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Our classroom discovery speeches are oral activities that familiarize the students with public speaking and independent research skills. Students will be required to prepare and participate once a month. I will send home a presentation schedule for the remainder school year. This list of Discovery Speech Ideas, along with other helpful information regarding Discovery Speeches, will also be posted on our classroom website!

Presentations will be on Fridays starting in November!

Enclosed in this packet is a list of 32 “Discovery Speech” topics. Students should use books, magazines, family member interviews, or the Internet to obtain information. Each topic the student chooses may only be done once!

Acceptable Participation includes the following:

~ Students must TELL us about what they have learned. They may use a copy of the planning note card in this packet while presenting. A copy of this will be posted on our webpage for easy download. The student must ALSO turn in a copy of the planning
card for me to keep with his or her graded rubric. This note card will also serve as an assessment tool as I fill out the rubric during the presentation.
~Presentation time allotment will be 10-20 minutes per student. Please be respectful to keep your speech within this timeline so everyone scheduled for that day has an opportunity to present. 
~Students must be able to answer “reasonable” questions we might ask about the topic they are talking about. Typically time is provided for 2 – 3 questions from students per presenter.
~Students should bring posters, pictures, or any visual aid items! We have capabilities for using technology in the presentation. I encourage them to be creative with the visual elements of the speech!

This is an activity that will provide a fun way to study something that is of interest to each student and for them to share their interests with us!











Rubric to Grade Discovery Speech Reports
Name:___________________   Student #:____
Number of Discovery Speech: _______  Month:_______________________
Topic:_________________________________________
	
	1   

	2
	3
	Total

	Organization

	Audience cannot
understand
presentation because
there is no sequence
of information.

	Audience has some
difficulty following
presentation because
student jumps
around.

	Student presents
information in logical,
interesting sequence
which audience can
follow.

	

	Subject Knowledge
	Student does not
have grasp of
information; student
cannot answer
questions about
subject.

	Student is
uncomfortable with
information and is
able to answer only
very basic questions.

	Student
demonstrates full
knowledge by
answering all class
questions with
explanations and
elaboration.

	

	Eye Contact

	Student reads all of
report with no eye
contact.

	Student occasionally
uses eye contact, but
still reads most of
report.

	Student maintains
eye contact with
audience, seldom
returning to notes.

	

	Elocution

	Student mumbles and speaks too quietly for
students in the back
of class to hear.

	Student's voice is
low. Student
Audience members
have difficulty
hearing presentation.

	Student uses a clear
voice and audience
members can hear
presentation.

	

	Planning Note Card

	No sequence of
information on the
planning card. There
is minimal evidence of information needed
to present properly.

	Planning card is filled
out, but not
sequential and
information is
limited.
	Information on note
card is in sequence
and knowledge of
topic is evident on
note card

	


Total Points earned out of 15:_______


Teacher Comments about THIS Presentation:


Teacher suggestions for NEXT Presentation:
DISCOVERY SPEECH Planning Note Card

Name:________________________________   Student #:________

Number of Discovery Speech: _______  Month:_______________________

Topic:_________________________________________

	MAIN POINTS YOU ARE GOING TO MAKE 
(How you will organize your speech, provide an outline of information you will share):

	




















	Plans for Visuals and Props: 
	









	Plans for Gestures, Eye Contact and Elocution: 
	




	Remember to smile and have fun with your Discovery Speech! 







DISCOVERY SPEECH TOPICS in 32 Flavors!

