8TH GRADE ESSENTIAL WORDS

DECEMBER & JANUARY

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

ALLUSION-A mention of, or brief reference, to a person or thing not otherwise part of the story; example:  a parent might remind a lying child of the boy who cried wolf.  

ANALOGY-A likeness in specific ways between things that are otherwise unlike; example:  comparing the movement of a baseball player to that of a ballet dancer.

CLICHÉ-Phrases (usually idioms, similes, and metaphors) or expressions that have lost meaning through overuse.

EUPHEMISM-An indirect way of expressing unpleasant words or concepts, often in a more tasteful manner.

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE-The description of something by comparison; beyond the literal meaning.

HYPERBOLE-Exaggeration to achieve a certain effect.

IDIOM-An expression with a meaning other than the literal meaning of the words.

IMAGERY-Descriptions that help form mental pictures.  Vivid language used to convey sensations.

IRONY-A discrepancy:  the contrast between what is expected or what appears to be and what actually exists; it implies the opposite of what is said.  Includes verbal irony, situational irony, and dramatic irony.  Example:  a firehouse burning down.

METAPHOR-An implied comparison between two unlike things; metaphors differ from similes in that they do not contain like or as.

SIMILE-A comparison using the words like or as.

