COURSE TITLE:
SENIOR LANGUAGE STUDIES
Prerequisite:

Junior or Senior standing

Course Description:
This course is for the college-bound student.  Systematic vocabulary lessons will be used to improve vocabulary development.  The student will read nonfiction and fiction to improve comprehension skills and reading rate.  Levels of comprehension will be used to sharpen the student's understanding of patterns of organization and the writing process.  Students will write, demonstrating their understanding of organizational patterns and style.  Study skills will be reinforced.




This course addresses these Illinois Learner Standards:  1, 3.

COURSE SYLLABUS
I.
Vocabulary










II.
Spelling










III. 
Comprehension





 


A.
Literal


B.
Critical


C.
Affective

IV.
Rate












A.
Flexibility


B.
Skimming


C.
Scanning

V.
Study Methods





 


A.
SQ3R/inventory/preview/panorama


B.
Time management


C.
Parts of the text


D.
Notetaking


E.
Listening


F.
Mnemonics


G.
Test-taking


H.
Library references
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Materials:


Developing Reading Versatility, 7th edition* (Holt/Harcourt Brace/1997)


Ten Steps to Advancing College Reading Skills, 3rd edition* 
(Townsend Press/1999)

Vocabulary for the College-Bound Student-Hardbound*  (Amsco)


The College Student*  (Jamestown)


Skimming and Scanning*  (Jamestown)


Timing Books: 3rd edition*  (Jamestown)


Reading Drills Advanced Level*  (Jamestown)


Student's choice of reading fiction/nonfiction  (15-20 minutes daily to read their choice)

* Primary Text

Senior Language Studies
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PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
At the end of the semester each student should be able to


 1.
analyze words using affixes and root words,


 2.
use sense and perception in pronunciation, meaning, and spelling,


 3.
review rules of spelling, syllabication, and accent,


 4.
identify key words in sentences,


 5.
analyze paragraphs to locate topic sentence, to find main idea and details, and to recognize patterns,


 6.
develop logical reasoning using inferences,


 7.
detect the writer's tone in order to understand the meaning of the passage.


 8.
to evaluate materials according to the author's reliability,


 9.
develop skill in interpreting symbols, graphs, and charts,


10.
develop skill in speed of perception and interpretation of words and phrases,


11.
adjust reading rate according to purpose,


12.
acquire skill at skimming, scanning, and pacing,


13.
become skilled at reading to capacity with good speed and comprehension, 


14.
read without vocalization,


15.
use efficient eye movements when reading,


16.
practice various study methods to aid in reading textbooks and other assignments,


17.
develop skill in time management and schedule planning,


18.
learn to take organized lecture notes,


19.
develop listening comprehension to following directions, to hear ideas and recognize transitional phrases in lectures, and to become sensitized to meanings, organization, and tone of lectures,


20.
develop understanding through writing outlines,


21.
acquire methods for improving concentration and memory,


22.
develop effective test-taking strategies,


23.
improve skill in locating reference material in library.

These objectives will be evaluated by class discussion, oral and written exercises, application to new materials as well as tests.

COURSE TITLE:
CREATIVE WRITING
Prerequisite:

C or better in Freshman and Sophomore English

Course Description:
This course is designed to meet the needs of the student who seeks an outlet for artistic expression, who possesses interest and talent in composing original fiction, and who is interested in writing for performance and publication.  The student will write literary analysis of multi-cultural works of modern fiction writers.  The class will utilize a workshop format with peer analysis of original works in progress.  Included will be the writing of poetry, short stories, and drama.  A final portfolio must be submitted. This course does not replace the expository writing necessary for college that the student gains in English Language/ Composition.



This course addresses these Illinois Learner Standards:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5.

