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BHS-Mattoon 

The Purple Raiders (2-0, 1-0), holding steady at No. 2 in the Class 6A state poll, used a solid defensive effort to blank NCHS 13-0 in last week's Intercity Tripleheader. Mattoon (1-1, 0-1) is coming off a 24-7 Big 12 East loss to Champaign Centennial. 

"They have 18 players back from last year and they are a group that is skilled with good size and an impressive line," said BHS coach Rigo Schmelzer. "We're facing a multiple offense with a three-year starter at quarterback." 

BHS turned back NCHS four times inside its own 29-yard line and shut out the Ironmen for the first time since 1994. Ryan Pankey, Noah Wyatt and Chad Olson paced the defense as the Raiders captured their 27th straight regular-season win. Tailback James Wade rushed for 87 of his game-high 127 yards in the second half. 

"There's no letdown at all," Schmelzer said. "Sometimes you look at a preseason schedule and say this game is an automatic victory, but this game is not. We have to take this game with caution, and we better be ready to play."

