
Oakland Elementary School 
Dr. Mary Kay Scharf, Principal 

1605 E Oakland Ave 
Bloomington IL 61701 

Phone:  309-662-4302 
Fax:  309-663-4385 

www.district87.org/oakland 

May 2010 
Oakland News 

Bloomington Public Schools District 87 ∙ Dr. Robert Nielsen, Superintendent 

Board of Education: Millicent Roth, Michael Harrison, Sr., Joe Butcher, John Dirks, Steve Perry, Judith Webster & Mary Yount 

Volunteer Appreciation 
 

Throughout the year, Oakland School provides a variety of opportunities for parents to participate in school-based 
activities.  We hope you enjoyed some of these special events.  Our school is fortunate to be supported by so many 
individuals and organizations; without them, the special events would not be possible. Thank you to all who contributed 
time, energy, materials, or money toward these efforts. 

The PTO at Oakland School provides manpower and financial assistance to many activities and events sponsored by 
the school and teachers.  In addition, the PTO organized and provided our Back to School Picnic, Fall Festival, Family 
Fun Night, Father/Daughter Dance, and also the Oakland Carnival next month.  The PTO leadership and committee 
chairpersons should be proud of all that was accomplished for our school and our children. 
Generous individuals provided cash donations to Oakland School to support special projects.  If you are looking for a 
place to send your tax-deductible contribution, please do not hesitate to call me!  I would be happy to "help you out" in 
this way! 
The Beyond the Books Foundation supports special projects each year.  Funding from this organization supported the 
Family Health Fair this year and grant purchases from last year continued to support the most recent Multicultural 
Fair. 
The State Farm Foundation and several parent volunteers teamed up to provide several $500 grants to our school or 
PTO.  If you are a State Farm employee or retiree (or know one!) please contact the school to see how easily you 
could help with this type of gift to our school. 
U.S. Cellular provided a couple thousand dollars to teachers this year to support special activities and classroom wish 
lists.  This funding was awarded based on the creative and determined efforts of several teachers. 
Local vendors supported our school and family activities with donations for our fundraisers.  Local restaurants and 
businesses provided generous opportunities for fundraising resulting in a total of $2,100.00.  These 
included:  Smoothie King, Bergnerôs, Avantiôs, Krispy Kreme, Chuck E. Cheese, Burger King and Gradyôs Pizza and 
Family Fun Park, coming in May.   Oakland PTO member, Stephanie Brown, organized these events with the 
businesses, and we have had very positive results. 
Finally, Oakland School teachers and staff organize or support nearly every special activity for families and 
children.  Please see the Teacher Appreciation section for more information about the contributions of our 
teachers...outside the classroom. 

 

 ~Mary Kay Scharf  

We value the time and effort 

every person commits  

to Oakland School!  

To show our gratitude, 

you are cordially invited to a 

Volunteer 

Appreciation 

Reception! 

Thursday, May 6 

6:00-6:30 pm 

Oakland LMC  

 

Sponsored by 
Oakland Teachers 
& Staff 
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2010 Oakland School Carnival  

 

Friday, May 14 th  *  5:30 - 8:30 *  RAIN OR SHINE!!  

Donõt miss out on all of the excitement!  Admission is FREE! 

 * Inflatables   *Face painting by the ZooLady  *Balloon Twisting  *Sandy Candy  

*DJ  *Carnival Games  *Sno Cones *Cotton Candy   *Popcorn 

  *Raffle   *Silent Auction  

Dinner provided by Famous Daveôs!  If you sign up to volunteer to help us that night, you will earn one dinner ticket per shift 

workedða $6 value!  Contact Jill at Jillyn.rink@gmail.com or 662-4635 or Jane at Janerupp@yahoo.com to sign up! 

Be sure to check out all of the amazing items that have been donated to our raffle AND silent auction!  You wonôt want to miss out!  

Watch your backpacks for more information on buying your dinner, Sandy Candy tickets and raffle tickets in advance.  

Hope to see you there! 

Our last PTO meeting for this year will be May 6th at 6:30 in the Library Media Center.   The new officers for the 2010-2011 school 

year will be elected at this meeting.  We currently are looking for two people who could fill the Vice Presidentôs role.  If you have 

questions about a position on the PTO board or would like to volunteer for the PTO board or any committee, please contact either of 

the current presidents listed below.  We also look forward to hearing what our Oakland 4th graders have been accomplishing this year 

at this meeting. 

As many of you read in a previous flyer, our Oakland flower garden is in jeopardy.  We currently need a garden coordinator who could 

set a schedule for volunteer workers, plant new flowers, upkeep the available equipment, and winterize the area.  If you love to garden 

this may be for you.  If this committee does not find a committee chair, the current garden area will be removed and put to grass.   

Please contact us if you have any questions about the garden. 

Shara Anderson (andersonsix@verizon.net)       Patty Hadley (pattyhadley-spa@verizon.net) 

Teacher Appreciation Week  

PTO News  

We like to refer to this special week as Staff Appreciation Week...what we do at Oakland School is the result of continuous 
teamwork by all of the caring professionals who work here. 

