	Sports 
	


	Friday, August 30, 2002 

Lights, cameras, kickoffs 


Intercity teams seek continued success in their season openers 


By Jim Benson 
Pantagraph staff 

Just looking at last year's records suggests one thing tonight at Danville. 

A running clock in the second half. 

Bloomington High School returns much of the nucleus from its 12-1 squad that advanced to the Class 6A semifinals last season. Danville comes off an 0-9 season in which its closest game was 16 points. 

So when the Purple Raiders, ranked No. 2 in the Class 6A state preseason poll, and Danville kick off the football season at 5:30 p.m., a blowout is expected. 

Of course, don't tell BHS coach Rigo Schmelzer such nonsense. 

"I think we're the better team, but they better not look past someone because of past records," said Schmelzer. "We're banged up and are going to be missing some kids." 

Central Catholic might own the state's longest winning streak to start the season. The Saints go for their 24th straight season-opening victory when they meet Gibson City-Melvin-Sibley at 7 o'clock at Hancock Stadium. It will be the first game on the new AstroPlay surface. 

NCHS goes for its fifth straight 1-0 start when it entertains Urbana at Truman Keys Field. University High, under first-year coach Mac McDaniel, travels to face Farmington, while Normal West is off to Mattoon. Those games also start at 7 p.m. 

• Bloomington: The Raiders have won 25 straight regular-season games and six consecutive season openers. They went to Danville and earned a 44-0 victory in last year's opener. 

BHS junior defensive end Dan Pettie broke his thumb this week in practice, but has been cleared to play. Tight end Dan Cotton will miss the first half of the season after hernia surgery. He'll be replaced by senior Billy Franks or sophomore Tim McAvoy. Center Kyle Witt, a returning starter, has stitches in his chin but should be available. 

With senior quarterback Andre Brown, who threw for 2,071 yards and 20 touchdowns last season, returning along with several other key players, the Raiders' high preseason ranking was somewhat expected. 

"Some love it. Their chests are puffed out walking the hallways. They realized what we did last year was special," said Schmelzer. "They're excited about it. My job is to grab their ankles and pull them back." 

Danville's top returning player is halfback Sherard Blanden, who gained 669 yards rushing last season. 

• Central Catholic: There will be new starters all over the field for the Saints. One of those will be at quarterback, where senior Deano Davis takes control. The Saints, who were 9-3 last season, figure to throw the ball a lot behind an inexperienced line. 

"We think we've got a good quarterback in Deano with a good arm and some good receivers in Ryan Scheets, who I think will surprise a lot of people, and William Brady," said Central's 11th-year coach, Bobby Moews. "It's easier to pass block than run block. We're working with our line. The more experience you get, the better the line gets." 

Central senior Evan Lingenfelter, slated to start at center, is out with mononucleosis. Junior Michael Butts takes Lingenfelter's spot. 

GCMS will be without three two-way starters, but Coach Mike Allen declined to say who they were. The Falcons are coming off an 0-9 season. How badly does GCMS need a victory? 

"We're not the same team as last year. That's the first question everyone asks. You get tired of hearing that," said Allen, starting his second season. "We're a different team with a lot of different faces. It's important (to get a win early), but we're not basing our whole season on winning or losing that first game." 

• Normal Community: The Ironmen's defense receives a stern test right away from a veteran Urbana squad which has made the playoffs two straight years. Urbana possesses some quality skill-position players in quarterback Jake Johnson, a three-year starter, halfback Brandon Cooper and wide receiver Anthony Whiteside. 

"Johnson, Cooper and Whiteside are probably as good as anyone in the conference," said Hud Venerable, beginning his ninth season as NCHS coach. 

Junior Joe Kingdon will be starting his first game at quarterback for NCHS. 

"He seems to really manage the offense pretty well," said Venerable. "He's good in the huddle, those leadership things that really stand out." 

Urbana and NCHS haven't played since the Ironmen earned a 41-20 victory to open the 1999 season. 

• U High: There definitely will be an unknown factor for both teams at Farmington. 

McDaniel, a former Illinois State assistant, is coaching on a high school sidelines for the first time since he was in Texas 10 years ago. 

The Pioneers are searching for their fourth straight season-opening victory. Last year, U High beat Farmington 34-7. McDaniel has seen those tapes, but doesn't know if that matters. 

"We don't know how they're going to line up. They could be in a Chinese foreign defense or an unorthodox offense," said McDaniel. "They've probably done a lot since last year. I'm sure he (Farmington coach Eric Black) has got them fired up and ready to go. Our coaches, at least the ones who are getting paid, will make their salary on the first couple series." 

McDaniel was worried on Tuesday when the Pioneers went through a practice he called "the worst day on either side I've seen in 30-some years (of coaching). I've never seen a practice that bad. I was discouraged." 

However, McDaniel said the players were upset by their performance and Wednesday's practice was "doggone fantastic. It was fun. The kids jazzed it a level up." 

• Normal West: The Wildcats will have another Swearingen playing a prominent role. 

Sophomore Tyler Swearingen, brother of graduated two-way Big 12 Conference West Division all-star Matt, will get the nod at quarterback tonight. Swearingen and junior Jordan Comadena waged a spirited battle throughout training camp. 

"I'm not sure it wasn't a tie," said Coach Jim Baker, beginning his eighth season with the Wildcats. "At our scrimmage Saturday, both moved the ball fairly well. We put Jordan at wing back, and all of a sudden the team started moving." 

With Comadena also set to play defense, Baker said it made sense to go with Swearingen at quarterback. 

The Wildcats will be without two-way starting lineman Mark Young, who is sidelined with a respiratory ailment. 

Mattoon, 3-6 last season, hasn't played West since the Green Wave took a 36-6 victory to open the 1999 season. Leading the way for a veteran Green Wave team will be quarterback Ryan Snowden and halfback Aaron Brown, both three-year starters.



	

	


