Name: ____________________________
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH: How a Bill Becomes a Law
Part I

Beginning of a Bill 

· Where do ideas for bills come from?

· Who can introduce a bill in Congress?

· When can bills be introduced?

· What are the four basic types of legislation?

· What does a private bill do?

· What does a public bill do?

Proposal of a Bill 
· Who officially introduces the bill in Congress?

· What types of bills do Representatives sponsor?

· If a bill has two or more sponsors, what are they called?

Introduction of a Bill 

· In the House, what is the special box called where bills are officially introduced?

· In the Senate, how is a bill introduced?

· Each bill in the House has a number. What do House bills begin with? What do House resolutions start with?
· Each bill in the Senate also has a number. What do Senate bills begin with?

· After the first reading of a bill, where does the bill go?

Committee Action 

· How many committees are there in the House?

· How many committees are there in the Senate.

· There are seven steps the committee takes with a new bill. What are the five steps?

The Bill is Reported 
· After the bill is released from a committee, where does it go?

The Bill is Put to a Vote 

· The bill has been considered by the House. Members have read the bill, debated it and made amendments.

· What happens next to the bill?

· What are the three options that members have when voting on a bill?

· Where does a bill go if the majority of the House votes to pass it?

The Bill is sent to the President 

· A bill has passed in the House and the Senate. Where is it sent next?

· What four actions can the President take with a bill?

The Bill Becomes a Law 

· If the President signs the bill, or takes no action while Congress is in session, what happens to the bill? 

· If Congress overrides a presidential veto, what happens to the bill?

The Bill is Vetoed 

· What is it called when the President decides not to sign a bill?

· Where does a bill go after being vetoed?

· Can Congress override the President’s veto?

The Veto is Overridden 

· What fraction of Congress needs to vote for a bill in order to override a veto?

· If Congress does not override the veto, what happens to the bill?

