Washington School PTO Minutes
October 3, 2011
Call to Order:  by Amie Keeton 6:31 at Washington School
Board Members in attendance:  Courtney Turnbull, Amie Keeton, Stephanie Reed, Danny Uhls, Diane Uhls, Angie Baker, Amanda Mateer
Attendees:  Josh & Tammy Houtzel, Karen Zolfaghari, Becky Bols, Rita Liazuk, Joanie Moore, Kelly Nowlin, Sara Dietz
Teachers:  Kelly Mathy, Maggie Killian 
Minutes from May meeting approved.  
Board member reports: 
Market Day Presentation by Rita Liazuk, Sales Manager Central IL
Rita presented research that shows parents want fewer more effective fundraisers and want value they can use.  Listing benefits of this program and word of mouth from moms and dads helps Market Day.  Consumers can now find, online at Marketday.com, the Preference Center which provides information on food, ingredients, special needs and special diets.  Customers can access this information using their smart phones.  Market Day offers frequent buyer promotions, free products and coupons.  Merchandise is 100% guaranteed up to 90 days.  You can order online and cash, check and link card are accepted payments.  Bonus day programs are November pies, December cookie dough and March desserts.  These purchases cannot be ordered on line.  Sending out flyers and posting information about upcoming events (Nov pies) on the school’s Facebook page are effective for marketing.  Last year’s profit for Nov pies was $2700. 
Principal Report – presented by Kelly Mathy
Hopefully your students have adjusted to their routines and are on the road to success.  As we continue into the months of October and November classes will be moving into many new topics in the curriculum.  Continue to monitor your student’s progress with the material that comes home as well as through classroom websites and Family Access on Skyward.   You are an extremely important part of your child’s success.  If you have questions, we strongly encourage you to touch base with the teacher.  Keeping those lines of communication open will ensure that everyone is working as a team to keep the students moving forward!  Again, thanks to all of you for helping us get off to a great start!!
Parent Teacher Conferences – ISAT/SAT 10 student performances – Report cards will not be distributed for the first quarter, instead, parents are asked to make appointments for parent/teacher conferences.  Teachers have been given permission to hold conferences either before or after school during the week of October 24-27 or during the day on Friday, October 28th.  We ask for only one conference per student.  Student scores on the ISAT from last April will be presented at the parent/teacher conferences in October along with the SAT 10 tests that students took this fall.  To schedule a conference, please contact your student’s teacher.
The Washington Wolves use the Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS) system – We have taught students the Washington Way (Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Ready and Be Safe) and we also say the Wolf Creed each morning after the Pledge of Allegiance.  Our expectations for various areas have been taught to students and are posted throughout the building.  Periodically, we reward students who have earned “Blue tickets” for achieving expectations.  The first Out of the Blue Lunch will be on Wednesday, October 5. Two winners will be picked from each class. 
Maggie Killian explains a new program where den leaders are chosen in each class to recognize kids positively for good behavior.  Their photo is displayed outside their classroom for a month.  In addition, Paw Some Class of the month encourages good behavior in the cafeteria.  The class with the most paw prints earned for good behavior at lunch time by the end of the month will be rewarded.  Also, a new board outside the office will post a paw print given to students caught being good by any adult.  
Halloween – A parent letter related to Halloween will be sent home in early October.  We will have the usual Parade on Monday, October 31 at 2:30 p.m.
We.Fit.In – The School Fundraising Campaign ended last Friday.  Students have been learning about fitness activities, lifelong fitness and healthy eating.  Profits will be used to update the school library, add Smart Boards, purchase additional technology resources (clicker systems) and to provide classrooms with additional resources.
Back to School Picnic and Book Fair – Thank you everyone for their hard work on this event.  It was a huge success and I received many compliments on a great activity.  We made $1500 in cash and about $2700 in books at the Book Fair, the music was excellent, the weather cooperated providing us with a beautiful night and a lot of people attended a nice social event.
Pizza with Grandparents was so successful last year that we had to make some changes and held the event on three different days this year.  This was up from 2 the year before.  Because of the success of the event we are looking for ways to make it easier for grandparents to attend.
Teachers and staff wish to thank the PTO for their financial support and appreciate the Teacher Ed fund.   The money is used for resources directly within the classroom.
United Way Campaign is this week– Kids are encouraged to bring in pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters, and dollars on designated days.
The Science Club continues to do well.   The projects are very inspiring and students are engaged. 
Pleased to announce that we have 2 sections of Spanish being taught after school on Mondays.  K-2 students meet in Mrs. Casey’s classroom and 3-5 students meet in Mrs. Weddington’s room. We currently have about 24 students in the program.
Barnes and Noble Book Fair
When: Nov 19th
Time: Can shop all day – we will have guest readers and activity between 1-3 pm.
Benefit:  We get a % of sales in the store that day:  including café, cheesecake and nooks – not included are the membership and magazine subscription.  As a shopper you have to say that you are with Washington School.  Added this year we also get online shopping % and that is for a five day period.
This is a perfect way to do your Christmas shopping and help out the school library and classrooms.  Cheesecakes can be ordered that day and pick up can be scheduled for whenever you want.  We will be gift wrapping books that are purchased that day.  I am working on getting the Zoo Lady to do face painting also.  We will be organizing special guest readers during this time.  Last year we received $1000 B&N gift card that was used to purchase books for the library throughout the year.
Cold and flu season – please make sure to do plenty of hand washing, attend school if healthy, 24 hours for fever without medicine and 24 hours of no diarrhea.   Also, coat and hat season is coming.  Lice outbreaks have been reported.  If anyone would like to have their children checked, come to school and the school nurse will assist.  We have a no live nit policy.  If you have been treated, you are eligible to attend school.  Make sure to treat linens, beds, couches, coats, etc…



