COURSE TITLE:
HONORS FRESHMAN COMPOSITION/GRAMMAR PRIVATE 

Prerequisite:

Freshman standing; Teacher/Counselor recommendation


Course Description:
This course is a grammar/composition course for the academically superior student who has advanced reading and writing skills.  The student will study grammar and usage extensively as it relates to writing and speaking.  Composition assignments will include paragraph development and essay writing.




This course addresses these Illinois Learner Standards:  3, 5.

COURSE SYLLABUS
I.
Elements of Composing




 
 


A.
Select a worthwhile topic


B.
Define audience


C.
State purpose


D.
Select a viewpoint

II.
Steps in the Writing









A.
Prewriting



B.
Organizing


C.
Writing


D.
Revising


E.
Editing


F.
Proofreading

III.
Element of the Paragraph








A.
Structure



1.
Topic sentence



2.
Support sentences



3.
Concluding sentences



4.
Unity



5.
Coherence


B.
Supporting details



1.
Facts and statistics



2.
Incident/anecdote



3.
Reasons



4.
Examples



5.
Sensory details


C.
Methods of development



1.
Chronological



2.
Spatial



3.
Order of importance



4.
Comparison/contrast
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D.
Methods of development



1.
Classification



2.
Definition



3.
Cause-effect



4.
Analysis


E.
Types of writing based on purpose



1.
Descriptive



2.
Narration



3.
Exposition



4.
Persuasion

IV.
Parts of Speech (review)





 

V.
Sentence Patterns






 


A.
Complements with action verbs


B.
Complements with linking verbs

VI.
Sentence Structure






 


A.
Phrase, clause


B.
Types of clauses


C.
Types of sentences


D.
Sentence structure errors



1.
Run-on



2.
Fragment



3.
Comma splice



4.
Faulty predication


E.
Sentence combining


F.
Parallel Structure

VII.
Usage











A.
Verb usage



1.
Troublesome



2.
Irregular



3.
Tense consistency



4.
Agreement with subject


B.
Pronoun usage



1.
Agreement with subject



2.
Objective case



3.
Nominative case


C.
Adjective/adverb usage in comparisons
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VIII.
Elements of the Multi-paragraph Essay




A.
Types covered



1.
Narration



2.
Exposition



3.
Persuasion



4.
Description


B.
Transitions



1.
Paragraph hook



2.
Echo

IX.
Mechanics








 


A.
Punctuation



1.
Apostrophe



2.
Comma



3.
Semicolon, colon



4.
Dash, hyphen, quotations marks, underlining


B.
Spelling

X.
Research Project









A.
Locating sources


B.
Notetaking


C.
Documentation


D.
Outlining


E.
Microcomputer search (GIS)

XI.
Required Instructional Activities






A.
Journal writing


B.
Vocabulary study


C.
Listening

XII.
Use of Language







 


A.
Denotation/connotation


B.
Loaded words 


C.
Jargon


D.
Slang


E.
Colloquialism/idiom 

Materials:


Elements of Writing, Third Course*  (Holt, Rinehart, Winston/1998) 


Sentence Combining  (Allyn, Bacon)


English Workshop, Third Course  (Holt, Rienhart, Winston/1995) (teacher resource)

*  Primary Text
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PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
At the end of the first semester each student should be able to


 1.
select a meaningful topic on which to write and avoid content that is primarily "common knowledge,"


 2.
understand the importance of defining an audience for his/her writing,


 3.
define an appropriate audience for each writing selection,


 4.
recognize and state a purpose for each writing selection,


 5.
understand the concept of a viewpoint in writing,


 6.
understand the significance of and follow the steps in the writing process,


 7.
write paragraphs with topic sentence, support, and concluding sentence,


 8.
write paragraphs that are unified and coherent,


 9.
understand 5 types of supporting details and use them in constructing paragraphs,


10.
organize details according to four different methods,


11.
recognize four methods of developing an essay,


12.
write four essays: descriptive, narrative, expository, persuasive,


13.
understand and use several types of transition between paragraphs,


14.
write business letters, forms, and applications using correct form,


15.
research a topic using books, periodicals, and a computer,


16.
take notes on a researched topic and write a documented essay using proper MLA form,


17.
understand the importance of journal writing in the writing process,


18.
understand word usage with regard to denotation, connotation, diction, figurative, and literal language,


