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A Problem-Based Learning Project

Sponsored by the Beyond the Books Foundation of Bloomington-Normal

Use this jot chart to help you brainstorm some thoughts for your own PBL experience

	What is it about your students and situation that may encourage/hinder effective use of PBL?

	

	What worthwhile goals might you set for your students?  What from ILS can you use as criteria for your choices?

	

	What authentic problem could you present to your students that would lend itself to multiple solution possibilities?

	

	How long would your idea take?  Would it be a worthwhile use of curricular time?  What justifies your choice?

	

	How will you acquire student feedback?  What assessment/evidence of student learning would be appropriate for your students in your project?

	

	How will you make time for reflection on the strengths and weaknesses of your experience?  How will this experience be a springboard for future experiences?

	


What Sixth Grade Students Know About the Space Needs at BJHS

· It’s too crowded.

· Students are learning in the hallways.

· There are 1400 students in a building made for 1,000.

· Many people bump into each other in the hallways.

· Art classes have to take place in other rooms besides art rooms.

· More desks and books are needed.

· More lockers are needed.  Students are sharing lockers.

· More money is needed.

· Seventh and eighth grade rooms are too small.

· There’s no S Team at 7th and 8th grades.

· Expansion means adding on.

· We could add more hallways and bathrooms.

· We could add more space.

· We could use a building that already exists.

· The costs could come out of teachers’ paychecks, fund raising, donations.

· Two buildings could be combined.

· Seventh/eighth graders could go to the high school.

· One of the gyms could be used as a classroom.

· A new level could be added to the top of the building.

· It’s uncomfortable.

· There are too many people.

· People teach in closets.

· We have more people than we can hold.

· We have too many kids.

· We could use the stage for class.

· We could use the wrestling room for class.

· There are fifth graders from every school coming to sixth grade.

· Small rooms like closets are hard to teach in.

What Sixth Grade Students Want to Know About the Space Needs at BJHS

· How much money do we have?

· Can we raise money if we don’t have enough?

· Do we have the time/space to do this?

· How much would expansion cost?

· How much land do we have for expansion?

· What will enrollment be next year?

· Where can we expand?

· Why are there 5 teachers on teams in 7th and 8th?

· How will we expand and keep what we need (parking, baseball/softball fields, etc.)

· Can we expand vertically?

· Can we merge the junior high and high school?

· What outside area is “ours?”

· How much more space is needed?

· How many rooms will be in the expansion?

· Is there room at the high school for 8th grade?

· How will the expansion affect the high school?

· What teachers need the expansion?

· Will schedules have to change?

· What would PE loops be if we expanded?

· Which would be more cost-efficient: vertical or horizontal expansion?

· Should sixth grade go back to the elementary schools?

· What happens to the students?

· Will we go to different letters?

· Who pays for it?

· Where will we expand?

· When will it happen?

· Will we be relocated?

· Can we build a three-story building?

· Can each letter have its own hallway?

· How much adjustment can they afford to make on the school?

· Can they take away an activity to pay for it?

· How many students are in the school?

· How many students are in each class?

· How many rooms are in the school?

· Why are we so cramped?

· Can we lower the ceilings?

· Why did they build a middle school?

What Sixth Grade Students Learned About the Space Needs at BJHS

· We had a teacher who came and talked to us about the problems that we had.  Also, what made me understand is when she came and talked about how much money we needed for our building.

· Our school is overcrowded with too many students.  I know we need to add on to the buildings so we can have more rooms so some of the students can have lockers.

· The hallways are too crowded.

· The locker rooms are too crowded.

· People are sharing lockers.

· Money does not grow on trees.

· Some teachers are teaching in closets.

· There are more kids than classrooms.

· Each room costs $108,000.

· I learned that everything is not cheap.  

· It would cost a lot of money to build one room.

· We should focus more on building out.

· I know about things I have never known that I do know from people who are willing to take their time to teach us something great.

· If you build vertically, it depends on the soil so the building doesn’t sink or anything.

· If you build horizontally, you have to check where your property line is.

· If you chop up the schedules for different kids, the buses might be affected.

· We learned how many students are in each grade now.

· The seventh and eighth grade rooms are too small.

· Money does not grow on trees.  We have a budget.

· I know that if we build up we will have to make stronger ceilings.

· If we build out, we have to build 15 to 20 feet from the road.  Not only that, we have to build more parking spaces.

· We learned how much prices have changed over the years.

· Our principal came in to share more ideas.  She took us outside to see different areas we could build on to. 
· Our school is too crowded for all of us.  It is ridiculous.  We don’t have enough money to add on to our building.  We should have bake sales or something like that.

· Building vertically could not work because of the pipes and electricity.

· It would take a couple years too add on to the building.

Application for Executive Committee Member

6J SHINES Project

Job Descriptions:

Chair: Leader.  Communicates with teachers regarding concerns of the Executive Committee.  Voting member of committee.  One of main presenters of proposal.

Vice Chair: Performs duties of chair when chair is unavailable.  Committees will report to this person.  Voting member of committee.  One of main presenters of proposal.

Technology Presentation Chair: Main goal is to work on the technological aspects of the presentation.  One of the main presenters of the proposal.  Voting member of committee.

Technology Hardware Chair: Main goal is to become familiar with the hardware used in the presentation and its efficient running.  Voting member of committee.

Secretary: Creates agenda and minutes for the Executive Committee.  Creates any other correspondence for the project.  Voting member of committee.

Student-at-large: Main goal is to ensure that the ideas of the subcommittees are being adequately considered by the Executive Committee.  Not a voting member.
*Executive Committee members may have to extend time on this project to outside of school hours.*
Name: _________________________________________

Circle one position for which you will be running:

Chair


Vice Chair

Technology Presentation Chair

Secretary

Student-At-Large

Technology Hardware Chair

Candidate’s Statement: Explain why you feel you are the best person for this position.  You will be videotaped stating what you have written, so be sure to think it through carefully.  The tape will be shown to your classmates before voting takes place.  This statement is due to your reading teacher by October 2, 2002.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I, ________________________, agree that, if elected by my classmates, I will complete my duties to the best of my ability.

Signature of Student: ______________________________
Plato and Kelly-Schierholz, IAGC Conference 2003


