Course Guidelines 

Mrs. Smith – Room 31
Dear Parents and Students,

This geometry course includes plane, spatial, transformational, and coordinate geometry's. It emphasizes logical thinking and applies algebraic concepts to geometric figures. Topics covered include angles, lines, planes, triangles (congruent, similar, and right), circles, areas, solids, volume, constructions, transformations, and geometry on the Cartesian plane. Geometric constructions are explored and algebra skills are maintained throughout the year.   

Please read through this document as it contains important information about classroom policies and guidelines.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding any of the information here, please feel free to contact me.   I am looking forward to working with you this year!

Mrs. Kate Smith
My 2006 – 2007 Schedule

	1st period 
	7:30 – 8:20
	Prep Hour

	2nd period 
	8:24 – 9:14
	Geometry

	3rd period 
	9:18 – 10:08
	Semester 2 Algebra

	4th period 
	10:12 – 11:02
	Basic Math Essentials

	5th period 
	11:02 – 12:27
	Prep Hour

	6th period 
	12:31 – 1:21
	Semester 2 Algebra

	7th period 
	1:25 – 2:15
	Semester 2 Algebra


Contact Information

*The best way to contact me is through email*

Email: smithk@district87.org
Phone: 828-5201 ext. 1031

Website: www.district87.org/staff/smithk
►GRADES & ASSIGNMENTS
Grades
Tests and Quizzes ····· 60%

Notebook ·······················10% 

In-Class Work ··············10%

Homework ······················10%

Projects ··························10%

Grading Scale

A = 90% - 100%

B = 80% - 89.9%

C = 70% - 79.9%

D = 60% - 69.9%

Description of Assignments*

	Tests &

Quizzes
	There will be one individual test worth 100 points for each chapter studied.  You will be notified in advanced of specific test dates.

There will be one group quiz every chapter. You will be able to work only with those students in your group and each group member will receive the same grade.  Each group quiz will be worth 25 points.  There may also be occasional “quick quizzes” worth 10 points each.  These will check your knowledge of equations, definitions, etc.

Make-up quizzes and tests should be scheduled within two days of an absence. Failure to do so may result in a zero for that test.

	Notebooks
	Notebooks will be collected at the beginning of the hour the day of each chapter test.  No late notebooks will be accepted.  See the Notebook Requirement assignment sheet for more information.

If a student has been absent, the notebook should be turned in before taking the make-up test.

	In-Class Work
	We will be doing many assignments and activities in class.  Periodically you will be given extra time outside of class to finish these in-class assignments.

Many in-class assignments require certain materials and for students to work in groups.  It is for this reason that a student will receive a “No Count” grade if they are absent for the entire activity.  Students should still get copies of the worksheets, etc. and talk to their group members about the assignment in order to prepare for quizzes and tests.

	Homework
	All homework assignments will be given to the students at the beginning of each chapter.  They must be turned in at the beginning of the hour on the date they are due.  Each homework assignment will be worth 10 points and will be graded on completion and/or accuracy.  Homework may be turned in up to 24 hours late and the grade will be decreased by 50%.  No homework will be accepted later than 24 hours.

Homework assigned before an absence is still due on its due date unless otherwise arranged with me.  If a student is turning in an assignment after being absent on the due date they must write “ABSENT” on the top of their paper.

	Projects
	There will be at least one writing project each quarter.  For more information see the Writing Project Requirements assignment sheet.  There may also be other miscellaneous projects throughout each quarter.  Each project given will have an individual rubric available at the time assigned.  Projects may be turned in up to 24 hours late with a 50% penalty.  No projects will be accepted after 24 hours.

The same absent rules for homework apply to projects.


*All absent policies listed in this table are for excused absences only.  Any assignments/quizzes/tests/projects not turned in because of an unexcused absence will be given a zero.

►ATTENDANCE 

Attendance

Attendance is an integral part of success.  If a student is not in attendance for part or all of the class, it is the STUDENT’S responsibility to find out what he/she missed!  Everything missed should be completed for success to occur!  Work will NOT be accepted after the due date if a student was absent AND the absence is unapproved.

Tardy

Coming to class tardy without an approved pass counts as 
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of an unapproved absence if the student is less than 15 minutes late.  If the student is 15 minutes late or more, the tardy will count as 1 unapproved absence.  Four unapproved absences in any quarter will result in an ‘F’ for the quarter.  All school rules will be enforced with respect to attendance.

►EXTRA HELP

After School 

I am available for help most days after school – usually until 3:45pm.  I will be posting my schedule of availability in the classroom every week.  Sometimes I have other commitments such as Math Team and meetings.  Many times students will come after school just to work on homework and get help from other students as well.  I encourage all students to come after school and work with each other on homework and other assignments.

Other Times

If students are not available during this time due to special circumstances please contact me so that we can work something else out.  I want to make sure every student gets the help they need to succeed in my class. Students are also encouraged to seek help from other teachers and available tutors in the library after school.

►MATERIALS 

Required Materials

· Three-ring binder 
· Loose leaf notebook paper
· Pencils 
· Student’s network login and password
· Textbook
· Scientific calculator or graphing calculator – graphing calculators will periodically be used in class and provided by the teacher.  There will be no calculators loaned out during tests and quizzes.
· Protractor, compass, ruler – student will need access to these items at home or may use the class set after school.  They will be provided during class time.
Optional Materials

· Graph paper

·  Geometers Sketchpad software – see Mrs. Smith if you wish to purchase this.  This may be useful for creating drawings for proofs and is also available in the computer labs at school.

►MISCELLANEOUS

Leaving Class

Students will not be allowed to leave class unless they have an approved pass or they need to use the bathroom or get a drink.  Using the bathroom and / or getting a drink should only be done during class time in an emergency.  Emergencies do NOT happen EVERYDAY!

Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty will not be accepted! It is wrong for a student to cheat in any way!  It is wrong for a student to knowingly allow a student to cheat in any way!  If a student is academically dishonest, the student will receive a ‘0’ for that grade, and all other school consequence will be enforced!  It is wrong for a student to not report any incidence of academic dishonesty!

On test days, any talking will be considered cheating – even if the student is finished taking the test.  Students may bring work to do in the event they finish their test early.

Overall

All school rules will be enforced!

Information

To check grades:  Login____________________ Password_____________________

To sign-on in the computer lab:  Login________________Password_________________

Name_____________________Hr___

Signature Sheet

10 point Homework Assignment

Due Monday, August 28
PARENTS/GUARDIANS - Please read Mrs. Smith’s Course Guidelines with your child and retain them for your records.  If you have any questions or comments please use the space provided below.  When completed, have your child return this sheet with the appropriate signatures to Mrs. Smith.  

Student Questions/Comments

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parents or Guardians Questions/Comments

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name(s):
Best way to contact me:

1. _________________________
□ Email
___________________


□ Phone
___________________

2. _________________________
□ Email
___________________


□ Phone
___________________

I have read and understand the Course Guidelines for Mrs. Smith’s math class.

Student Signature __________________________________  Date ________

Parent/Guardian Signature   ___________________________  Date ________
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