19.
recognize the different parts of a sentence and understand their functions,


20.
write with consistency in verb tense, correct use of troublesome and irregular verbs, and agreement in number,


21.
use pronouns correctly with regard to agreement and case,


22.
use adjectives and adverbs correctly in comparison,


23.
recognize the difference between a phrase and a clause,


24.
recognize type of clauses,


25.
recognize types of sentences and use a variety of types in writing,


26.
recognize run-ons, fragments, and comma splices and avoid them in writing,


27.
combine sentences effectively to achieve fluency and variety of sentence length,


28.
understand the rule for and use correctly apostrophes, commas, semicolons, colons, dashes, hyphens, quotation marks, and underlining.


29.
spell most commonly misspelled words correctly and use a dictionary when writing,


30.
write sentences using all types of clauses in various functions,


31.
recognize and avoid faulty predication,


32.
recognize and use parallel structure in sentences and paragraphs.

COURSE TITLE:
FRESHMAN COMPOSITION/GRAMMAR

Prerequisite:

None

Course Description:
This semester course is composition and grammar for the student who has average to above average reading and writing skills.  It is designed to improve the student's ability to write clearly and effectively.  Writing process will be analyzed and practiced.




This course addresses these Illinois Learner Standards:  3, 5.

COURSE SYLLABUS
I.
Elements of composing





 


A.
Select a worthwhile topic


B.
Define audience


C.
State purpose


D.
Select viewpoint

II.
Steps in the writing process




 


A.
Pre-writing


B.
Organizing


C.
Writing


D.
Revising


E.
Editing


F.
Proofreading

III.
Parts of speech review





 

IV.
Sentence patterns









A.
Complements with active verbs


B.
Complements with linking verbs

V.
Elements of the paragraph




 


A.
Structure



1.
Topic sentence



2.
Support sentences



3.
Concluding sentence



4.
Unity



5.
Coherence


B.
Supporting details



1.
Facts and statistics



2.
Incidents/anecdotes



3.
Reasons



4.
Examples



5.
Sensory details
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C.
Methods of organizing details



1.
Chronological



2.
Spatial



3.
Order of importance



4.
Comparison/contrast


D.
Methods of development



1.
Classification



2.
Definitions



3.
Cause/effect



4.
Analysis


E.
Types of writing based on purpose



1.
Description



2.
Narration



3.
Exposition



4.
Persuasion

VI.
Usage









A.
Verb usage



1.
Troublesome



2.
Irregular



3.
Tense consistency


B.
Pronoun usage



1.
Agreement with antecedent



2.
Objective case



3.
Nominative case


C.
Subject/verb agreement


D.
Adjective/adverb in comparison

VII.
Sentence structure






 


A.
Phrase, clause


B.
Types of sentences


C.
Sentence structure errors



1.
Run-on



2.
Fragment



3.
Comma splice


D.
Sentence combining

VIII. Elements of the multi-paragraph essay


 


A.
Types covered



1.
Narration



2.
Exposition



3.
Persuasion


B.
Transitions (paragraph hooks, echoing)
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IX.
Mechanics








 


A.
Punctuation




1.
Apostrophe



2.
Comma



3.
Semi-colon, colon



4.
Dash, hyphen



5.
Quotation marks, underlining


B.
Spelling

X.
Business writing






 


A.
Common business letter forms


B.
Business writing relative to purpose

XI.
Computer writing/word processor
 


A.
Selected writing assignments


B.
Student choice of topic and form

XII.
Documented essay(s)






 


A.
Library orientation


B.
Locating sources


C.
Notetaking


D.
Bibliographic documentation



1.
Bibliography cards



2.
Works cited page


E.
Outlining


F.
Microcomputer search in library

XIII. Study skills unit






 


A.
Critical thinking skills


B.
Vocabulary


C.
Outlining


D.
Notetaking


E.
Reading maps, graphs and charts


F.
Listening


G.
Test-taking

XIV.
Required instructional activities


    


A.
Journal writing


B.
Diagnostic testing


C.
Vocabulary study



1.
Denotation



2.
Connotation



3.
Diction in writing



4.
Figurative vs. literal language

Freshman Composition/Grammar






  Page  4

XV.
Creating writing unit







Materials:


