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Ten Gifts That Encourage Reading!

1. Comfy Chair. Before your child opens a book, she'll need a place for cozy reading! Look for a cushy chair to put
in a well-lit corner of her bedroom. Then she'll have a place separate from her desk to read her favorite books.

2. Boxed Set of Beloved Books. Does your child have a favorite series? Make sure he'll be able to read every
word of the adventures by presenting him with a boxed set of books. Some sets, like Harry Potter, include every
book. Others, like A Series of Unfortunate Events or Captain Underpants, come in various packs, allowing you to
select the one that fits best in your child's home library.

3. Bookmark that Makes a Statement. A bookmark makes an ideal stocking stuffer. Bookstores now carry
elaborate, character-decorated page-keepers, so choose one that features your child's favorite themes or friends.

4. Mug Filled with Hugs. What could be better than snuggling up with a good book and a mug of hot chocolate with
marshmallows? Make reading an inviting experience this season with a personalized mug. Try one with an inscription
such as his name, "Muggle's Mug," or "#1 Reader." Tip: When you wrap it up in your child's stocking, add a touch of
sweetness by filling it with peppermints, Hershey Kisses or Hugs, or other treats.

5. Crafty Coloring Books. Coloring books are another form of storytelling. Your child can use crayons or markers
to render what's going on in the picture, which nurtures imagination.

6. Word of the Day Calendar. Keep track of the date and improve vocabulary at the same time with a Word of the
Day calendar. Another, newer option is a Magnetic Poetry calendar, which comes with a magnetic board and a word
bank for creating poetry. Both foster a love for words, and in turn, reading.

7. Lighten Up with a Lamp. Brighten your child's holiday! Invest in a practical yet punchy reading light for his
bedroom. You'll find a variety of inexpensive, fun lamps, with innovative designs or character themes, to choose from.
8. Magazine Subscription Surprise. Support your child's interests by giving a gift that will last for a whole year: a
subscription to a magazine. With so many publications available on everything from sports, nature, fashion, current
events, and more, it'll be a snap to find one that she'll look forward to every month.

9. Personalized Journal or Diary. Add a fun writing pen, and unlock your child's imagination. Journals encourage
personal writing and doodling and help develop ideas and opinions. Plus, the more your child writes, the more she'll
want to read!

10. Boredom-Busting Activity Books. Exercise your child's brain with crossword puzzles, word finds, and MadLibs
when he's stuck indoors during the blustery winter season. He'll improve his spelling, vocabulary, and interest in

exploring books!
DATES TO REMEMBER

December 2 3:15-4:15 Student Council

Members Assemble Christmas Trees
December 9 8:15 Student Council Meeting
December 21 Winter Parties
December 22 End of 2nd 9 Weeks

Adults are role models for children. Here
are some of the healthy activities that
children need to see adults doing.

*  Drink a glass of water or skim
milk instead of soda pop.

*  Wash your hands after December 23 -

coughing or blowing our nose. January 5  No School Wint.er Break
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. anuary o School —School Improvement Day
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Eat a fruit or vegetable f,0r a sngck. . January 18 No School—Dr. Martin Luther King’s
* Read a book or play an interactive game instead of Birthday

watching TV. February 3 Free Dental Screening Clinic
*  Rake leaves or shovel snow for a friend or neighbor. March 1-12 ISAT Testing

March 22 - 26 No School Spring Break
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Student Council News

The Oakland School 2009-2010 Student Council members are as follows:

Katey Cochran C. J. Gibson Lauren Lutman Brooke Misukonis Colton Sandage
Kristi Collins Nick Hall Maya Madjar Madison Nickrent Paige Shoemaker
Kylie Conroy Pavithra Kannan Jessica Manjarres Faith Peiffer Abigail Simpson
Alexis Divizio Emily King Noah Masemore Katie Reidy Grace Warner
Emma Fagerland Corissa Knecht Jasmine McGowan Jacqueline Rupprecht  Sam Warner

The Student Council officers are:

President: CJ Gibson; Vice President: Katey Cochran; Secretary: Alexis Divizio; Treasurer: Pavithra Kannan

A few upcoming Student Council activities are listed below:

December 2 3:15-4:15 pm Assemble Christmas trees

December 9 8:15 am Meeting

December 9-16 Non-perishable Food drive (more information to follow)
January 13 8:15 am Meeting

January 13-20 Winter weather clothing drive (more information to follow)
January 27 8:15 am Meeting

Nurse Notes

¢ Students who have a fever of 100 degrees or above, diarrhea, a contagious rash or illness, or
vomiting should not attend school. They should be free of the illness or condition for 24 hours
before returning to school.