COURSE SYLLABUS
I.
The Creative Writing Process







A.
Prewriting


B.
Early drafts


C.
Revision


D.
Late drafts


E.
Writing process log

II.
Composing Poetry









A.
Literary analysis of multicultural poetry


B.
Poetic elements


C.
Techniques


D.
Structures


E.
Write/workshop original poetry

III.
Developing Peer Response and Evaluation Skills



A.
Critique and research modern poets


B.
Read critiques of modern poets/poetry


C.
Attend poetry readings


D.
Complete peer response sheets


E.
MLA explication of a poem or short story

IV.
Composing Short Stories








A.
Elements


B.
Structure


C.
Techniques


D.
Write/workshop original short stories


E.
Analysis of short story genre

Creative Writing
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V.
Preparing a Portfolio








A.
Types of creative writing


B.
Developing pieces


C.
Selecting/compiling contents


D.
Supporting materials (preface, table of contents,



self-evaluation/reflection)


E.
Presentation

VI.
Performance Projects








A.
Class coffeehouse (oral performance)


B.
Compile class anthology


C.
Submit two pieces for publication with cover letter


D.
Oral presentations of author research projects

Materials:

Imaginative Writing; The Elements of Craft* (Prentice Hall/2003)


Working Words: The Process of Creative Writing* (Mayfield/1992)


Poetry By Doing (National/1992)


Writer's Mind: Crafting Fiction (National/1995)

* Primary Text

Creative Writing
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PROGRAM OBJECTIVES

At the end of the semester each student should be able to

1.
employ all phases of a cyclical writing process--prewriting, drafting, revising, publishing--to create an original portfolio of creative writing;

2.
analyze an existing piece of writing to identify elements of the genre's craft which contribute to quality;

3.
construct short stories which demonstrate an understanding of composing elements: plot movement, point of view, setting, time flow, dialogue, characterization, unity, conflict, logic, coherence, and credibility;

4.
construct poems which demonstrate an understanding of poetics: imagery, concrete sensory details, figurative language, sound devices, form, structure, tension, thematics, metaphor, compression, and revelation;

5.
improve peer response skills to critique skillfully the form, content, and stylistic techniques of others' pieces;

6.
improve revision skills to incorporate constructive criticism in the drafting process;

7.
understand the concept of metaphor and its artistic, social, cultural, and political implications;

8.
demonstrate cooperative attitudes and collaborative leadership in the context of the classroom writing community;

9.
demonstrate mastery of Standard English usage conventions including intentional deviations stylistically adopted in an original piece;

10.
develop critical thinking skills--analysis, synthesis, logical reasoning, interpretation, and evaluation--in both contexts of original writing and the study of others' writings;

11.
increase awareness of careers and vocational pursuits related to creative writing;

12.
differentiate between personal and public writing;

13.
research, document, evaluate style and content, and synthesize the contributions of a published writer of any genre.

These objectives will be evaluated by a quarter writing portfolio, semester writing portfolio, and Critical Study of a Writer Project.

COURSE TITLE:
DRAMA I
Prerequisite:

Teacher/Counselor recommendation

Course Description:
In this course, the student will develop skills in performance, production, and analysis of theater.  Course work will include origins of theater, acting, production, and analysis of dramatic literature.  Reading, writing, and speaking objectives will be met through the study and practice of dramatic literature.  The student will also develop skills in critical and creative thinking.  This course can not be used to meet the English graduation requirement.




This course addresses these Illinois Learner Standards:  25, 26, 27.
COURSE SYLLABUS
I.
Movement











A.
Relaxation


B.
Warm-ups


C.
Pantomime



1.
Size



2.
Shape



3.
Weight

II.
Voice and Thought









A.
Vocal technique



1.
Diction



2.
Projection


B.
Improvisation

III.
Theater Spaces










A.
Areas of stage for acting


B.
Terms



1.
Proscenium



2.
Cyclorama



3.
Legs and teasers



4.
Traveler



5.
Wings



6.
Rake



7.
Orchestra



8.
House



9.
Batten



10.
Electric


C.
Bloomington auditorium as a theatre space

Drama I
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IV.
Monologues


A.
Performance techniques







B.
Scripted










C.
Making a cutting


D.
Character analysis

V.
Dialogue


A.
Dramatic duets






 