Elements of Writing, Third Course*  (Holt, Rinehart, Winston/1998)

* Primary Text
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PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
At the end of the first semester each student should be able to


 1.
construct paragraphs and essays utilizing the elements of composing,


 2.
demonstrate the ability to compose -- following the steps in the process of writing,


 3.
demonstrate proficiency in basic paragraph construction,


 4.
compose multi-paragraph essays,


 5.
recognize and write original types of paragraphs and/or essays based on purpose,


 6.
demonstrate proficiency in business writing,


 7.
demonstrate proficiency in basic research and documentation skills by completing a documented essay(s),


 8.
demonstrate an understanding of basic study skills and their application to all academic work,


 9.
recognize the different parts of a sentence and understand their functions,


10.
write with consistency in verb tense, correct use of troublesome and irregular verbs and agreement in number,


11.
use pronouns correctly with regard to agreement and case,


12.
use adjectives and adverbs correctly in comparisons,


13.
recognize the difference between a phrase and a clause,


14.
recognize types of clauses,


15.
recognize types of sentences and use a variety of types in writing,


16.
recognize run-ons, fragments, and comma splices and avoid them in writing,


17.
combine sentences effectively to achieve fluency and variety of sentence length,


18.
understand punctuation rules and use the following forms of punctuation correctly: apostrophes, commas, periods, semi-colons, colons, dashes, hyphens, quotation marks, and underlining,


19.
spell most commonly misspelled words correctly and understand the need to use a dictionary when writing,


20.
demonstrate proficiency in writing with a computer word processing program,


21.
compile written works into a portfolio.

COURSE TITLE:
FRESHMAN COMPOSITION/GRAMMAR ESSENTIALS

Prerequisite:

None

Course Description:
This semester course is designed for the student who has below average reading and writing skills.  It begins with basic skills and, through study of the process of writing, encourages clearer and more effective compositions.  Strong emphasis is placed on grammar, spelling, and vocabulary.  




This course addresses these Illinois Learner Standards:  1, 3, 5.

COURSE SYLLABUS
I.
Introduction to Composition  (Chapter 1)




 


A.
Diagnostic 5-6 paragraph essay


B.
Class rules and procedures


C.
Overview of the course


D.
Bloomington Public Schools' requirements for written work


E.
Formal v. casual register

II.
Library Orientation  (Chapter 3)






 


A.
Library tour


B.
Fiction/ nonfiction


C.
Reference works

III.
Computer Lab Requirement


A.
Proper policy and procedure


B.
Searching databases


C.
Credible/uncredible sources


D.
Notetaking


E.
Documentation

IV.
Steps in the Writing Process


A.
Prewriting


B.
Organizing


C.
Writing


D.
Revision


E.
Editing


F.
Proofreading

V.
Test Taking  (Chapter 4)



 


A.
Identify kinds of tests


B.
Take short answer test


C.
Take essay test


D.
Prepare for tests 
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VI.
Advertising  (Chapter 5)


A.
Fact v. opinion


B.
Write ad copy


C.
Complaint letter 

VII.
Consumer English  (Chapter 6)     


 


A.
Gather key information


B.
List pros/cons

VIII. 
Write to Communicate 





 


A.
Word choice


B.
Audience analysis


C.
Register 

IX.
Functional Literacy 

 


A.
Newspaper structure


B.
Magazine


C.
web articles


D.
Textbook

X.
Documented Essay(s)






 


A.
Documentation


B.
Notetaking


C.
Research in library/lab

XI.
Four Types of Sentences



 


A.
Declarative


B.
Interrogative


C.
Imperative


D.
Exclamatory

XII.
Types of Writing


A.
Expository


B.
Persuasive


C.
Narrative

Materials:


Practical English, 3rd edition* (Globe Fearon/2001)

* Primary Text
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PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
At the end of the semester each student should be able to


 1.
follow the "Bloomington Public Schools' Requirements for Written Work,"


 2.
utilize the library and computer labs,


 3.
list and utilize the six steps in the writing process (prewriting, organizing, writing, revision, editing, proofreading),


 4.
take notes on movies, lectures, and fiction and nonfiction reading assignments,


 5.
use a computer and computer keyboard to type and edit assignments,


 6.
use organizational patterns in essays,


 7.
classify sentences into 4 types: declarative, interrogative, imperative, and 



exclamatory,


 8.
use topic sentences and concluding sentences within body paragraphs,


 9.
identify, create and use complex sentences in writing assignments,


10.
construct paragraphs and full length essays utilizing the elements of composing,


11.
demonstrate proficiency in basic research and documentation skills,


12.
combine sentences effectively to achieve fluency and variety of sentence length,


13.
write friendly and business letters using correct formats,


14.
eliminate run-ons, sentence fragments, and comma splices in writing assignments,


15.
compile written work into a portfolio.

