
Oakland Elementary School 
Dr. Mary Kay Scharf, Principal 

1605 E Oakland Ave 
Bloomington IL 61701 

Phone:  309-662-4302 
Fax:  309-663-4385 

www.district87.org/oakland 

January 2010 
Oakland News 

Bloomington Public Schools District 87 ∙ Dr. Robert Nielsen, Superintendent 

Board of Education: John Dirks, Millicent Roth, Joe Butcher, Michael Harrison, Sr., Steve Perry, Judith Webster & Mary Yount 

January 6 Classes resume 

January 7 6:30 PTO Meeting 

January 15 No School –School Improvement Day 

January 18 No School—Dr. Martin L. King’s Birthday 

February 3 Free Dental Screening Clinic 

February 11 6:00-7:30 Multicultural Fair 

February 15 No School—President’s Day 

February 19 PTO Father-Daughter Dance 

February 22  No School-Parent Teacher Conferences 

March 1-12 ISAT Testing 

March 22 - 26 No School Spring Break 

April 22  Health Fair 

Dates to Remember 

ALERT!  

 

A new law goes into effect January 1
st
 prohibiting the use of cell 

phones in school zones or construction zones.  Use of any 
texting device while driving is also prohibited after this 
date.  These two new laws are for drivers of ANY age. Additional 
restrictions are added for drivers under 19. 

 

To assure the safety of all students, please make sure your car 
is at the loading/unloading cones in the morning before allowing 
your child to exit.  Recently, children have been exiting the 
vehicles prior to reaching the cones and also from inside the 
circle as they pull alongside the cars in line.  

Side Circle & Cell Phones 

Running out of things to say to your child to build confidence, show appreciation, or encourage?  Here is a list of 50 
words and phrases to help you as you shape the lives of your children.  I have a sign in my office that says ―Good Moods 
are Contagious.‖  This is very true and so are positive attitudes!  How wonderful it will be to be cleverly complimented 
using spectacular adjectives.   You may be surprised to start hearing your child use these positive words as well.   

 

May your year be filled with positive words from others and the opportunity to return the favor. 

 

 ~Mary Kay Scharf 

A+ student Amazing Astonishing Awesome Brainy Bravo 

Bright Brilliant Capable Clever Creative Efficient 

Excellent Extraordinary Fabulous Fantastic Glowing  Honorable 

Imaginative Incredible Intellectual Intelligent Knowledgeable Magnificent 

Marvelous Mind-blowing  Noteworthy On the ball On your toes Out of this world  

Outstanding Phenomenal Picture perfect Quick Remarkable Resourceful 

Right on Shining star Spectacular Study bug Stupendous Successful 

Super Superb Terrific Top tester Tremendous Unbelievable 

Witty Wonderful         



You can manage your student’s cafeteria account at www.mylunchmoney.com.  Please contact the office if you 

need your student’s ID number.  The breakfast price for students is $1.40 and the lunch price is $1.75.   

Parents are welcome to eat lunch at school with their child.  If you would like a school lunch, please call the office 

by 9:30 am to be added to the lunch count.  Please do not bring and/or send soda pop to school for lunch; it is not 

permitted in the cafeteria. 

If your child arrives at school after 9:00 am or leaves prior to 3:15 pm for any reason, an adult must come into the 

office to sign them in/out due to attendance auditing requirements.  Students who have repeated, unexcused 

tardiness or early dismissals will be assigned before school detentions. 

Changes in how a child goes home must be communicated in writing to the teacher.  An email is also acceptable.  

When emailing, be sure to include a copy to the office in case of a teacher absence.   If no parent contact is made, 

students will be sent home in the usual manner.   

It is important for our office to have all available emergency contact numbers (cell phones, relatives, etc.).  Any 

reliable source of communication can be very helpful in case of an emergency. 

We have many items in our Lost & Found at this time.  Please ask your student to check out the Lost & Found 

area in the cafeteria for any items they may be missing. 

You should report all student absences to the office first thing in the morning.  Homework requests for students 

must also be made at that time.  Absences can also be emailed to fritcherm@district87.org. 