B.
Comic duets









C.
Script analysis







VI.
Production Elements









A.
Choosing a script


B.
Considering time period for historical reference


C.
Designing



1.
Set



2.
Costumes



3.
Properties



4.
Lighting


D.
Casting


E.
Promoting



1.
Programs



2.
Publicity

Materials:


Theatre: Art in Action*  (Glencoe/2005)


Neil Simon Vol. I


Neil Simon Vol. II

* Primary Text

Drama I









  Page 3

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES

I.
At the end of the semester each student should be able to:


1.
read and evaluate a script for the purpose of creating character,


2.
utilize both sensory and technical elements to create a performance,


3.
identify and be able to define the basic stage elements used in production,

4.
create basic production elements used in producing a play including publicity, costume design, script analysis, properties, and stage plans,


5.
be able to properly critique performance.

COURSE TITLE:
DRAMA II
Prerequisite:

Drama I

Course Description:
This course is designed for the student who wishes to formally explore and study drama/theater for the purpose of production.  It would also be for the student who wishes to study drama as literature.  The course will include acting methodologies, technical elements, and various genres representing historical periods and cultures.  The final class project will involve the production of a theatrical performance.  This course can not be used to meet the English graduation requirement.




This course addresses these Illinois Learner Standards:  25, 26, 27.
COURSE SYLLABUS
I.
Introduction and Reflection


A.
Review of basic acting techniques


B.
Introspection of the inner self


C.
The Stanislavski Method



1.
The magic "If"



2.
Given circumstances



3.
Concentration



4.
Objective



5.
Emotional recall

II.
Movement and Music


A.
The musical



1.
Historically



2.
Today


B.
West Side Story


1.
Analysis of script



2.
Character study


C.
Use of movement



1.
Integration of blocking and music



2.
Choreography

III.
The Modern American Play


A.
History



1.
From melodrama to realism



2.
Absurdism



3.
Surrealism



4.
Other various movements


B.
Selection of works



1.
Reading for understanding



2.
Analysis and application of universal theme

Drama II
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C.
The Bald Soprano


1.
Reading for understanding



2.
Identifying structure



3.
Analysis for theme


D.
American acting movement



1.
The group's ideals



2.
Strasberg and the method


E.
Contemporary Theatre



1.
Various movements



2.
Current trends

IV.
Technical Design Project


A.
Concept/Theme


B.
Adaption to stage



1.
Design



2.
Creation



3.
Production teams


C.
Visual research for spectacle

V.
Understanding Technical Production


A.
Set


B.
Costumes


C.
Properties


D.
Publicity

VI.
Auditioning


A.
Types


B.
Resumés


C.
Monologues



1.
One comic, one dramatic



2.
Standard length

VII.
Producing a play


A.
Choose a script


B.
Create a production team


C.
Rehearse


D.
Produce for audience

Materials:


Theatre: Art in Action*   (Glencoe/2005)


The Bald Soprano  (Samuel French/script)


Romeo and Juliet/West Side Story  (Dell Publ./1965) (script)

*Primary text

Drama II
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PROGRAM OBJECTIVES

I.
At the end of the semester each student should be able to:


1.
differentiate between the various forms of drama,


2.
direct a scene using stage composition techniques,


3.
apply Stanislavski's theory of acting to performance,

4.
create/build/organize/decorate scenic units, properties and costumes for use in a production,

5.
produce a play for audience viewing,

6.
meaningfully analyze and critique a dramatic performance.

