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     The Amethyst Initiative, which was proposed back 
in mid-August and signed by about 100 college and 
university presidents, has reawakened the drinking age 
debates.
     Signers come from such prestigious schools as Duke, 
Dartmouth, and John Hopkins universities with the the-
ory that lowering the drinking age will combat alcohol 
abuse and binge drinking.
     The 119 university chancellors and presidents who 
signed the Amethyst Initiative say that, at the current 
state of where the law is, under 21 drinkers have gone 
off campus and gotten drunk irresponsibly.  It seems 
many college and university students have already been 
exposed to alcohol with 30 percent of students abusing 
the substance and six percent becoming dependent on it.

     “It is not a horrible idea [to lower the drinking age],” 
said psychology teacher Ms. Natalie Miller.” But they 
shouldn’t just drop the drinking age. Maybe more edu-
cation about alcohol poisoning could be offered.”
     Critics, however, point out that peoples’ brains con-
tinue to develop into their mid-20’s and younger peo-
ples’ brains are wired for novelty and excitement; not 
necessarily wired to tell them when enough alcohol is 
enough, which puts teens at risk for alcohol poisoning.
     “Going from high school to college is such a big 
transition,” said administrator Ms. Lisa Martinez,” and 
more life determining decisions are made. Kids aren’t 
prepared to make good choices with [alcohol]. They 
aren’t ready to make the social responsibility when they 
are 18 instead of 21 year old.”
     “ Drinking is a problem,” said Ms. Miller. “The rea-

son a lot of kids don’t make it through their freshman 
year [of college] is because of alcohol. The students 
have more freedom then they have ever had before and 
make bad choices because they are away from home.” 
     Students at Bloomington High School also seem 
dissatisfied with the reasoning behind the Amethyst 
Initiative
     “I think it sounds dumb because we have enough 
kids that are drinking below age anyway,” said junior 
Adrienne Duncan. 
      Condia Smith, also a junior, agreed, adding, “The 
law is fine where it is. People that sneak out to drink 
are going to do it whether the drinking age is lowered 
or not, so it is fine where it is. I don’t plan on drinking 
anyway.”
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     The first time I met Chuck Anthony, 
I was greeted by a firm handshake and 
an eye-to-eye smile that was sincere and 
welcoming, not unlike the atmosphere at 
his new business --Jamani Java. The name 
of this coffee shop isn’t just a catchy set 
of words, but means something more to 
founder Anthony. Anthony researched at 
ISU to learn that the word “Jamani” trans-
lates to “Would you like to be my friend?” 
in Swahili. “Jamani Java just had a nice 
bounce to it,” Anthony said. 
     Jamani Java was founded by President 
Chuck Anthony and Andrew O’ Neil.  For 
the past three years, Anthony had been 
researching and developing products and 
techniques for opening his long awaited 
coffee shop.  On August 13, 2008, Jamani 
Java opened at 3703 Ireland Grove, near the 
Pony Fields. 
     “I wanted to open a business on this side 
of town because I felt Bloomington needed 
a sense of community and meeting,” said 
Anthony. 
     Jamani Java is equipped with a refresh-
ing menu along with a relaxing atmosphere 
perfect for all age groups of clientele, and 
especially students. 
      “The key for the student environment 
here would be Wi-Fi, the Internet is a major 
part in school work, and it is available here 
for free,” said Anthony. 
      Along with free Wi-Fi there are couches 
available, an inviting fireplace, many 
options for seating, and even a meeting 

room, which can be rented out for free. The 
meeting room would be a good place for 
students to work on group projects, or even 
for just a few people to sit down and work 
on homework. 
     Students are welcome to put their feet up 
and relax with a cup of coffee and a snack. 
Jamani Java has created a place that is per-
fect for studying and just hanging out with 
some friends. The sound level and seating 
arrangements have been designed to be suit-
ed for a talkative yet studious environment 
for all clientele. Regarding students’ style 
of studying, Anthony said, “Whatever your 
style is, you can do that here.” 
     There are not just comfy couches and a 
welcoming environment, but Jamani Java 
has put together a menu that consists of 
local and foreign goods. Students can find a 
reasonably priced snack, such as a ham and 
cheese croissant, supplied by Medicis from 
uptown Normal. The food items range from 
about $1.50 to $3.80.  Jamani Java, being a 
coffee shop, of course has a variety of cof-
fees to choose from. The price range of the 
beverages goes from about $1.50 to $4.00 
(That is, if you “get the works”.) Jamani 
Java also carries anything from bottled bev-
erages and smoothies, to muffins and PBJS.  
The coffee beans at Jamani Java have been 
imported from places such as Indonesia and 
Brazil.
     The Associate Manager of Jamani Java, 
Joe Marino, met Anthony soon before a trip 
to Brazil. Anthony wanted Marino to study 

the coffee market there during his travels, 
and to make relationships with small farm 
owners. “It means a lot to me to make rela-
tionships with the small farm owners, it 
gives what we are doing a meaning,” said 
Anthony. “It’s nice to know we are helping 
someone by using their product.” 
     Marino brought back to Jamani Java 
relationships with coffee farms and a fresh 
new idea on the coffee market. Because 
Anthony goes above and beyond to make 
the atmosphere welcoming, products and 
customer service is nothing like what we 
already have in Bloomington-Normal; it 
sets Jamani Java apart from the rest. “I 
think the atmosphere is what makes us so 
unique, especially the fact we are so wel-
coming,” Anthony said. “I see people come 
in that are obviously in a hurry, but then end 
up sitting down and staying for an hour.”
     Anthony and others at Jamani Java 
opened this business in hopes of creating a 
meeting place for family and friends to meet 
and interact. “I like Jamani Java because it 
is a place that brings people together, and 
the atmosphere is warm and laid back,” said 
Marino.  Jamani Java is becoming a meet-
ing spot for many people in Bloomington, 
and is starting to sound a bit like Cheers, 
“Where everybody knows your name.”  You 
can visit Jamani Java anytime from 5:30 
am to 8:00 pm every day. Don’t forget to 
check out Chuck’s choice, which he chooses 
everyday himself. 
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The Associate Manager of Jamani 
Java, Joe Marino, makes a latte for a 
customer.    
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Owner Chuck Anthony places an order 
for a customer at Jamani Java.


