Name ____________________________________________________  Department________________________

Problem Name _________________________________________ on page ________________
(Please submit only one problem per page but you can submit as many problems as you want for each problem-solving strategy.)
Step 1: Understand the problem
Read the problem once to get a sense of the problem.  Read the problem a second time to start getting information to solve the problem.  Ask yourself these questions:

· Have you seen a similar problem before?  If so, how is this problem similar?  How is it different?

· What facts or key information do you have?

· What do you know that is not stated in the problem?

· Can you simplify the problem?

Record your information here:  

Step 2:  Choose a strategy or a combination of strategies -  circle the strategy or strategies that you are using to solve the problem: 
Draw a diagram
Make a systematic list

Eliminate possibilities

Look for a pattern

Guess and check
Identify sub-problems 
Analyze the units 

Work backwards

Draw Venn diagrams




Convert to algebra




Solve an easier related problem 


Create a physical representation
Step 3 - Solve it:   Show your work as you solve the problem.  It justifies/proves your answer.
Record your work here:  (use extra paper if necessary and attach it to this sheet!)

Step 4 -  Look Back:  Reread the problem a third time. Did you answer the question that was asked? Is your answer in the correct units?  Does your answer seem reasonable?   Does it make sense? 

Write your answer in a complete sentence.
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