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     Christin Wurth-Thomas is far from an ordinary 
Bloomington High School graduate.  She went from a 
state champion athlete at BHS to a qualifier and partici-
pant in the Beijing 2008 Summer Olympics for the 1,500 
meters in track and field.
     Wurth-Thomas waved goodbye to the Class of 1999 
to attend the University of Arkansas where she ran track 
for the next four years in a rigorous training program, and 
soon after became a large name in the professional world 
of women’s track and field.
     The Beijing Olympics were controversial in a variety 
of ways; however, the Nike-sponsored BHS grad enjoyed 
almost every element.
     “It was an experience of a lifetime with plenty of 
funny stories to be told,” said Wurth-Thomas of the event 
as a whole.
     Being at such a prestigious competition opened the 
doors to meeting some world-wide celebrity athletes as 
well as politicians, especially at the Opening Ceremony.  
She met and talked with current President George W. 
Bush and the first lady Laura Bush, along with all the 
current NBA players such as Kobe Bryant and Lebron 
James.  Her personal camera can prove this unbelievable 
night.

     Competing with unfamiliar faces from all around the world 
was another experience not soon to be forgotten.
     “Knowing that half of them can’t understand you is pretty 
funny,” said Wurth-Thomas of her competitors.  “The actual 
competition is a lot rougher than U.S. competitions.  I guess 
people like to throw you an elbow for fun when they pass 
you.”
     Foreign opponents also meant foreign culture and food, 
which were two things Wurth-Thomas was a little hesitant to 
accept.
     “Their toilets usually consist of a ceramic hole in the 
ground that you have to squat down to use, and a western-soci-
ety style toilet is hard to come by.”
     During her stay, she got sick twice from the food.  One 
night her whole family had the chance to see first hand the 
uniqueness of the Chinese diet at a marketplace lined with 
small vendors.
     “You can buy any part of an animal fried and put on a stick.  
It smelled so bad I am glad I passed on trying anything,” said 
Wurth-Thomas.  “There was a snake on a stick that hadn’t been 
skinned, seahorse, sheep balls, crickets, etc.”
     Despite the few negatives, Wurth-Thomas loved the Beijing 
Olympic experience so much her goal is to keep training in 
sights of qualifying for the 2012 Olympics in London.  Advice 
she would give any student with a goal of this magnitude would 
be to always follow your dreams and embrace hard work as 
well as tough goals for yourself.

     “If you do everything with everything you have, the outcome 

ANDY SZABO

General Assignment Writer

BHS alum Wurth-Thomas experiences the Olympics

Cross country runner, Ben Hanson, stretches at practice 
while wearing the Christina Wurth shirt.

  
      Hundreds of American athletes competed in the 2008 Olympic 
swimming trials, one of which was Bloomington High School senior, 
Monica Drake. 
     Drake has been swimming since she was an elementary school, 
and has swam for various clubs in town including the Bloomington 
Country Club swim team and the Bloomington Waves swim team. 
Drake also holds records at the Bloomington High School pool in 
several events.
     Drake found out she had made the qualifying time to go to the 
Olympic trials when she was 15 and it was just a matter of time for 
waiting to go to the trials. The trials took place in June in Omaha, 
Neb over a span of eight days.       
     “I qualified in two events the 400 and 800 meter freestyle,” said 
Drake. “They had a lot of cool things for the athletes to use. They 
even had a massage table and video games.”
     Not only did swimmers have to worry about their times but there 
was the nerve-racking, but exciting aspect of swimming against 
famous record breaking swimmers.
     “I swam against Katie Hoff [Olympic qualifier] in one of my 
events,” said Drake. “I was really nervous but it was cool to get to 
talk to her in the waiting room before hand.” 
     Drake placed 34 in the 400 meter freestyle and 17 in the 800 
meter freestyle; she plans to swim in college and is going to visits in 
North Carolina, Texas and Arizona in the up coming months.
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Drake competes in Olympic Trials

The swimming pool where Drakeôs trials were held. in Omaha, Neb. 
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