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ANTAGONIST-The person who opposes or competes with the protagonist or main character.

CHARACTER-A literary role taken by a human being, a real or personified animal, or a personified object.

CHARACTERIZATION-The way in which an author develops the characters so that readers can picture them and understand their feelings.  This can be done by the author simply describing all the characters and their actions or may be done by using dialogue and thoughts to develop the characters. 

CLIMAX-In literature, the action that precipitates the resolution of the conflict; can also be referred to as the turning point.

CONFLICT-The struggle between the protagonist and the opposing force, which forms the basis of the plot; conflict can be external (characters versus other characters, versus nature, or versus society) or internal (characters versus themselves).

EXPOSITION-Introduces background material about characters, setting, and the present situation.

FALLING ACTION-The part of the story in which there is a sharp decline in tension.

NARRATOR-Person or character who tells a story.

PLOT-A sequence of events involving characters in conflict.  

PROTAGONIST-The hero or main character of the story.

RESOLUTION-The conclusion of the story.

RISING ACTION-Exposition and complications that lead to the climax.

SETTING-The time and place in which the action occurs.

THEME-The major idea or message in a work of literature; a theme can be either an implicit or an explicit statement and often presents a broad truth about people, society, or the human condition; common literary themes often deal with the struggle of a person against society or against nature.