COURSE TITLE:
HONORS FRESHMAN LITERATURE
Prerequisite:

Freshman standing; Teacher/Counselor recommendation

Course Description:
This course is a literature program designed for the academically superior student who has advanced reading and writing skills.  Classical works in drama, poetry, novel and short story will be studied with emphasis on literary analysis through discussion and composition.




This course addresses these Illinois Learner Standards:  1, 2, 4, 3, 5.

COURSE SYLLABUS
I.
Short Story










A.
Plot development


B.
Characterization


C.
Point of view


D.
Theme


E.
Setting


F.
Irony


G.
Conflict


H.
Foreshadowing


I.
Dialogue


J.
Figurative language

II.
Drama - Shakespearean Tragedy - Romeo and Juliet







A.
Life of Shakespeare


B.
Elizabethan period


C.
Elizabethan language


D.
Literary devices


E.
Dramatic convention


F.
Monologue and soliloquy


G.
Imagery


H.
Tragic hero/tragic flaw

III.
Classical Heritage - The Odyssey









A.
Homer


B.
Mythology - Greek


C.
Epic poem


D.
Epic hero


E.
Plot development


F.
Literary devices

IV.
Novel - Tale of Two Cities








 


A.
Elements of fiction


B.
Victorian period


C.
Dickensian conventions


D.
Parts of the novel (subplot)


E.
Literary devices
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V.
Responses to Literature (all units)


A.
Critical written analysis of literature





B.
Cultural research using secondary sources utilizing MLA documentation

Materials:


Understanding Literature*  (Macmillan/1991)


Odyssey (selections from text)


A Tale of Two Cities or Oliver Twist

"Romeo and Juliet"


Videos:



A Tale of Two Cities Hallmark Hall of Fame 



Romeo and Juliet


Odyssey 

*  Primary Text
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PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
At the end of the semester each student should be able to


1.
identify the elements of Greek drama and parts of the Greek theatre,


2.
understand and discuss the elements of drama in a Greek play,


3.
discuss aspects of Elizabethan Period in English literature as it relates to Shakespeare,


4.
understand and discuss the elements of drama in a Shakespearean play and recognize parts of the Globe Theatre,


5.
understand and discuss the elements of comedy in a modern play,


6.
recognize and understand the elements of an epic poem,


7.
read, understand, and discuss an epic poem by Homer,


8.
discuss literary concepts and dramatic elements in written compositions of multi-paragraph essays,


9.
expand vocabulary through study of spelling, definition, and usage of unfamiliar words found in literature,


10.
identify elements of a short story: plot, theme, character development, point of view,


11.
identify and understand literary concepts: irony, symbolism, imagery, figurative language,


12.
discuss aspects of the Victorian Period in English literature as it relates to Charles Dickens and his writings.

These objectives will be evaluated by essay and objective tests, written compositions, oral reports, and special projects involving research or artistic skills.

COURSE TITLE:
FRESHMAN LITERATURE
Prerequisite:

None

Course Description:
This semester course examines the genre of the short story, drama, classical heritage, and the novel.  Spelling, vocabulary, and compositions skills will be reinforced.  The challenging material is suitable for the student who has average to above average reading and writing skills.




This course addresses these Illinois Learner Standards:  1, 2, 4, 3, 5.