The teachers and staff members selflessly contribute their own time to help plan or implement events such as the Multicultural 

Fair and Health Fair.  They attend, without requirement, a significant number of events such as McDonald's Spirit Night, Book 
Fairs, Chuck E. Cheese Night, Cub Scout Events, band and orchestra concerts, and Parks and Recreation activities.  

In addition, they often attend the special events of former students. 

Without doubt, the staff members at Oakland School work more after-hours than in any school I have served. 

I am continuously touched by the generosity of the people in our school who, with their own money and resources, provide 

school supplies, coats and other clothing items, and even food for families...just to name a few. 

Teachers often give up their own time to assist students with organization, make-up work, and extra instruction.  

 
It is my honor to work with this group of caring professionals.  Every day they demonstrate their commitment to building positive 
relationships with students and families and to making sure children have what they need to be successful in school. 

 

Please join me in recognizing these efforts during our Staff Appreciation Week, May 3-7.  A simple note to our kitchen/lunchroom 
staff, a card to a teacher, or an email to our support staff will let them know they are appreciated. 

 

While it is their life's work to teach and keep your children safe, it always feels good to be acknowledged! 

mailto:Jillyn.rink@gmail.com
mailto:Janerupp@yahoo.com
mailto:andersonsix@verizon.net
mailto:pattyhadley-spa@verizon.net
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The Summer Food Service Program is available to all eligible children regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.   
Any person who feels he or she has been discriminated against in any USDA-related activity should write immediately to:  
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C.  20250-9410. 

Location Dates of Operation Breakfast Lunch Exceptions 

Boys & Girls Club 
1615 W. Illinois 
Bloomington 

June 7 through August 13, 
weekdays 

9:00  to 9:30 a.m. 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. Closed July 5th 

Center for Hope Ministries 
14940 Old Colonial Road 
Bloomington 

June 7 through August 6, 
weekdays 

  11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Closed July 2nd 

Irving School 
602 W. Jackson 
Bloomington 

June 7 through August 6, 
weekdays 

  12:00 to 1:00 p.m. Closed July 5th 

Second Presbyterian Church 
313 N. East St. 
Bloomington 

June 7 through August 6, 
weekdays 

  11:30 a.m.  to 1:00 p.m. Closed July 5th 

Schools open for breakfast 
during summer educational 
programs 

        

Bloomington Junior High 
901 N. Colton 
Bloomington 

June 7 through July 8,  
Monday - Thursday 

8:30 to 9:00 a.m.     

Irving School 
602 W. Jackson 
Bloomington 

July 27 through August 12, 
Monday - Thursday 

9:00 to 9:30 a.m.     

Sheridan School 
1403 W. Walnut 
Bloomington 

July 27 through August 12, 
Monday - Thursday 

9:00 to 9:30 a.m.     

District 87 sponsors the Summer Food Service Program and offers free meals to ANYONE 18 or under at 
the following sites: 

This money will be put 

aside for our new 

playground coming in 

three to five years! 

$3,200.00 

raised! 
Thank you to everyone 

who participated in the 

Cookie Dough 

Fundraiser! 



I t  i s  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  O a k l a n d  S c h o o l  t h a t  a l l  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  l e a r n  a n d  s u c c e e d .  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 
 

Final LMC book 
check-out week 

4 
6:00 The Fifth 

Grade Music Finale 

 

5 

 
3:45-6:30 

Fundraiser pick-up 

6 
Relay for Life 

during PE 

6:00 Volunteer 
Appreciation 

Reception 

6:30 PTO Meeting 

7 8 

9 

 

10 

China Star  
PTO fundraiser 

today 

11 
All items due back 
to Library Media 

Center today 

7:30 String 
Extravaganza at 

BHS 

12 

 

 

13 
Lunch Special 
Sloppy Joes 

14 
Scrip orders due 

today 
 

 

5:30-8:30 
Spring Carnival 

15 

16 17 18 19 20 
  
 

PTO fundraiser 
today 

4:30-close 

 

21 

 
11:30-12:30 
3rd grade 

 Portfolio Picnic 

22 
 

 

PTO fundraiser 
today 

12:00-5:00 

23 24 25 

 
2:30 Teacher Fifth 

Grade Farewell 

26 
 

9:15 Dismissal 
 

Final Day of 
School 

27 28 29 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

31 

May 2010 
Field Trip Schedule 

May 7ð2nd grade to David Davis Mansion 
May 13ð1st grade to Miller Park Zoo 

May 13ð3rd grade to ISU Planetarium 
May 20ð-Carter & Hornbacker to Ropp Cheese Farm 

May 21ðKirk & OôBrian to Ropp Cheese Farm 
May 21ð4th grade to Weldon Springs 

Moving? If your child will not be attending Oakland 
next year, please notify the office as soon as possible. 

Returning Students.  Students who are returning 
to Oakland in the fall will receive registration packets in 
the mail mid-July.  Please return no later than August 1. 
 

Children will not be placed on a class last until the 
packet is returned. 

Lost & Found 

Please check out lost and found 
items in the office and the cafeteria 
before the end of the year.  We have 

a large variety of items which are 
unclaimed at this time. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM THE CAFETERIA  

After May 1, student meals may no longer be charged. 

All balances must be paid in full! 

Please contact Connie at 309-827-6031 X227 with questions or concerns. 


