8TH GRADE ESENTIAL WORDS

SEPTEMBER

GENRE

ANECDOTE-A brief, often amusing retelling of an event.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY- the story of a person’s own life written by that person.

BIOGRAPHY-The life history of an individual, written by another person.

EXPOSITORY-Writing that informs or explains.

FANTASY-A genre that includes fairy and folk tales, science fiction, and fables; stories of pure imagination in which action may depend upon magic or the supernatural.

FICTION-A category of literature that has imaginary characters and events; includes novels, short stories, etc.

GENRE-A distinctive type or category of literary composition that has its own distinctive characteristics.  Poetry, novel, short story, myth, fable, biography, and autobiography are some genres.

HISTORICAL FICTION-A story based on events that actually took place or people who actually lived.

NONFICTION-Literary works other than fiction.

NOVEL-A fictional story with characters, setting, and plot, usually long enough to fill at least one volume.

PARABLE-Story that presents a clear, simple version of a problem in order to teach a lesson or moral.

REALISTIC FICTION-Fiction in which the setting, plot, dialogue, and characters seem real.

SCIENCE FICTION-A story that relies upon invention or extension of nature’s laws not upon the supernatural or magical.

SHORT STORY-A story having plot, characters, and setting, that is shorter and less complicated in terms of conflict and plot than a novel.

