, complete address and telephone number.   You may also want to teach your chi ld your full name 

and where you can be reached.  

Provide your child with appropriate family and/or household responsibilities (e.g. picking up toys, feeding a pet, setting th e t able) and allow your 

child to fulfill these responsibilities independently.    Encourage your child to finish their jobs.  

Teach your child to use a pencil, crayons, scissors and glue.   Many children enjoy "playing" school.   This is an excellent way t o help your child build 

skills. 

Establish a bedtime schedule and stick to it.   Kindergarten classes do not take long naps in the afternoon as many preschool pro grams do.   Most 

kindergarteners need 10 to 12 hours of sleep each night.  

Before purchasing clothing, check to be sure that fasteners are easy for your child to manipulate.   School clothing should be ap propriate for work-

ing in the classroom as well as for sitting on the floor, playing in the gym and running outside.   All students need tennis shoe s for P.E. class.  You may 

want to save fancy sandals and shoes with high heels for special occasions.   

 

      

 

2010-11 Kindergarten Registration  

Call for appointment  

BentñApril 22nd  

828-4315 

9:00-11:00 am; 1:00 -3:00 pm  

IrvingñApril 21st  

827-8091 

9:00-11:00 am; 1:00 -3:00 pm  

Oakland ñApril 28th  

662-4302 

9:00-11:00 am; 1:00 -3:00 pm  

Sheridan ñApril 27th  

828-2359 

4:00-7:00 

April 28th  

9:00 amñNoon  

StevensonñApril 22nd  

663-2351 

9:00-11:00 am; 1:00 -3:00 pm  

Washington ñApril 24th  

829-7034 

9:00-11:00 am; 1:00 -3:00 pm  

Raymond Early Childhood Center  

827-0308 

April 6th  



Students to Kindergarten, 6th & 9th Grades  
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BJHS 
 

     Steps are taken to make the transition to junior high school as smooth as possible. This includes a formal orientation and tour of the building in 
April each year. Further, students are placed on teams so that they can develop relationships with their classmates and their teachers.  
    Sixth graders are suddenly the youngest (and usually the smallest) students in the building, when just a year ago, they were the oldest and biggest 
students at their elementary schools. Most of our 6th grade teachers escort students between classes to give them a sense of security and to help 
ǘƘŜƳ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ сǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎΩ ƭƻŎƪŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ  ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǉǳƛŎƪƭy and easily get books and 
other supplies between classes periods.  
     ¢ȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƧǳƴƛƻǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴƛƴŜ ǿŜŜƪǎΦ ! ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ ŀǊŜ a good indicator as to how 
well s/he is adjusting; if the grades are similar to those in elementary school, chances are s/he is on the right track. If the grades look vastly different, 
your child may be experiencing some difficulty.  
     There are numerous resources available to students and parents in times of transition. Teachers and guidance counselors welcome telephone 
calls, visits and e-mails so that you can express concerns, communicate to teachers about any problems your child is having, and to check on your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ   
     The website, www.district87.org/bjhs, contains many valuable resources for students and parents. For topics related to making the adjustment to 
ƧǳƴƛƻǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ ƭƛƴƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  ƘƻƳŜǇŀƎŜΦ  
     Participating in extracurricular activities can also help students to make the transition. Those activities help students to make friends and to be-
come more familiar with their surroundings.  

 

Summer Transitional Program  

 
   The Junior High Transitional program is held each summer and is designed to help students make that sometimes difficult transition from the ele-
mentary school to the junior high school.  The program provides bus transportation, a simple breakfast, and classroom supplies. The child needs to 
bring nothing but an eagerness to learn about BJHS!   
   The program focuses on helping students adjust to Bloomington Junior High.  The transition program is led by two current sixth grade teachers who 
will help the  students through this process.  They will focus on math skills, reading strategies, study skills, and acclimation to BJHS.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BHS 
   9ŀŎƘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ .ƭƻƻƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ Ƙƻǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ άwŀƛŘŜǊǎ млмέ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǿƻ-week program run by BHS teachers and admin-
ƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άп [ΩǎέΥ [ƻƻƪǎΣ [ƻŎƪŜǊΣ [ƻǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ [ǳƴŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǘǊŀnsition to BHS for all stu-
dents. BJHS teachers recommend students for the program.  
 
   Character development skills are taught including leadership, studying, test-taking, organizational skills, etc. There are also team building activities 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǘ .I{Φ 

 