COURSE TITLE:
JOURNALISM I
Prerequisite:

Freshman English or teacher recommendation

Course Description:
This course is designed to introduce the student to basic journalism by examining the roles and responsibilities of media through history.  The student will define, identify, analyze newsworthiness and will practice the skills necessary for basic reporting through information gathering.  The student will also study style, proofreading, and copy-editing.  The course will involve news, editorials/ opinions, features, sports stories, headlines, and captions.  The student will produce news articles, a front page, and various other types of writing as they pertain to the Aegis and Aepix.  This course cannot be used to meet the English graduation requirement.




This course addresses these Illinois Learner Standards:  3, 1, 4, 5.
COURSE SYLLABUS:  First Semester

I.
History of Journalism


A.
First amendment


B.
America’s First Newspapers


C.
Yellow journalism


D.
Muckraking


E.
Impact of technology

II.
Responsibilities of the Media


A.
Functions of journalism



1.
Political



2.
Economic



3.
Sentry



4.
Record-keeping



5.
Entertainment



6.
Social



7.
Marketplace



8.
Agenda-setting


B.
Evaluating the media


C.
Code of ethics


D.
Libel law



1.
Truth



2.
Fair comment



3.
Admit errors


E.
The Hazelwood decision


F.
Forum theory

Journalism I
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III.
What is News?


A.
News judgment


B.
Elements of the news



1.
Timeliness



2.
Prominence



3.
Consequence



4.
Human interest

5. Conflict

6. Proximity


C.
Generating story ideas


D. 
“Who Cares?” Method

IV.
News Organizations and Sources


A.
Newspaper staff


B.
News sources

V.
Interviewing Techniques

A. Preparing for the Interview

B. The Formal Interview

C. Writing the Interview Story

VI.
Writing News Story Leads


A.
Inverted pyramid


B.
Five W's and one H


C.
Summary leads

VII.
Writing News Stories


A.
Transitions


B.
Organizational patterns


C.
Newspaper style



1.
Sexist language



2.
Clarity



3.
Sentence style



4.
Wordiness

5. Clichés, slang, jargon

6. Rules for numbers, titles, abbreviations

VIII.  
Handling Quotes Fairly and Accurately


A.  
Direct Quotations

B. Paraphrasing

C. Partial Quotations

D. Attribution

Journalism I
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COURSE SYLLABUS:  Second Semester

I.
In-Depth Reporting

A. Avoiding Superficiality

B. Finding Space

C. The Quality of Writing

D. Introductions

II.
Writing Feature Stories

A. Personality Features

B. Finding Subjects

C. Humanizing the News

III.
Writing Editorials and Columns

A. Editorials

1. Explain

2. Persuade

3. Answer

4. Warn

5. Briefly Comment

6. Regularly Comment

7. Criticize

8. Praise

9. Entertain

10. Lead

B. Parts of the Editorial

1. Introduction

2. Reaction

3. Details

4. Conclusion


C. Columns

1. Profile

2. Fashion and fad

3. In-the-clubs

4. Names-in-the-news

5. Entertainment

6. Question-Answer

7. Satirical or Philosophical

D. Other Editorial Page Elements

1. Letters to the Editor

2. Editorial Cartoons

3. Opinion Features

4. Point-Counterpoint

5. Mini-torials

Journalism I
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IV.
Writing Sports Stories

A. Pre-game Story

B. Game Story

C. Post-game Story

V.
Desktop Publishing

A. Quark Express

B. Adobe Photoshop

C. Scanning

D. Network

VI.
Editing and Layout

A. Redundancies

B. Copy Editing Symbols

C. Using the AP-UPI Stylebook

D. Revising

E. Headline Writing

F. Front Page Design

VII.
Using Photographs Effectively

A. Photo Essay

B. Regional/National Use of Photos

C. Effective Photos

D. Functions of Photographs

1.
Capturing attention


2.
Providing information


3.
Providing entertainment


4.
Establishing an emotional link


5.
Acting as a layout device


6.
Establishing an identity for a publication

VIII.
Business and Advertising

A. Effects of Advertising on society

B. Layout

C. Sales Letters

D. Designing Ads

 Materials:



Journalism Today!, 6th edition   (Glencoe)

Journalism I
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PROGRAM OBJECTIVES

I.
At the end of the year each student should be able to:

1.
conduct an effective interview and demonstrate the necessary steps of preparation.