President report 
Book Fair Totals – Amie reported total intake was $6,139.84.  Of that, we get $2,762.93 in books for the library and birthday books.  The other portion is $1,571.95 in cash for the PTO.  Last year we got $2,170 in books and $1,047.28 in cash.  Combining Back to School picnic and Grandparents lunch was a good idea, however, adjustments for traffic flow may need to be considered next year.  Thanks to Lori Runyan for her work on the book fair.
Back to School Picnic – A huge success! Total cost $1,007 with 800 hot dogs purchased and consumed.  Thank you notes will be sent by students to McDonald’s for their generous donation of orange drink and cookies.  Thank you to Josh Houtzel and Jamie Mathy for grilling the hot dogs.
Recycle containers – have been ordered.  When received, the recycling programs will be introduced.
Vice President Report
Stephanie advised lunch with grandparents was well attended: Wednesday ticket sales were 100, Thursday were 115 and Friday 139.  She heard several suggestions to have spirit wear available for purchase at the book fair.  Also, grandparents needed to have more information on where to park for the lunch.  Because space at lunch with grandparents was a little tight with the book fair, ideas and suggestions for better flow will be considered for next year.  Ideas included having the book fair in the cafeteria or serving meals directly to grandparents.
Secretary report
No report
Treasurer report
Danny reported the current balance is $36,209.61.  This includes deposits from We.Fit.In profit of $18,125, No Hassle income of $790, Book Fair $4,790.50 and Pictures $1,423.94. A new laminator machine was purchased for $2300 to replace the one teacher’s use which had recently broken down.
Diane advised a flyer for the Dairy Queen fundraiser, Veterans Parkway location, should go out Friday.  The date is Tuesday, October 18 from 10 am to 9 pm.  Anyone may deposit their Dairy Queen receipts into the box next to the register to benefit the school. In addition, DQ receipts
(dated 10/18/11) may be brought to Washington School anytime before October 25, 2011,
and still be counted toward the donation total.



Teacher Reps
Maggie advised the Reading Wolves program will continue as usual for fall and spring.  However, due to some interest in revamping the Junior Great Books program she proposed we discontinue this program this year.  Motion approved.
Maggie suggested the Market Day profit schedule for Jan 5 be changed to benefit Special Ed teachers rather than PTO.  Motion to change the schedule was approved.  Amie suggested we place an advertisement in the Founders Grove newsletter promoting Market Day.
New Business
 Congratulations to Kelly Mathy for being selected winner of WHOI News $1000 teacher award!
Susan Beecher, the new administrative staff, has been in the hospital recovering from surgery and complications from that surgery.  PTO purchased a plant for her and teachers are rotating a meal delivery system for her while she recovers.  Go to takethemameal.com – password: 012 to participate.
Tammy Houtzel reported $1800 in box tops have been accumulated.  Two kids are randomly selected to win a $5 Barnes & Noble gift certificate each month.  Trimming the box top is very helpful to Box Top Coordinators.
Market Day – Karen Zolfaghari advised Market Day earnings were $150.33 for September which benefits the 4th grade classes. 

Motion to adjourn by Amie at 7:33.

	
