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     While growing up, I naturally picked up on the values 
that my family has. I learned to like what they like and 
understood what they understood. 
      My family is very liberal and I grew up with 
“democratic” values. This consisted of my father throwing 
popcorn at the television every time George W. Bush 
appeared on the screen.
     Though every person is raised to have certain beliefs in 
many areas such as; religion, ethics or politics, there comes 
a point in time when maybe the values and opinions that one 
believes are not necessarily the right ones to follow.
     My question is, at what point in time to people grow their 
own well-developed values and opinions? Is it possible? 
     I think it is very possible to develop ones own beliefs and 
opinions. This usually happens with religion or politics. My 
family is catholic, but I choose not to practice Catholicism. 
Also, I consider myself liberal and democratic, although I 
do not completely rule out Republican views. 
     The realization of “I have my own opinions” may take 
years to appear. It is very easy to pick out those students 
who regurgitate what they hear their parents say. These 
students have not developed their own ideas or done the 
research to back up their opininons.
     A statement like “Well I just think Bush is an idiot” is 
not considered a well-rounded opinion. Neither is “McCain 
and Palin should have won ‘cause Palin is hot.” Although 
these statements are oh-so enlightening, they clearly have 
no support behind them. 
     It is near to impossible to carry on a plausible 
conversation with another student, when they are 
uninformed. It is not just opinions and political views that 
are getting passed on through generations without a second 
look; it is racism and prejudiced views also. 
    “Be a trend setter” in the family. Be the first one to 
say that racism is wrong, or be the only democrat in a 
republican family, or vice versa. This can only come from  
taking it upon oneself to become educated. Don’t be the 
student that attempts to sound informed, be the student that 
is informed.

Frankly Speaking
          
     
         

      Most teenagers have worked a part-time or have 
visited a business where a fellow student works. I, 
personally, have a job in the food industry and while 
it has improved my “people skills” and has taught 
me how to deal with all types of people, I have 
helped no shortage of annoying customers, but it 
does not make dealing with them any easier.
      Nothing is worse than having to stand there and 
smile while a person is yelling at you because they 
had to wait in line for a half hour or because they 
cannot use the seven coupons they have saved up 
all at once. Now, I realize that helping people is my 
job, it is what I get paid to do, but I do not get paid 
nearly enough to be ordered around like I am not a 
actual person.
     I understand that people do not always realize 
what they are doing is rude and annoying, but here 
is a list of some of the most annoying things that 
customers do that way you can try to avoid doing 
them yourself.
     “This one” is not a size. I have no idea what you 
are pointing at over there. You either want a small, 
medium, or large, so just say that.
     When you do say something please do not 

mumble or whisper to me. I should not have to 
climb over the counter to hear you. Speak up. You 
were screaming with your friends two seconds ago, 
so why are you whispering now?  
      Please do not complain about us not having a 
certain item on the menu by saying “Well such-
and-such as it”. Then go to such-and-such and get it 
there if that is what you want.
     Do not yell at me if we are out of your favorite 
thing, because I cannot do anything about it. I 
cannot make it magically appear for you.
      Do not complain about how long you have been 
waiting in line to me. I was not personally holding 
up the line, I have actually been trying to work 
through the line as quickly as possible, because I 
want to get you out of here just as much as you do.
      But when you have been waiting in line for 
a half hour, please know what you want when it 
is your turn to place your order. If you have been 
waiting in line long enough to complain, you have 
been in line long enough to make up your mind.
      Do not complain to me once I ring you up that 
the price is different than what you were expecting 
because you looked at the menu wrong. It is my job 
to serve you, not read the menu to you.
      Finally, when the closed sign is up it means we 
are closed. Please do not try to rush to the door and 
try and argue that you actually have two minutes. 
We go by the clock in the store not the time on TV 
Guide Channel. So when we say we are closed it 

means we are closed. 
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