Adlai E. Stevenson II Elementary School

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date: September 1, 2009
Attendees:

Tracy Burke

Daynna Hebenstreit

Yaia Palatax

Tanya Wolfe


Alma Weiland

Dawn Leedel


Karla Timm

Sharon Mink
Karen Hightower
Veera Gottiveeti

Bethelen Finley

Rachael Cremer

Fawn Cogswell

Melanie Johnson

Melissa Casey

Carrie Stevenson


Kathryn McDonald
Beckie Olmstead

Amy Lehr

Aisha Neal

Heather Griffith

Jackie Holmes


Diane Dempsey

Catherine Kiper

Jo Beth Voggetzer
Katie Taylor


Deanna Francisco 

1. Call to Order & Welcome: The meeting was called to order at 6:32 pm by Katie Taylor.
2.  Recorder’s report:  Minutes from the August meeting were reviewed.  A motion to approve made by Tracy Burke and seconded by Alma Weiland.
3. Treasurer:   Treasurer reported that the only money spent was the payment for half of the laminating film.   

4.  Principal’s report: Tina Fogal  
· Brief introduction of all the new members attending the PTO meeting.  Mrs. Fogal welcomed all the new parents and gave a brief overview of the PTO.  Mrs. Fogal reviewed all the information that would be included in a Tiger Talk.
·  Enrollment is at 503.  Thanks the PTO for the help in orientation.  We tried a different format this year meeting in the gym first and then went to the classroom.  This system was liked.  
· Fire drill on Thursday 9-3.  The one in October will include the Fire dept.  Sept 18 is a tornado drill with the county to review the procedures for what happens in a tornado.  
· SAT 10 starts next week.  Testing in grades 1-5.  Results will be shared at parent/teacher conferences.  
· Picture day Sept. 24th.  Mrs. Fogal reviewed all the information that would be included in a Tiger Talk.
5. Old Business:
· T-shirts were restocked.  PTO is in need of someone to manage the program.  PTO would like someone to chair a committee to check-out and restock the uniforms for volleyball, basketball, flag football, and track.  Parents get a release form and pay a deposit of $10.  PTO holds the check until the shirt is returned.  Chair would need to keep track of who is given what shirt and if they returned the shirt.  If you are interested, see a member of the board.  Tracy Burke mentioned that it would be easy for a parent who had active children in those sports.  
· Re-cap of orientations.  Thank you to everyone who came.  The new set-up was also liked by the PTO.  PTO was able to get the word out about the organization.

6. Committee Reports:

· Cub Scouts- School night Sept 10th in the café.  Membership drive.  1st pack 9/17 6:30-8pm and kick off for popcorn.  Scouts will be at Lowe’s selling popcorn.
· Market Day- Last day to place an order is September 3rd.  PickupTuesday, September 8th from 4:30-5:30.  Volunteers are needed and start getting orders ready at 3:30.  Market Day kick-off this week to share the fundraising items through Markey Day.
· McDonald’s- Jo Beth, Tina and Kristin are having breakfast with McDonald’s on September 8th.  We have spirits nights 2x a year.  Mcteacher nights- Teachers work behind the counter and wait on the families.  McDonald’s also supplies the orange drink, assemblies with Ronald McDonald, and Art work is displayed.  November and April will be the months for spirit night.  We need to start organizing for the parade with McDonald’s for ISU homecoming.  We weren’t able to participate last year, but we hope to get volunteers for this year.  Watch for a flyer in early Oct.  Students must have an adult to march with them.  Artwork hanging sign-up sheet was sent around.  

· Dine-out on August 25th at Dairy Queen was a big success.  Total sales $1,090. 80.  The percentage we received back was $218.16.  We weren’t going to do Aug. but we all like ice cream!!  It was great to have someone there to collect receipts.    E-mail sent to DQ to thank them and they were overwhelmed.  Hopefully we can repeat next year.  Sept 28th Avanti’s dine in only but both locations.  15% is given to us.  Just tell them you are with Stevenson.  Flier coming home.  October 20th is Chuck E Cheese.  Last year we made $357.  Chuck is coming to say good-bye and give the kids a sticker for 10 free tokens.  Working on the date for November.  
· Teacher Rep-   Mrs. Wolfe.  No report.  A question for teachers was asked regarding games needed for indoor recess.  Was there a wish list?  No Mrs. Fogal is working with a parent that works at Target to see if we can get a discount.  Starting low key with a cart that will move from class to class.  Diane Dempsey volunteered to go get the games with her Target discount.  It was discussed to have parents donate games not used at home.  Susy, head supervisor, would like two carts because only two classes are inside at once.  There are lots of supervisors this year which makes it more manageable.

7. New Business:
· Family Fun night- Sept 18  7:00 Finalizing the movie that will be watched.  It will be G.  We show a movie on the north side of the building.  We serve popcorn, orange juice, and sell candy bar for .50  Around 300 came last year.  It was a success.  Katie has a friend that is an owner of a hotel.  This hotel will look to see if there are 6-9 king sized sheets to donate for the making of a large screen.  Sherman’s Home Work is trying to get a screen donated.  We should have a response soon.

· Subway- Fundraiser.  Get a subway card, put money on it and 2% of money spent is given to Stevenson.  Beckie is researching who signed Stevenson up.  Subway cards were purchased as a welcome back several years ago.  Cards can be loaded on the website or in a store.   Diane Dempsey also discussed that Target cards can also be attached to Stevenson.  5% spent at Target comes back.  This information should be included in the Tiger Talk.  Schnucks also haves an e-scrip card that you can swipe.

· E-Scrip Katherine  introduced the idea of fundraising using e-scrip.  The system is similar to Market day.  Put in an order for gift cards through this company, pick them up at Stevenson and then a percentage comes back to Stevenson.  PTO is looking for someone to chair this committee.  There are tons of companies.  Average is 4-7% with some in 20-25% back.  Could possibly be aligned with Market Day.  A contact with a parent at Oakland is willing to work with us to help us get started.

8. Additional Comments- 
· Spirit wear were in teacher boxes.  Order now through September 16th.  
· Tracy Burke- State Farm ad Millenium girls.  5th grade girls attend a Technology Fair.  It is a way for the girls to learn more about the IT field.  The program is trying to get girls more interested in this as a career.  It is $25.  Breakfast, activities, lunch and a t-shirt are a part of the price.  IT specialists have set up the demos and it is very unique and interesting.  Is there a way to get this info out?  Mrs. Fogal thought Mr. Bohne would like this.  Goal is to have a ratio of 1:1.  Saturday Oct 3rd  7:30-3:30.
· Fall Festival-A discussion centered on the question of whether Stevenson would bring back a Halloween parade.  Mrs. Fogal’s first response was no.  She is willing to explore why it was taken away and will report to PTO.  Discussion followed on costumes choice, those who don’t celebrate or can’t afford, or still bring inappropriate items.  Expectations of school has increased.  With the demands increasing time is precious and loss of instruction is hard.

· Jo-Beth State Farm does offer a grant if you volunteer 40 hours in the school they will donate $500.  PTO meetings do count.  An application is on-line on our site to track your hours.  Jackie Holmes questioned where the money went.  Is it any school or a school of your choice?  It is the school of your choice.  It is calendar year to calendar year and not school year to school year.  It also includes projects done for teachers at home.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:25pm.   