1. Discover where your name came from. (This could be your first, middle, or last
name, or even a nickname.)
2. Discover How-To! Provide classmates with a detailed description on how-to do something: prepare a recipe, create origami, do a craft or perform a sports skill.  Use specific gestures and organized directions so the classmates can follow your teaching! 
3. Discover natural disasters. Pick a specific disaster. Tell us about it in detail.
Think of some ideas for.
4. Discover a career (grown-up job) that interests you! What kind of schooling do
you need to do this job? Why does it interest you?
5. Discover how memories are preserved, past or present. What does your family
do to preserve special memories?
6. Discover how to prevent/reduce crime in the Bloomington/Normal area! Please
include details/statistic in your presentation.
7. Discover a famous Illinoisan, past or present! Tell us about him/her, his/her
life, and why he/she became famous. Include a picture as part of your
presentation so we can see what they look like.
8. Discover how to care for a specific animal you are interested in keeping as a pet! This might be a good change to persuade your parents for that pet you've always wanted. Include a picture of the animal and detailed plans for caring for the animal. 
9. Discover the law of supply and demand! How does it affect the cost of your
holiday gifts? Provide examples.
10. What holiday traditions do your family practice? Give examples and explain in
detail. You may even demonstrate a tradition for the group.
11. Discover a way to make the new year your best ever--in school or at home!
Share your resolution/s and the reason you chose it/them.
12. Discover the Civil Rights Movement or one of the famous people involved in it,
such as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., or Rosa Parks! Include a picture as part
of your presentation so we can see what they look like.
13. Discover where the months of the year got their names! Do they have special
meanings that fit the seasons? 
14. Discover Illinois's state gem and state fossil! Tell why they were selected and
what they stand for. Include a picture as part of your presentation so we can
see what they look like.
15. Discover a famous African-American, past or present. Tell about his/her life
and contributions. Include a picture as part of your presentation so we can
see what they look like!
16. Discover Illinois's state flag and seal! Tell why they were selected and what
they stand for. Include a picture as part of your presentation so we can see
what they look like.
17. Are you "lucky?" Teach a game or do a trick where the "odds" of winning may
not be good. Learn about probability! Provide a copy of your “lesson” to the
teacher with report.
18. Discover Illinois' three most important crops! Tell
why and how they are important to Illinois. Include pictures as part of your
presentation so we can see what they look like.
19. Discover safety on bikes, skateboards, roller blades, or scooters! Make a list
of rules YOU think should be distributed to the public. Inform of your rules
how to be safer while having more fun doing these fun activities.
20. Myths and legends are part of a group's heritage. Learn a Native American
legend, and tell it like it would have been told by Native Americans years ago.
Don't just read it! Tell it with expression, emotion, and personality! Actors
and Actresses—this is a report for YOU!
21. Discover a type of poetry! Show us how to write a haiku, or cinquain,
or other poetry style of your choice. Share a piece or pieces of poetry
you are proud of.
22. Who are the state senator and state representatives?
Are they Republican or Democrat? Find out about one of them--their family,
jobs (normally), and views on things that are important to you. Include a
picture as part of your presentation so we can see what they look like!
23. Who is the Governor of Illinois? Is he Republican or Democrat? Find out
about him—their history, their family, jobs, and views on things that are
important to you. Include a picture as part of your presentation so we can see
what they look like!
24. Discover a famous woman in history, past or present! Tell about his/her life
and contributions. Include a picture as part of your presentation so we can
see what they look like.
25. Discover a famous inventor, past or present! Tell about his/her life and
contributions. Include a picture as part of your presentation so we can see
what they look like and what their inventions look like.
26. Discover an Illinois’s state capital city!  Tell why it was selected, its
history, how the location of Illinois' capital city have changed, and its current statistics.
27. Discover a country or city you would like to visit! Tell us all about the facts,
attractions, location, and reasons why this might be a great place to travel.
Make sure to include pictures and a map showing the location of this destination!
28. Discover Illinois's state animals (state bird, mammal, reptile, amphibian, fish
etc) Choose TWO! Tell why they were selected and what they stand for. Include a
picture as part of your presentation so we can see what they look like.
29. Discover Illinois’s State anthems (songs)! Tell why they were selected and
what they stand for. You may bring in a recording our sing/play the songs for
us.
30. Discover one of Illinois's Colleges/Universities! Tell us about its location,
teams, academics, etc. Is this somewhere you would like to go? Tell us why!
31. Discover an Illinois attraction. Tell ALL about its creation, location,
relevance to Illinois, and any directions on how to get there from Bloomington, IL. Include a picture as part of your presentation so we can see what it
looks like!

32. Discover a topic that you are totally interested in!  Discuss your topic with Ms. White before you begin working on it.  

