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A is for ATTENDANCE. While it may seem obvious, it is a fact worth repeating: students who frequently miss school do
not do as well academically as those who attend every day. This includes arriving on time and staying all day. Students
who are repeatedly signed out early receive the same consequence as those who are tardy. Missing the last part of the
day results in missing important news, missing changes in assignments, and being less organized with homework
materials. Leaving class before the end of the day even once a week results in a possible 360 minutes of lost

instruction over the course of the year. This 6 HOURS of instruction cannot be regained.

Attendance during our state testing week is imperative! During the week, the testing culture is collaborative and
encouraging. Taking the tests together is unifying after preparing together throughout the year. When students are
absent, make-up testing is usually not conducted in the classroom where instruction took place. As a result, the basic
classroom instructional materials are not available as prompts to success. Please be aware of the spring testing dates
and avoid medical appointments or other causes for absence. The ISAT dates are March 1st - 12th. First and second
grade students complete spring SAT 10 testing April 5th-9th.

B is for BOOKS. Please consider the purchase of a library book to enrich our collection. It is a simple process in which

you complete a form and send a check. Your child is then invited to the LMC for a special time with Mrs. Oberts to

personally select a book from the wish list cart. A book plate is placed inside the book identifying the person/family who
purchased the book and the reason. These reasons vary from honoring a teacher to memorializing a grandparent.

Purchasers may request a specific title if there is a special need; typically, the wish list books offer a good variety for
studentchoice. There are currently 200 titles waiting “adoption!?”

C is for COMMUNICATION. Parents and teachers in communication send a positive message to students. Notes,
emails, phone calls, and visits demonstrate an important partnership. Teacher email links can be found on our website,
www.district87.org/oakland. Contacting teachers for classroom related questions and concerns is the best choice. |
encourage you to contact me regarding other school matters, including busing and bus stops. Issues can only be resolved
if we are aware of them; we count on reporting to assist us when necessary. We would like you to encourage your child to
communicate directly with us at the time they experience a problem, however we understand this does not always

happen. While | can more often be found at school, for urgent matters, call my home at 452-7087. After hours, email is
also an effective way to reach me. Please include your telephone numbers and how late | can return your call.

Mary Kay Scharf

HELP US STAY HEALTHY DATES TO REMEMBER
Cold and flu season has arrived early this year. We are asking for your assistance November 5 6:00 Chess Parent
in controlling the spread of illness throughout the school. The Centers for Disease Meeting
Control have identified the following as flu-like symptoms: November 5 6:30 PTO Meeting

November 19 4:00-7: 00 Schwan| s
~ Sore or achy muscles and joints and/or fatigue November 19 6:00-6:30 Open House
~ Cough and/or sneezing, runny or stuffy nose November 19 6:30-8:00 Family Fun
~ Fever of 100 degrees or more or chills Night & Book Fair
~  Sore throat and/or headache December 21 Winter Parties
~  Runny or stuffy nose December 22 Last day before break
~ Vomitting and/or diarrhea December 23 - _
January 5  No School Winter Break

Please keep your child home until all symptoms are gone. Once your child is fever March 1-12 ISAT Testing
free for 24 hours without medication, they may return to school. March 22 - 26 No School Spring Break
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During American Education Week, Oakland School tradition includes an evening for families to attend and
appreciate school together. To begin the evening, students will enjoy sharing the classroom with parents and other
family members. This is an opportunity for children to give a tour of the room, share samples of work, discuss the
daily routine, and sometimes complete parent/child activities. There is no set program or starting time, but
classrooms will be closed at 6:30 as other event activities begin. Please plan to go to each of your children's
rooms between 6:00 and 6:30!

ALSO on the 19th...
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Following the All School Open House, enjoy an evening of family math and reading-related activities. Over 10
hands-on games and activities will be available. There will also be door prizes for both parents and students.

e Featured Teachers’ Re adi a gMe3duramentdladsess

e LOOK who grew up LOVING Books e Estimation Station

e Book Walk e Destination Calculation
e Snacks e Book Fair

e Action Facts e And more...

