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STUDENT LIFE

Students find various reasons to become vegetarians

MAGGIE HATTEN
Student Life Editor

Many students may find it hard to believe that there are people out
there that choose not to eat hamburgers, fried chicken or any other form of
meat. However, at Bloomington High
School there are some students who
have chosen to be vegetarians.

The true definition of a vegetarian
is someone who abstains from eating
meat or fish. There are a variety of
reasons why people become vegetari-
ans. It may be their views on the way
animals are treated, family tradition
or even religious views.

“I started to think about how
many animals I killed [when I ate
meat],” said junior Harini Mad-
heswaran. “It was mostly guilt that made me quit.”

Senior Shanna Gasperson felt the same way four and a half years ago when
she stopped eating meat.

Rules govern Illinois hunting

CLAYTON MESTER
General Assignment Writer

All throughout the year the seasons are changing, and so are the seasons for
hunting. Hunting is a sport that is filled with a large amount of rules and regula-
tions. It requires a license and certain guns at specific times in the year. Deer can
only be hunted from Oct. 1 to Jan. 17 excluding the weekends when firearms are
allowed. Nov. 16-18, Nov. 29-Dec. 2 were the days that firearms can be used in
2009. Handguns, shotguns and muzzleloaders are the only firearms allowed.

“My dad and I usually only hunt with shotguns because rifles are illegal in
[linois,” said junior Max Nelson who has gone hunting every year since he was
12.

The animals that are usually hunted during the seasons are deer, pheasant,
geese, turkey and duck.

“I usually only hunt turkey and deer because my dad will only let me out of
school for a few days a year,” said Nelson.

The hunting seasons for turkey are Oct. 20-28 and only shotguns can be used.
Archers can hunt Oct. 1-Nov. 15, Nov. 19-28, Dec. 3-Jan. 17.

There are hunting licenses needed for each individual season. If a person is
caught hunting in Illinois without a license they will be given a series of fines.

“All T had to do in order to get my license was take a gun safety course and
pay a small fee,” sad Nelson.

Each license also comes with a specific number of animals the hunter can
actually keep.

“I saw pictures of how animals are
slaughtered and it put me over the edge,” said
Gasperson. “I knew the only way I would feel
good about the whole situation would be to
become a vegetarian and abstain from meat.”

While these people agreed that the mis-
treatment of animals was part of their reason
for being a vegetarian, senior Vaidehi Sishtla
had another reason.

“My family has been a vegetarian family
for generations now and I was pretty much
comfortable and happy with this lifestyle
because I was born into it and so I just stuck
to it,” said Sishtla.

These students are true vegetarians as they
avoid meat and fish while some “vegetarian
groups” include fish in their diet.

“Some people say it is okay to eat fish,” said Madheswaran, “but I just think
of Nemo and how his dad would feel if I ate him.”

Seniors Brandon Hollliday (left)
and Vaidehi Sishtla (top) still find it
possible to practice vegetarianism
at school.

Francesca Pelusi

Students raise money for Pasta for Pennies

MAGGIE HATTEN
Student Life Editor

Throughout the beginning of the month of December, Bloomington High
School’s National Honor Society collected change during the day as well as in the
student center during lunch. They were participating in Pasta for Pennies. Pasta
for Pennies is an activity that helps raise money for The Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society, which helps combat leukemia and lymphoma through research.

Pasta for Pennies is sponsored by the Olive Garden and winners get a catered
pasta lunch.

According to the Olive Garden’s website, Pasta for Pennies has raised up to
$46 million for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society and the program is used in
two million high schools, junior highs and elementary schools.

“[Leukemia] is the number one cancer to infect people under the age of 20 so
we thought it would be good for high school students,” said English teacher and
National Honor Society sponsor Miss Rachael Jones.

National Honor Society decided to make this fundraiser a competition between
the boys and the girls. The winning team will get a catered lunch from Olive Gar-
den. Senior Kaleigh Rich said this was a big motivator to win the competition and
to raise money for the organization.

“It [was] an easy way to raise money,” said Rich. “It’s just change, but change
adds up.”

This activity was something that the National Honor Society could work to-
gether on in the school.