2.
effectively produce news, feature, sports, and editorial/opinion style articles,

3.
demonstrate knowledge of layout techniques and desktop publishing skills by producing 2 newspaper/yearbook pages.

COURSE TITLE:
JOURNALISM II -- NEWSPAPER PRODUCTION (AEGIS)
Prerequisite:

Journalism I and/or Teacher approval

Course Description:
This production course is designed to give the student further journalistic experience with newspaper layout, interviewing, reporting, copywriting, and edition of the Aegis.  The student will also study marketing and management and will develop the social skills necessary to work effectively as part of a joint effort.  In addition to reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills, the course will involve technical experience in the use of computer and photography equipment with Desktop Publishing and Quark Express.  The student must be willing to spend time after school.  This course can not be used to meet the English graduation requirement.




This course addresses these Illinois Learner Standards:  3, 4, 5.
COURSE SYLLABUS:  First Semester

I.
Team Interaction


A.
Social interaction


B.
Team building skills


C.
Effective interaction

II.
Leadership Skills


A.
Conflict resolution


B.
Editorial roles

III.
Time Management


A.
Daily action 


B.
Deadline

IV.
Business


A.
Budget planning


B.
Ad sales

V.
Newspaper Publication


A.
Writing



1.
News/beat



2.
Feature



3.
Sports



4.
Editorial/opinion


B.
Desktop publishing/layout and design



1.
Quark Express



2.
Adobe Photoshop



3.
Microsoft Word 



4.
iPhoto 

Journalism II - Newspaper Production (Aegis)
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C.
Digital Photography 



1.
Operation



2.
Downloading





3.
iPhoto


D.
Editing


E.
Distribution

COURSE SYLLABUS:  Second Semester

I.
Advanced Newspaper Publication Production


A.
Writing specialized stories



1.
In-depth feature stories



2.
Investigative news stories



3.
Pre, post, and game stories


B.
Copy-editing skills


C.
Copy and paste-up dummy sheets

II.
Advanced Desktop Publishing Skills


A.
Advanced Quark Express


B.
Adobe Photoshop

III.
Photography


A.
Scanning


B.
Flowing/cropping


C.
Caption writing


D.
iPhoto

IV.
Online Newspaper Production


A.
File conversion


B.
Microsoft Front Page


C.
Web Design

Materials:


Radical Write*  (Taylor Publishing)


Journalism Today, 6th edition  (Glencoe)

* Primary text

Journalism II - Newspaper Production (Aegis)
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PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 

I.
At the end of the year each student should be able to:

1.
write superior quality articles in a number of different styles, such as news, feature, sports, and editorial/opinion,

2.
demonstrate desktop publishing skills by designing several newspaper pages using Quark Express,

3.
work together as a team to produce quality issues of the school newspaper.

COURSE TITLE:
JOURNALISM II -- YEARBOOK PRODUCTION (AEPIX)
Prerequisite:

Journalism I and/or Teacher approval

Course Description:
This production course is designed for the student with an interest in photojournalism. The course will include evaluating the purpose of a school yearbook and how this purpose is revealed in formulating of editorial positions.  The student will work to further develop skills in writing and editing of headlines, copy, and captions.  An emphasis will also be placed on the collaborative work needed for the production of the Aepix.  Yearbook software will be used in planning and executing the layouts.  The student must be willing to spend time after school.  This course cannot be used to meet the English graduation requirement.




