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Dear Parents, 

I have put together some information I thought would be helpful.  If you have any questions after reading over these pages, please let me know.  






Sincerely, 






Mrs. Baldwin 

Contacting Me:
School  

663-2351 
 Between 8:15 and 9:00, I will usually be available.  I’m usually at school until 4:00.   After school starts for the day, you can leave a message or catch me during one of the times the kids are in specials (art, music, SIP, or PE).  

E-mail

baldwinc@district87.org
Please e-mail me anytime.  It will be the easiest way for immediate communication.  I don’t usually check it on the weekend, but will always check it on school days.

Extra conferences
Sometimes it’s necessary to talk before (or after) that fall conference.  I’ll be most available to conference with you before school, but will be able to arrange after-school times as well.  I’ll try to meet your schedule as much as possible.   

Friday Letters

You can expect a weekly Friday letter from me unless it’s a short week.  I will update you on the classroom happenings. This will hopefully give you a springboard for dialog with your child.  Look for a summary of things we learned that week and questions to ask your child.
Visiting the Classroom

Visitors and volunteers are always welcome.  Please let me know if you’d like to volunteer and in what area you’d like to help.  

If you’re visiting, please sign in at the office.  You are always welcome in our classroom.  Let me know if I can help you schedule a time to be at school for a particular activity.  

I’ll occasionally ask for help with special activities in the classroom, so watch the weekly letters for this information. 
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What a special time to celebrate your birthday at school!  You may, of course, bring or send treats for your child.  Cookies, cupcakes, juice boxes, homemade, store-bought, whatever!!  Birthday celebrations will be at 2:30 so that we can maximize our learning time during the day.    I will let you know of any food allergies.  Please send me a note to let me know your plans for the celebration (i.e. Is anyone coming?  Would you like to have the treats at a particular time?) 

We need to honor Stevenson’s school policy of not passing out personal birthday invitations at school.   

Summer Birthdays 
I’d like to celebrate summer birthdays as “unbirthdays.”  If your child has a summer birthday, I will work with you to find a great time.   

Sharing Time

It’s one of our state goals that children be able to communicate verbally in a variety of settings.  More information will follow regarding Show and Tell.  
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Listen to WBJC (AM 1230) for school closings. 

Please dress children appropriate for the weather (which can be difficult at best!)  Please mark your child’s coats, jackets and lunchboxes with your child’s name.  You would be amazed at how many children forget what their own coat looks like when they get to school!  

Please check the district handbook (bound booklet you received on the first day of class) for dress code guidelines.  When the air conditioning is on, it can be very cool in the classroom (and of course it’s sometimes hot in the fall and spring for recess).  I’m sure you’ll make appropriate choices for the circumstances!   

If you’re in the habit of zipping and tying for your child, it’s time to get out of the habit!  I know (as a parent) we all do it, but children need to be able to fix fasteners on their own.  Please help them to be independent. (
Homework   

[image: image4.wmf]Once a week, I will send items home to be completed as “homework.”  Expect to see homework come home each Tuesday.  The main purpose for this is to give you a chance to be involved with your child’s learning.  It also teaches the child responsibility and gives you the opportunity to give your child some one-on-one guidance.  

Please send homework back to school the next day.  
Expect to see a letter each week focused upon for homework.  I will send math homework on most days as well. 
I can’t say enough about the importance of reading with your child.  Please take time each day (if you don’t already) to read to your child and have him/her read to you.  I know schedules get busy, but it is the single most important gift you could ever give to your child.  

D’Nealian Handwriting

With this packet, you will find a copy of the D’Nealian alphabet.  It doesn’t look the same as when you and I were in school!  Our district has adopted it as “ours” because it makes a nice transition into cursive writing.  (And the children love the monkey tails!)  The district expectation is that each child write his/her name with a capital at the beginning and the remainder of the letters lower case. 

If your child has learned to write in all capital letters, that’s fine, but it’s time to relearn.  When children are using capitals and lower case letters appropriately, I call this “writing the kindergarten way.”  I avoid using the terms right/wrong.  

Enclosed with this packet, you will find a sheet with your child’s name on it.  This is how your child should learn to write his/her name.  A good way to work on this with your child is to take one letter at a time and practice it a little each day until the formation has been mastered.   It will take time and you’ll want to offer lots of praise as this new skill is practiced!

Please help reinforce good handwriting skills with your child at home.  As you practice with your child, give choices of LINED OR UNLINED PAPER.  Kindergartners do not use lined paper until they have attained adequate fine motor control to do so. (I provide paper with some lines and some blank space at school.)  A chunky sized pencil will also be helpful as it’s hard for little hands to use a regular sized pencil.
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Read Aloud Charts 

Research shows that reading DAILY to your child is one of the most important keys to school success.  Each month I will send home a Read Aloud Chart and I ask that you write the titles of the books you read to your child throughout the month on the chart.  At the end of the month, send the completed chart back to school with your child and I’ll give your child a reward certificate.  

Please help your child keep things at home that are intended for home and leave things at school that belong at school.  That includes money, toys, trinkets and candy.  Thanks for your understanding.  