COURSE SYLLABUS
I.
Short story







 


A.
Plot development


B.
Character


C.
Setting


D.
Theme


E.
Point of view


F.
Literal language/figurative language


G.
Literary devices


H.
Speech techniques


I.
Levels of language

II.
Drama








 


A.
Comedy



1.
Types



2.
Comedic devices


B.
Tragedy - Romeo and Juliet


1.
Elizabethan history



2.
Shakespearean history and conventions



3.
Globe theatre



4.
Speech techniques



5.
Figurative language



6.
Poetic characteristics

III.
Classical heritage 







A.
Epic poem



1.
Mythological basis



2.
Historical basis (Trojan War)



3.
Epic hero



4.
Literary devices



5.
Poetic characteristics


B.
Greek/Odyssey assessment
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IV.
Novel








 


A.
Elements of fiction


B.
Victorian period


C.
Dickensian conventions


D.
Parts of the novel (subplot)


E.
Literary devices

V.
Responses to Literature (all units)


A.
Critical written analysis of literature





B.
Cultural research using secondary sources utilizing MLA documentation

Materials:


The Language of Literature - Grade 9 (McDougal/Littell/2000)*


Great Expectations

Supplementary novel choices:


Slam!


That Was Then, This Is Now


A Day No Pigs Would Die

Supplementary materials:


Mythology - Edith Hamilton 


Tale of Two Cities - Hallmark Hall of Fame (video)


Odyssey/Ulysses (video)


Romeo and Juliet (video) 1968/1997


Christmas Carol (video) (supplementary)


Great Expectations (video)

* Primary Text
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PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
At the end of the semester each student should be able to


 1.
identify the elements of literature (plot, theme, character, setting, and point of view) through the study of short stories,


 2.
define literary concepts: plot, theme, irony, character development, symbolism, point of view, and imagery,


 3.
recognize the elements of comedy in a play (i.e., farce, irony, pun/aside),


 4.
recognize the elements of tragedy in a Shakespearean play,


 5.
recognize parts of the Globe Theatre,


 6.
understand how Elizabethan period affected literature of times,


 7.
remember biographical information about Shakespeare,


 8.
read and understand ancient literature and mythology by studying works of Homer and other authors of the time,


 9.
recognize mythological characters and apply them to literary works,


10.
explain historical significance as it applies to the literary interpretation of the classical and modern novel,


11.
apply the elements of literature in the study of the novel,


12.
apply themes from literature studied to life through discussion and composition,


13.
expand vocabulary through the study of spelling, definition, and usage of unfamiliar words found in literature.

These objectives will be evaluated by essay and objective tests, written compositions, oral reports, and special projects involving research or artistic skills.

COURSE TITLE:
FRESHMAN LITERATURE ESSENTIALS
Prerequisite:

None

Course Description:
This literature course is a one-semester study of material suitable for the student who has below average reading and writing skills.  The short story, drama, the epic hero, and classic and modern novels are included.  Comprehension and interpretations of these forms, as well as literary terms and vocabulary, are stressed in order to expand and improve the student's skills.




This course addresses these Illinois Learner Standards:  1, 2, 4, 3, 5.

COURSE SYLLABUS
I.
Short Story










A.
Elements of fiction



1.
Plot (including conflict)



2.
Character



3.
Setting



4.
Theme



5.
Point of view


B.
Description and narration

II.
Drama
- Romeo and Juliet










A.
Elements of fiction


B.
Form

III.
Classical Heritage (myth) - The Odyssey







A.
Elements of fiction


B.
Form


C.
Mythological characters

IV.
Novel











A.
Elements of fiction


B.
Mood

V.
Writing from Literature
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Materials:


The Reader's Anthology* (Globe/1992)


The Odyssey*  (selected chapters) and video


Romeo and Juliet*  (parallel edition) and video


Slam!*

A Day No Pigs Would Die*


That Was Then, This Is Now*


A Tale of Two Cities*  (Scope version) and video


Mythology


Warriner's English Grammar and Composition, 3rd Course  (Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich)

* Primary Text
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PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
At the end of the semester each student should be able to


 1.
identify elements of a short story,


 2.
understand the parts of a story by mapping on a plot line,


 3.
understand elements of Shakespearean tragedy through reading Romeo and Juliet,


 4.
write biographical facts about William Shakespeare and the Elizabethan Period,


 5.
understand the elements of comedy through reading a modern comedy,


 6.
read and understand selected parts of The Odyssey,


 7.
identify elements of a novel through reading a modern novel,


 8.
apply ideas from literature to life through discussion and composition,


 9.
write a number of compositions based upon units in literature,


10.
spell and define new and unfamiliar words found in literature.

These objectives will be evaluated by objective and essay tests, quizzes, and written compositions.