If you have concerns about bus transportation, please call Dr. Scharf to communicate your concerns. 

Discipline reports must be signed by a parent and returned the next day to avoid further consequences. 

A student who has ten (10) consecutive unexcused absences (i.e. vacation, trips out of the country, etc.) will be 

dropped from school.  Re-admittance to Oakland is not guaranteed if your child’s grade level is at capacity upon 

his or her return. 
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Did You Know? 

Nurse Notes 

Please keep your students home if they have a fever 100° F or greater, vomiting, or 
diarrhea.  The school policy is if your student is sent home from school with any of these 
symptoms, they must be symptom free for 24 hours before returning to school. 

The best way to prevent the spread of cold and flu germs is to wash your hands frequently 
with warm water and soap or use hand sanitizers.  Keeping students home from school 
when they are sick, avoiding crowded places, getting enough sleep, and not touching the 
mouth, nose, or eyes with your hands are all good ways to prevent or lessen illness. 

Any student medications, even non-prescription medicines such as Tylenol, Tums, cough 
drops, or lip balm, must have a medication authorization form on file in the nurse’s 
office.  A parent or guardian may come to school and administer medication at any time 
without a physician’s order. 

We have just added lactose free milk in the cafeteria.  If your child is lactose intolerant 
and wants to have our lactose free milk, please make sure we have a diet modification 
form on file here at school.                                              

Just a reminder that the Dental Clinic will be held on Feb. 3
rd

, so please return 

permission slips to see the dentist if you have not done so already. 

 

Nurse Colleen                            
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PTO News 

School Closings 

Although rare, it is sometimes 
necessary to close school due to 
winter weather conditions.  When a 
decision to close school is made, the 
information will be available on the 
district’s website (www.district87.org).  
An announcement will also be made 
on WJBC AM 1230. 

Oakland PTO would like to extend a big thank you to everyone who has helped this year so far.  Without your 
involvement, we would not be able to provide the kids with fun activities like the back to school wiener roast, fall 
festival and the family fun night.   
 
Another thank you goes to everyone who has participated in the fundraising efforts that we have had this year-fall 
fundraiser, Scrip, Box Tops, Krispie Kreme, Bergners, Schwan’s, McTeachers’ Night, and the book fair.  All money 
raised directly benefits our school and children.  We have had a successful year so far.    
 
We are looking forward to a busy spring.  If you are interested in becoming more involved in the PTO or school 
activities, please contact one of the PTO board members; there are many ways get involved.   
 
Our next PTO meeting is January 7

th
 at 6:30.  Highlights include 3

rd
 grade presentation and discussion of future 

playground improvements.  Please plan to attend!! 
 
We wish you a wonderful holiday season!   

Miler Club Update 

Students in grades 2 through 5 are doing 

extremely well in the Miler Club.  Thirty-four 

students have walked or jogged at least 10 miles.  

Of those students, seven have reached 25 miles 

or more and earned their Miler Club t-shirt!   

 

Those students are: 

2nd grade—Elaina K., Morgan J. 

3rd grade—Ashley O., Kameron W. 

4th grade—Alex W., Natalie S., Pavithra K. 

 

Congratulations & keep up the great work! 



I t  i s  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  O a k l a n d  S c h o o l  t h a t  a l l  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  l e a r n  a n d  s u c c e e d .  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

NO SCHOOL 

Winter Break 

 

2 

3 4 

NO SCHOOL 

Winter Break 

5 

NO SCHOOL 

Winter Break 

6 

School Resumes 
from Winter 

Break 

7 

6:30 
 PTO Meeting 

8 9 

10 11 12 

Report Cards 
sent home 

13 14 15 

NO SCHOOL 

School 
Improvement Day 

16 

17 18 

NO SCHOOL 

Dr. Martin Luther 
Kingôs Birthday 

19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 

 

26 27 

 

7:00ð5th grade 
orchestra strings 
concert at BHS 

28 

 

1st Graders to 
Play at BCPA 

29 30 

31       
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If you would like to 
receive the newsletter via 

e-mail, please contact 
Martha at 

fritcherm@district87.org 

NO NAME-CALLING WEEK 


