8TH GRADE ESSENTIAL WORDS

OCTOBER

LITERARY TECHNIQUE

FLASHBACK-A scene that presents an event that occurred before the time of the story, often presented through a dream sequence, dialogue, or a recollection.

FORESHADOWING-Clues about events yet to come in a story.

MOOD-The atmosphere created by the setting and the situation; the feeling of the story.

PERSONIFICATION-Giving human characteristics to an animal or an object.

POINT OF VIEW-The angle of narration used to tell the story.  The different points of view include: 

First person-narration told from the point of view of the main character, using words such as I, we, and our.

Third person objective-a story told by a narrator outside the action who only knows the events of the story; not the feelings or thoughts of the characters.

Third person limited-a story told by a narrator outside the action who knows the thoughts, feelings and actions of some of the characters.

Third person omniscient-a story told by a narrator outside the action who knows the thoughts, feelings, and actions of all of the characters.

SENSORY WORDS-Words that appeal to one or more of the senses-sight, sound, touch/feeling, smell, and or taste.

STYLE-The way an author puts his or her thoughts into words; style can encompass an author’s individual word choice and syntax, and the influence of the author’s personality on the subject matter.  The type of writing the author uses to create a mood, including use of symbols, metaphors, imagery, paradoxes, and irony.

SUSPENSE-The condition of fear or uncertainty about future plot events, intended to hold a reader’s interest.

SYMBOLISM-The use of a word or image that operates on both the literal and the inferential levels.

TONE-The author’s attitude toward the theme, toward the characters, toward the subject, or even toward the reader, as expressed through pace, style, plot, dialogue, and character actions; or the relationship the author has with the reader.