¢ Any medications (even Tylenol, Tums, cough drops, and throat lozenges) a child takes during
the day at school must be ordered by a physician. Forms are available at school or online.
Parents may come to school at any time to administer medication without a doctor’s order.

¢ Accidents sometimes happen at school! If your child has been in need of a change of clothes
this year while at school, it may be helpful if you send an extra set of clothing to have on hand.
Students may keep these clothes in their backpack or cubby, depending on the classroom. If
your child has an accident while at school and wears home “borrowed” clothes from the
school, we would appreciate it if you would launder them and return them to the office.

¢ Encourage your children to wash their hands often, especially before eating, after going to the
bathroom, and any time they cough or sneeze into their hands.

¢ Lastly, as the weather turns colder, please be sure your child is dressed appropriately for the
weather. Remember, students go outside for 20 minutes every day the windchill is 20 degrees
or warmer. They will need a warm coat, hat, and gloves/mittens to be protected from the cold.

As always, Nurse Colleen Spaniol is available for your questions at any time. You may reach her
by calling the school at (309) 662-4302.
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Update on Mrs. Brucker

Most families are aware that second grade teacher, Mrs. Brucker, was diagnosed with cancer this fall. To allow her time
to work with her doctors to get better, Mrs. Julie Reining, a familiar face to Oakland School is substituting. Mrs. Brucker
misses her students and the school but is busy following doctor's orders! If you would like to send a card to Mrs.
Brucker, please send it to the school and we will make sure she receives it.

Have We Got Your Number?

We need to be able to contact parents or guardians for many reasons, including a student’s
sudden iliness at school. If you have a new home, cell phone, or work number please contact the
office at 662-4302 and let us know. We will update your child’s file to make sure we can reach
you in the event of an illness, accident, or emergency. ltis also helpful if your child has 2-3 in-
town emergency contact people included in his or her school records. Please let us know when
their numbers change also.

Holiday Assistance

Toys, coats, and food boxes will be distributed on Saturday,
December 12 at Eastview Christian Church, 1500 N. Airport
Road, Normal, lllinois. Distribution of all items will begin at
11:00 am. There will be a limit of one box of food per
family, one coat per family member with a maximum of five
per household, and one toy per child (ages birth-12 yrs) in
the family. Items will be given out on a first come first serve
basis, and may run out before all needs are met. Photo IDs
will be requested upon check-in. Due to the number of
individuals expected, transportation is unavailable for the
event.

If you have questions regarding the giveaways, please
contact the church at (309) 451-5000.

Support Oakland School

® (Collecting Campbell’s Labels for Education.

® (Collecting General Mills Box Tops for Education. Be sure to check your receipt when shopping this holiday season.
Occasionally you will receive a check-out coupon (printed on the back of your receipt) for bonus Box Tops.

®  Shopping with your Target Take Charge of Education Red Card or Target Visa Card.

® Turning in your old cell phones and used ink jet printer cartridges for recycling by our media center.

As always, thank you for your continued support.

Office
DEPOT.
7akirrg Care
of Breiserress
TARGET.

Oakland News Page 3



Multicultural Fair Health Fair
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December 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
3:1594:15 NO PTO 2nd Graders to
Reminder: Breakfast is ser Student Council The Nutcracker
from 8:308:55 am. Please
encourage your child to eat in Members MEETING
a timely manner to ensure assemble
they arrive in their classroom Christmas
on time.
Trees
9 10 11 12
8:15 5th Grade Scrip orders
Student Council Tar Wars due today.
Meeting Presentations Cards will be
available for
Non-perishable pickup on

Food Drive Begins December 16.

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

)

Y/
=

{_]se)
- pN—— ) L 2

=/

@)

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Winter Parties ' Last day of scho NO SCHOOL NO SCHOOL = NO SCHOOL

before break \\intor Break ~ Winter Break = Winter Break

Students are
dismissed at 3:1 ’ *

27 28 29 30 31
NO SCHOOL NO SCHOOL NO SCHOOL NO SCHOOL
Winter Break Winter Break Winter Break Winter Break

Classes resume

Wednesday, January 6

It is the mission of Oakland School that all students will learn and succeed.



