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     This past Saturday the Lady Raiders swimming and diving team competed in 
the IHSA Sectional, hoping to come away with a state birth. One member of the 
swimming and diving team was able to qualify for the state meet. Senior captain 
Kelly Steffen was the only qualifier.
    Steffen, who is only in her second year as of diving, will make another 
appearance at the state meet. She has set a goal to place in the top 10, which 
would beat her place of 11th last year.
    “My goal is to make it to finals on Saturday,” said Steffen. “It would be all the 
better to get 10th or better because I got 11th last year.”
    Steffen dominated at Sectionals, beating out all her competitors and breaking a 
school record with a total of 422.55 points.
    “It’s a great feeling, to be able to say that I qualified for State every year I dove 
in high school. It is pretty cool,” Steffen said.

Senior diver Kelly Steffen qualifies for State
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Vikings lead NFC North, Lions behind once again

     The NFL season is well underway. 
Entering Week 11, the NFC North 
division has become one of the 
central focuses of both experts and 
fans alike. The former “Black and 
Blue” division, referring to the strong 
running game the teams shared, has 
quickly become a quarterback club.
     The Minnesota Vikings are 
the talk of the league this season 
standing out as an early Super Bowl 
favorite in several pre-season polls.  
This, however, was all before the 
Vikings picked up future Hall of 
Fame quarterback Brett Favre as a 
free agent from the New York Jets.  
At the time of his signing, Favre 
would have missed two pre-season 
games with his new team as well as 
the entirety of the teams’ offseason 
work outs and activities. However, 
it seems the gamble by head coach 
Brad Childress has paid off. Favre is 
currently the highest rated quarterback 
in the league, closely followed by 
New Orleans Saints Drew Brees, and 

has thrown for 2269 yards and 17 
touchdowns. The Vikings are in the 
midst of their best start since 2003 
with a division leading 8-1 record, the 
second best in the NFC.  
    Before Favre was a Viking, he 
spent 16 years of his career with the 
Green Bay Packers. The team decided 
to make up for their short comings 
last year. They drafted defensive 
tackle B.J. Raji and linebacker Clay 
Mathews in the first round, in hopes 
of helping a defense that struggled 
against the run last year. The Packers 
ended the pre-season with a 3-1 
record and were number one in the 
NFL in offense. In the Sunday night 
season-opener, they defeated their 
division rival the Chicago Bears. 
The defense picked up their game 
intercepting passes from Bears’ 
quarterback Jay Cutler four times. 
However, there was some worry on 
the Packers end as the Bears sacked 
Packers’ quarterback Aaron Rodgers 
four times. This was a sign of things 

to come as the Packers offensive line 
has gone on to allow a league leading 
41 sacks in 9 games. The Packers so 
far have had an inconsistent season, 
including a loss to the then 0-7 Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers, and two losses to 
the Vikings. The Packers have a 5-4 
record and are currently in second 
place in their division. 
    The Chicago Bears are currently 
in third place with a 4-5 record. The 
Bears had an eventful off season with 
the acquisition of former Denver 
Broncos quarterback Jay Cutler. 
Cutler’s premier game against the 
rival Packers did not go as planned. 
Since then, Cutler has improved 
throwing for 14 touchdowns and 17 
interceptions. Devin Hester, who 
before the arrival of Cutler was 
mainly a kick and punt returner, now 
leads the team with 596 receiving 
yards 3 touchdowns. 
     The Detroit Lions had a historic 
season last year, becoming only the 
second team in NFL history, joining 
the 1976 Tampa Bay Buccaneers, 
to not win a game the entire season. 
With the worst record in the NFL, 

the Detroit Lions were awarded 
the number one pick in the 2009 
NFL draft.  Taking advantage of 
the opportunity, they chose to draft 
quarterback Mathew Stafford from the 
University of Georgia. Stafford was  
productive for the Bulldogs throwing 
for 7,731 yards and 51 touchdowns 
in his three years as a starter. There 
were a lot of questions for the Lions 
coming into this season, including 
if Stafford should start over veteran 
quarterback Daunte Culpepper. 
Stafford was given the starting job 
over Culpepper, and was quickly 
under scrutiny after throwing three 
interceptions in his first game with 
the Lions in a 27-45 loss against the 
Saints. However, there was a light at 
the end of the tunnel for the hapless 
Lions. During Week three they faced 
the struggling Washington Redskins 
and won their first game since Dec. 
2007. The Lion, so far, have lost 
several games including a Week 
nine 32-20 loss against the Seattle 
Seahawks. The Lions are currently in 
last place in the division with a 1-8 
record. 
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(Right) Senior captain Kelly  Steffan gets 
ready to dive during practice last season. 
(Left) Steffen is in the midst of a twister 
dive last year.                Francesca Pelusi


