Heartland Community College
Technology Division
Course Syllabus for Students

COURSE PREFIX AND NUMBER:  DMED 120, BACC, All Sections 
COURSE TITLE: Computer Imaging and Design

[bookmark: Text3]DAYS AND TIMES THE COURSE MEETS:  M-F 9:50-11:48; 12:31-2:15

CATALOG DESCRIPTION:
An introduction to creating and manipulating digital images.  Emphasis is placed on studying and applying basic design concepts, while dealing with common print, video and computer designing challenges faced in the business world.  Computer graphic programs, including Adobe Photoshop, Macromedia Freehand will be used.  Students will also become familiar with modern production equipment such as printers and scanners.  Students should be familiar with computers and have some experience with drawing programs.

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION: 
[bookmark: Text4]Instructor name:Mr. Ken Cowdery
[bookmark: Text5]Phone number to contact instructor:	309-829-8671 x5185
[bookmark: Text7]Instructor e-mail address: cowderyk@district87.org
[bookmark: Text8]Location of instructor’s office:  160
[bookmark: Text9]Hours and days of instructor’s office hours:  By appointment

Textbook(s):
Required:
Deke McClelland.  Deke McClelland’s Look & Learn Photoshop 6.0.  Hungry Minds.

Robin Williams.  The Non-Designer’s Design Book.  Peachpit Press.  1999


RELATIONSHIP TO ACADEMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS AND TRANSFER:
The course may transfer to colleges and universities as an elective course.  However, since DMED 120 is not part of the General Education Core Curriculum described in the Illinois Articulation Initiative, students should check with an academic advsior for information about its transferability to other institutions.

[bookmark: QuickMark]COURSE OBJECTIVES (LEARNING OUTCOMES):
After completing this course, the student should be able to:
	1.	Understand basic design concepts and know how to apply them.
	PS2
	Homework and Exams

	2.	Understand strategies for using computer images in multimedia.
	C4, PS2
	Homework and Exams

	3.	Know how to acquire images to be used digitally including clip art, scanning, photography and original creations.
	PS2
	Homework and Exams

	4.	Use with at least two digital media software programs.
	PS2
	Homework and Exams

	5.	Operate a color scanner and incorporate images into designs.
	PS2
	Homework and Exams

	6.	Demonstrate a multimedia aesthetic of design, color, and audience.
	C4, PS3
	Homework and Exams

	7.	Collaborate on digital media presentations.
	PS5
	Homework and Exams

	8.	Demonstrate knowledge of using color successfully.
	C4, PS4
	Homework and Exams

	9.	Use computer imaging and design vocabulary skillfully.
	C7
	Homework and Exams

	10.	Effectively create a digital media project.
	C4, PS5
	Homework and Exams

	11.	Critique a digital media project.
	C4, PS4
	Homework and Exams

	12.	Understand legal and ethical issues involved with creating digital media.
	C3, PS4
	Homework and Exams

	13.	Know copyright guidelines for digital media.
	C3
	Homework and Exams



COURSE/LAB OUTLINE:
1.	Introduction to visual communication.
2.	Basic elements and principles of design.
3.	Overview of color and light.
4.	Examination of computing imaging and design software; what's available, 			critiquing selected software effectiveness.
5.	Introduction to color scanners.
6.	Using and manipulating the still image.
7.	Pictures into pixels: elements of transforming images into digital images.
8.	Using images in multimedia and graphic design, editing, incorporating into larger 		picture.
9.	Considering elements of color, color depth, color palettes, cross-platform palettes.
10.	Image formats
11.	Critiquing images.
12.	Collaborating on images.
13. Creating finished products for several media forms, including print, television and the world wide web.
13.	Resources for computer image creator.
14.	Legal issues
15.	Ethical issues.
16.	Future for computer imaging and design.


COURSE POLICIES:

Method of Evaluation (Tests/Exams, Grading System):
Course grades will be based on a compilation of several in and out of class assignments, tests and projects.  Students will complete four tests and 5 projects that confirm their understanding of the important imaging concepts discussed in this course.
Lab assignments relating to units of study, projects, activities and tests are evelauated based upon a point scale. Unit tests also assess the understanding of the material.

Missing an exam and assignments policy
There are many options including the following:  
1.  Requiring students to take a test within two days of the original test date, with penalty of reduced test score. 
2.  Not accepting any late assignments or allow any make ups.  
Make up work should be done ahead of time for pre-planned absences.  Absences due to an illness will be made up according to the policy of the Area Career Center.

Required Writing and Reading:
Each student will complete assignments that are equivalent to writing a short (3 to 4 pages) paper.  For some projects, students will gather their own material to create professional grade print projects.

In addition to reading the required texts, students also will be required to read critically and analytically selected examples of a variety of printed materials in all visual media forms, including print, television and the World Wide Web.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Academic integrity is a fundamental principle of collegial life at Heartland Community College and is essential to the credibility of the College’s educational programs.  Moreover, because grading may be competitive, students who misrepresent their academic work violate the right of their fellow students.  The College, therefore, views any act of academic dishonest as a serious offense requiring disciplinary measures, including course failure, suspension, and even expulsion from the College.  In addition, an act of academic dishonesty may have unforeseen effects far beyond any officially imposed penalties.
Violations of academic integrity include, but are not limited to cheating, aiding or suborning cheating or other acts of academic dishonesty, plagiarism, misrepresentation of data, falsification of academic records or documents and unauthorized access to computerized academic or administrative records or systems.  Definitions of these violations may be found in the college catalog.

PLAGIARISM
Plagiarism is the presenting of others’ ideas as if they were your own. When you write a paper, create a project, do a presentation or create anything original, it is assumed that all the work, except for that which is attributed to another author or creator, is your own. Plagiarism is considered a serious academic offense and may take the following forms:
1. Copying word-for-word from another source and not giving that source credit.
1. Paraphrasing the work of another and not giving that source credit.
1. Adopting a particularly apt phrase as your own.
1. Using an image or a copy of an image without crediting its source.
1. Paraphrasing someone else’s line of thinking in the development of a topic as if it were your own.
1. Receiving excessive help from a friend or elsewhere, or using another project as if it were your own.

[Adapted from the Modern Language Association’s MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. New York: MLA, 1995: 26]

Word-for-word copying is not the only form of plagiarism. The penalties for plagiarism may be severe, ranging from failure on the particular piece of work, failure in the course or expulsion from school in extreme cases.

Many plagiarism problems can be remedied by citing the sources of the original work.  When in doubt, cite the source according to the style your instructor directs. Usually this is APA or MLA Style. Don’t be daunted by citing sources which are not books.  You can cite everything – including pamphlets, maps, cereal boxes, telephone conversations, movies, television shows, Internet and world-wide web sites.  Most cases of plagiarism arise from carelessness or haste.  Violators often attempt to excuse themselves by saying that they were not told of the nature of plagiarism.  You have been told.  You must not include either the phrases or ideas of another writer in your papers without acknowledgment.  Otherwise, you are stealing.  Plagiarism is dishonest.  It is cheating and is subject to severe penalties.  It may endanger your whole career.  Don’t do it.
