SAMPLE PROBLEMS

For

Teaching Problem Solving Strategies

ACT IT OUT

1. You decide to arrange your pennies into 5 rows.  Each row has one more penny that the row above it.  The bottom row has 5 pennies.  How many pennies do you have?  

Answer: 15 pennies

2. Your classmate has a paper square.  She snips off each corner. How many sides does the shape have now? 

 Answer:  8 sides

DRAW A PICTURE

1. There are 3 vases in the room.  Each vase has three red flowers and two white flowers.  How many flowers are there in all?  Answer:  15 flowers

a. How many flowers are red?  Answer:  9 flowers

b. How many flowers are white?  Answer:  6 flowers

GUESS AND CHECK

1. Four different bottles of juice cost $1.15, $1.30, $1.29, and $1.49.  You buy two bottles of juice.  The total is $2.64.  Which bottles did you buy?

Answer:  Bottles labeled $1.15 and $1.49

2. If you double a mystery number and subtract 10, you will get 6.  What is the mystery number?

Answer:  8

