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Teenagers being awarded instead of celebrities

Paice BoLEK
News Editor

This year actors, actresses, singers, and famous people are not the only ones
getting awards. A new awards night has been started called TeenNick HALO
Awards, rewarding firegularo teenagers.

Nick Cannon is the chairman of this organization and host of the new
development. HALO stands for Helping And Leading Others. This award is to
recognize four teenagers for their outstanding support in philanthropic causes.
LeBron James, Alicia Keys, Hayden Panettiere and Justin Timberlake are the
celebrities assigned to each teen helped give out the awards during the awards
show which was held Dec. 11.

fiThere are so many regular young people who are agents of change in their
communities, and | wanted to recognize their efforts,0 said Cannon according to
PR Newswire.

Brryan Jackson, from St. Charles, MO created an organization advocating
HIV/AIDS awareness and education called Hope Is Vital. He was infected with
HIV as an infant and shared the same interest in the group Keep A Child Alive as
Keys.

Megan Kilroy grew up on the shores of Santa Monica and is now in charge

of Team Marine at her high school that conducts research on ocean life and
promotes education of it. Panettiere is the spokesperson for The Whaleman
Foundation and its Save the Whales Again! They were paired up together
because of their similar passions.

Darrius Snow grew up in the projects of Atlanta. He built and now runs the
BTEAM (Bankhead Teens Encouraging Action by Motivating Others), which
tries to improve community and provide alternatives to violence, drugs, and
gangs. James was coupled with Snow since he founded the LeBron James
Family Foundation, strengthening ties between families dealing with adversity.

Leah Stoltz started Curvy Girls of Long Island because she is living with
scoliosis. Timberlake was matched with her because of his charity The Shriners
Hospitals for Children, a pediatric, orthopedic healthcare system with 22
hospitals that specialize in orthopedics, burn care, spinal cord injury and cleft lip
and palate.

fiThe stories of these four teens are both motivational and uplifting, and
we think the HALO Awards will help to inspire other young people in their
communities to get involved in service,0 said Marjorie Cohn, Executive Vice
President, Original Programming and Development, Nickelodeon according to
Teen Nickds website.

Theater school lets people act all year round

FraNcEsca PELUSI
Writer

Bloomington-Normal is increasing its
diversity and opportunities. One major
opportunity which invites diversity and
culture into the town is Theatreds Cool.
Theaterds Cool is an acting school that
teaches the technique of fimethodo acting.
The founder of Theaterds Cool, which is the
only professional acting school in Central
Ilinois, is Kymberly Harris.

Harris is an award winning actress and
has attended Illinois State University and
The Actors Studio Drama School.

The studio features various programs.
There is a kids level one and two acting
class, a teen acting class, and an adult acting
class.

Theaterds Cool does more than teach kids, teens, and adults acting
skills. It also offers a diverse place to meet friends while putting on
productions or performing in a poetry slam. After every 10 classes,
students usually perform.

Emma Blyth, a junior at University High School, attended Theaterés Cool teen
acting classes for several years.

fil got involved after my
grandma showed me one of
the pyers and love always
liked doing theatre so |
thought 16d give it a shot. |
was really surprised because
the atmosphere was really
supportive. Youbre allowed
to be vulnerable which is
something you need to do in
order to act,0 said Blyth.

Blyth said the school is very
diverse, and there are many
different ages and levels of
acting. Along with becoming
a better actress, Blyth says
Theaterds Cool as a growing
experience.

filbve done about 20 shows
with [Theaterds Cool] and ldve
gained skills that have helped
me get roles | wanted,0 says
Blyth.

Theaterés Cool also offers scholarships, and anyone can join at any time. The
school is located at 403 North Main Street in downtown Bloomington.

(Left) Senior Mykael Smithis mom, Kimberly Pe-
abler, acts out a personal moment from the play,
Fences. (Below) The rest of the class sits in the
audience and watches their peers perform.

Mykael Smith

@



