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     Earlier this school year, on Aug.  17 and 18, the 
freshman play was performed.  This play is different 
than the fall play and the spring musical because it is 
completely student-led.  
     The student director this year was senior Kelsey 
Whitcomb.
     ñA senior directs the show.  If you are interested 
[in directing] you talk to Mrs. Cortesi  at the end of 
your junior year and ask her if you can direct it,ò said 
Whitcomb.
     This year, the show was called ñDawn of the 
Freshman: The Horrors of High School.ò
     At the beginning of this year, Whitcomb met with 
Drama Club Director, Mrs. Susan Cortesi, to talk about 
possible themes.  
     ñAfter we decided the theme, some upperclassmen 
[members of drama club] met to write new scenes that 
ýt the theme,ò said Whitcomb.
     Some of the new scenes involved the number 
thirteen, the new cafeteria, and P.E.  In the scene about 
P.E., the teachers were zombies, and students were 

doing Zumba (or for this theme, the Thriller dance) in their classes.
     There were also  a lot of the favorite scenes from past plays 
including the One-Liners and Rules that usually appear at the 
beginning of the show, The Anatomy of a Freshman Relationship 
that is like a National Geographic special, and The Essay that shows 
different students thoughts about an assignment.

     Besides writing the scripts and directing the play, other students did 
tech work, taught the scenes, and made a video to put in the play.
     Senior Merideth Hagerty and junior Keagan Hynes were in charge 
of the video.
     ñThrough the video we weôre trying to capture the essence of a 
scary movie as if the faculty and upperclassmen weôre the victims 
and the freshman class were the bad guys,ò said Hagerty. ñThe ýlm 
will include several small skits that will come together to have a Blair 
Witch Project feel. Itôs the ýrst time weôre adding something like this 
to the play in a while.ò
     Although this play is student-led, Mrs. Cortesi had to be at the 
rehearsals so the students were not unsupervised.  She also helped with 

any problems the students might encounter.
Senior Kelsey Whitcomb directs the 
Freshman Play
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     The Bloomington High School Marching Raiders have a storied history, 
including winning numerous competitions and striving to entertain students 
during half time. This year, however, the band 
looks to build off of last seasonôs accomplishments 
and reach a new level of expertise in their ýeld. 
     ñWe have done well in the past,ò said Mr. Max 
Chernick, who is entering his ýfth year as the 
bandôs director. ñWe took second in our class last 
year at State and intend to build on that success.ò
     The band has four competitions they are 
planning on attending this season, including their 
ýrst appearance at the Chicago Marching Band 
Festival.
     ñThere are some competitions we attend simply 
as a matter of tradition, but we look for shows with 
a good judging panel so we can continue to build 
on the show from week to week,ò said Chernick. 
ñWeôre looking forward to the Chicago show a 
great deal. Some of the judges are nationally renowned educators.ò 
     ñThis competition is something completely new,ò said senior drum major Jane 

Ladage. ñIt gives us a chance to compete against some high ranking schools.ò
     The band has made multiple changes from last year; they have a new drill 

designer, music arranger and have begun using marching riþes 
as a part of their shows. 
     ñThe music and drills are much more difýcult this year than 
they have ever been. They are a major step up for the band,ò 
said Chernick. ñThis show, in particular, we saw performed by 
a band from Indianapolis and always thought how cool it would 
be to perform. The band was never up to that level, but this 
yearôs band is ýnally ready.ò
     The bandôs journey to reach their current level was not an 
easy one, however. Not only does the band practice every day 
during seventh hour, but they also have two and a half hour 
practices twice a week and partook in a two week band camp at 
the beginning of August which consisted of 12 hour days. 
     ñIn the past we have practiced hours before we compete 
if we believe itôs necessary, although winning is never the 
primary goal,ò said Chernick. ñAll we want is to challenge 

our students and have them walk off the ýeld proud of what we accomplished. 
Trophies are just a byproduct of our work.ò 
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BHS pit members perform at the Intercity football 

game.  
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