This course addresses these Illinois Learner Standards:  1, 3, 4, 5.
COURSE SYLLABUS
I.
Evaluation of Previous Year's Yearbook (All Staff)


A.
Compile questionnaire results


B.
Use of constructive criticism

II.
Ladder Design (Editors)


A.
Change prior year's ladder


B.
Determine number of pages in book


C.
Determine order of pages


D.
Determine all deadlines on ladder


E.
Assign writers and photographers for pages

III.
Layout Design (Editors)


A.
Use of graphics


B.
Headlines and subheads


C.
Dominant photos


D.
Design layouts for each section



1.
Student life



2.
Sports



3.
Clubs



4.
Academics



5.
People



6.
Opening/closing



7.
Table of contents



8.
Dedication



9.
Ads


E.
Variations of layout for each section


F.
Cover


G.
Endsheets

Journalism II - Yearbook Production (Aepix)





  Page 2

IV.
Copywriting (Writers and Editors)


A.
Feature


B.
Sports


C.
Clubs


D.
Special events


E.
Use of past tense


F.
Use of active voice


G.
Use of quotations

V.
Picture Cropping (Writers and Editors)


A.
Use of cropper


B.
Enlargement and reduction


C.
Rule of thirds


D.
Candid shots

VI.
Photography (Photographer)


A.
Flash


B.
Shuttle speed


C.
F-stop


D.
Types of film


E.
Use of bulkloader

VII.
Darkroom Procedure for Developing (Photographers)


A.
Developing chemicals


B.
Developing tank


C.
Time and temperature

VIII. Darkroom Procedure for Prints (Photographers)


A.
Enlarger


B.
Safelight


C.
Chemicals


D.
Dodging


E.
Burning


F.
Kinds of paper


G.
Test strips


H.
Washing


I. 
Drying

IX.
Actual Production (Writers and Editors)


A.
Interview


B.
Schedule pictures



1.
Staff photographers



2.
Haltermans Studios 



3.
Coaches and advisors

Journalism II - Yearbook Production (Aepix)
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C.
Write headline and subheads


D.
Choose pictures to be printed


E.
Write captions


F.
I.D. group pictures


G.
Crop pictures


H.
Enter copy and captions into computer


I.
Label special instructions


J.
Save to class disk, hard drive, and zip drive

X.
Yearly Projects (All Staff)


A.
Yearbook Interactive CD-ROM project


B.
Scanning photos




C.
Gathering survey information 


D.
Creating layouts 

XI.
Business (All Staff)


A.
Ad sales


B.
Book sales


C.
"Happy" ads


D.
Distribution preparation


E.
Organization and distribution of school pictures for entire student body


F.
Fund-raisers



1.
For summer workshop



2.
For "extras" in book

Materials:


created Staff Handbook


Jostens Resources Book


Jostens Yeartech Users Guide


Jostens Users Guide


The Yearbook Guide (Word Tech publications)

Journalism II - Yearbook Production (Aepix)
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PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
At the end of the year each regular staff member should be able to


1.
draw a layout with all parts correctly labeled,


2.
design an original layout,


3.
understand and write instructions for special features,


4.
crop a picture,


5.
interview a person with meaningful questions that will elicit interesting answers,


6.
write feature stories in past tense with active voice verbs,


7.
report quotations accurately with correct punctuation,


8.
report school events accurately and in lively prose,


9.
write appropriate features in lively prose,


10.
write effective and interesting headlines and subheads,


11.
write informative and accurate captions,


12.
be an effective member of a team.

At the end of the year each photographer should be able to


1.
use a camera and flash effectively,


2.
develop film in the darkroom,


3.
mix chemicals correctly for developing and printing,


4.
print pictures in the darkroom,


5.
use a black and white enlarger correctly,


6.
understand and work with problem negatives,


7.
organize and categorize negatives,


8.
keep darkroom in good working condition,


9.
cooperate and work effectively as a team member.


10.
use a digital camera effectively

These objectives will be evaluated by checklists and evaluation sheets for each of the pages completed for the yearbook, peer response and teacher response to features and reports, and examination of proof pages.

