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     The finished product of any play may give 
the illusion that the actors do most, if not all of 
the work. What the average audience member 
doesn’t get to see is the many other people who 
work to make the shows the best they can be.
     Tech crew is a group of students who help 
build sets, paint, and a select few run lights and 
sound.
     “I do tech because I enjoy doing theater and 
if you’re not always acting, tech is a great way 
to be involved,” said senior Stephanie Casey-
Stevens. “I also enjoy building and painting 
the sets because they always end up looking 
amazing.”
     However, if set building and technical work 
doesn’t sound interesting, props, costumes, hair 

and makeup are also ways to be a part of the final product.
     “My props crew, along with myself, find all 
the props needed for the show and make sure 
the props get on and off the stage when they are 
supposed to,” said junior Abby Gros who runs the 
props crew.
     Costume crew works with the actors to assist 
with fittings, organization of the costumes and mi-
nor sewing projects. Hair and makeup physically 
turns the actors into their characters by finding out 
what the styles of the time period were, or how the 
character acts.
     While the behind-the-scenes crew does not 
receive the glory, there are incentives to get 
involved.
     “I love the people,” said Gros. “After working 
with them for so long you become like a family.”

      On Nov. 7, BHS will hold its annual Craft Show.  Many handmade items 
fill the hallways, student center, auditorium and cafeteria. Hours upon hours are 
spent preparing for this event, the main sponsor of this event is the BHS Band. 
Volunteers help set up booths and run a bake sale for guests to raise money. 
     A lot goes on at the Craft Show. There are many preparations that have to be 
done before the businesses arrive. 
     “The tables have to be moved out of the cafeteria and into the band hallway 
and band room,” said junior volunteer Jasmine Pascua. “Then of course every-
thing has to be put back at the end of the day.”
     “The Thursday before the show, the floors are taped off to indicate where each 
booth should be placed. This two person job usually takes two to three hours,” 
said BHS Band Aides president Mrs. Tawni Martin. “On Friday, roughly 30 
people, both parents and band students work approximately six hours to finish 
preparations. This includes helping crafters unload their items, transporting them 
to their booth location and other set up tasks.”
     After everything is set up, businesses from all across Illinois come and set up 
their booths. There is a wide variety of crafts that are sold, most of them being 
handmade. The most popular items that are made and sold are candles, quilts, 
and scarves, along with other one-of-a-kind pieces. According to Mrs. Martin, 
everything at the Craft Show must be at least 80 percent handmade.
     “At the Craft Show businesses and people set up booths and customers can 
come in and possibly buy things they find interesting,” said Pascua.

     There are many parent volunteers and members of the band that help out with 
the Craft Show. The parents usually run the bake sale table and help businesses 
set up while student volunteers hang around and make sure everything runs 
smoothly.
     “I usually either help with set up or tear down, then just hang around and 
make sure things stay organized,” said Pascua. “Other volunteers help putting 
lunches together and sending them out to the people that ordered them.”
     After the long day of selling products, all of the booths must be taken down 
and put away. Everything must be returned to how it was so school can resume 
the next week.
     The Craft Show helps the band raise money, as well as celebrates those who 
take the time make useful items to sell to the public. All of the money made from 
the booth rentals goes directly to the band, and the crafters keep 100 percent of 
what they sell.
     “The Craft 
Show is the largest 
money maker for 
the band program,” 
said Mrs. Martin. 
“The funds gener-
ated by the sale are 
used to support the 
program in a vari-
ety of ways such as 
new uniforms.” 
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These wigs are set up backstage for use by the hair and makeup crew.
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