AND...

Destinalbion e

An amazing collection of titles will be available for family purchases. A fundraiser

for our PTO, this broad selection of books has something for everyone. Children

are thrilled when they can show a parent
computer will be available to check lexile scores and quiz availability.




News from the PTO

It may have rained but our Fall Festival was a success! It was accomplished with the many helping hands of our
teachers, coordinators, and parent volunteers who all deserve a round of thanks. Our Fall Fundraiser with Innisbrook
totals are calculated and we netted $11,500 for our school. Natylie Marx was our top individual seller for the 2" year in a
row! Way to go Natylie! Three classrooms, Mrs. Kalitzky, Ms. Shrift, and Mrs. Foley, had over 50% participation and

earned a banana split party. Our current f"ulfedchfamiygseltsjustor E
t wo Bergner’'s coupon booklets, that is a $10 prafdB3-bwilper f a
receive a gift certificate worth $10 to Toys R Us as incen

on November 14", so keep that date open. Our next PTO meeting is November 5" at 6:30. We will have 3™ graders
performing The Gingerbread Man skit for us so please plan to attend. If you cannot attend we would love to have you as
a volunteer. Simply email pattyhadley-spa@verizon.net or andersonsix@verizon.net.

Dressing for Outdoor Recess

Students go outside for recess everyday when the wind chill is
20 degrees or above. Rain, heavy snow, or an uncleared
blacktop are the only exceptions to this rule. Please help your
child be prepared for outdoor recess by making sure he or she
wears a hat, coat, boots, and mittens on cold days.

Vision and Hearing Screenings

Free vision and hearing screenings are provided atstate-mandat ed grade |l evels in compli al
Hearing Scr eeni ng -macdatedgrade ledeB r'vision sceeerdngsare kindergarten and 2nd grade.

Hearing screenings are required for students in kindergarten, 1st, 2nd and 3rd grades. Special education students are

provided with vision and hearing screenings on an annual basis. Students in other grade levels are screened if concerns

are noted.

The free vision screening is not a substitute for a complete eye and vision evaluation by an eye doctor. If the screenings
indicate a student should receive a more extensive examination by a physician, the parent will be notified. Students are

not required to undergo the vision screening if an optometrist or ophthalmologist has completed and signed a report form
indicating that an examination has been administered within the previous 12 months.

United Way 2 -1-1

United Way 2-1-1 is a free, non-emergency, confidential service that offers access to

community-based organizations and government agencies 24 hours/7 days a week. DIAL

2-1-1 provides individuals with community programs, government agencies, health

organizations and other services to help them address their specific needs. 2 } 1 } 1 }

“Z2-1 all ows people to give help and get hg : Greg Cc
Way of McLean County and Treasurer of United Way of lllinois.

Dial 2-1-1 today!
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Nov. 5th
November 2009 Lunch Special
Honey BBQ
pork rib
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
% 6:00 Chess
5 Parent Meeting
Fall Back 6:30 PTO
Daylight Savings| Meeting
Time Begins
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
You can help Oakland School by savipg Campbel| 6s | abelyg, Beneganale
Box Tops for Education, as well as used ink jet printer cartridges and cell .
phones. When shopping at Office Depot, mention Oakland at checkout. Community Day
Shop at Target or use your Take Charge of Education credit card.
i \ &
15 19 20 21
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OO J BT Shopping for Schwano
B2, oy classes will be 6:006:30 Read ArOUﬂd the World!
held on Open House
i November 189. 6:308:00
Family Fun Nigh
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
(2] { 5:007:00 NO SCHOOL | NO SCHOOL
o fozre Mc D | . .
3 ]?% © cvona Thanksgiving| Thanksgiving
-1y Spirit Night . :
| | Vacation Vacation
Ji
29 30

Will your child miss school today?

Please call the school office at 8&@D2.

State law requires schools and parents to attempt to contac
each other when a child is absent. Please help us out by

calling us first.

It

is the mission of Oakland School

that

all

students

will

learn an

d succeed.



