Success in Problem Solving

Overview

(First Semester)

I. Introduction – 

· Teacher will explain the grading rubric.

· Problem Solving Steps:  Understand, Plan, Try It, Look Back

· Individual Index Card Posters – Each student will make his own poster of the steps for use at his desk.

II. Critical Thinking Applets- Students will complete a variety of critical thinking applets at the computer lab. 

III. Oral Problem Solving – Teacher will read problems orally while students answer a variety of questions pertaining to the information.

IV.  Introduction of Strategies – Each strategy will be taught individually.  First, the teacher will model the strategy, then the students will practice the strategy with teacher guidance.  Finally, each student will create a word problem exemplifying the use of that particular strategy.

· Act It Out

· Draw a Picture

· Guess and Check

V. Write About Math – Teacher will model the explanation of problem solving incorporating the ISAT format.  The rubric used for ISAT will be introduced.

VI. Application – After teacher evaluation of the student’s written word problems, the student will teach one of their problems to classmates in a small group setting.

VII. Application – Students will complete a worksheet containing a mixture of problems using all three strategies.

VIII. Evaluation - A rubric measuring the student’s performance during this unit will be used.

IX. Reflection - Student reflection of the unit will be completed in written form.

