Washington School PTO Minutes
November 7, 2011
Call to Order:  by Amie Keeton 6:33 at Washington School
Board Members in attendance:  Courtney Turnbull, Amie Keeton, Stephanie Reed, Danny & Diane Uhls, Angie Baker, Amanda Mateer
Attendees:  Tammy Houtzel, Karen Zolfaghari, Becky Bols, Kelly Nowlin, Gregory Braswell, Maryann Mellor
Teachers:  Kelly Mathy 
Minutes from October meeting approved.  
Board member reports: 
Market Day Update- Karen Zolfaghari
Karen advised 257 pies were sold last month.  Total income of $3429 and profit to the kindergarten classes approximately $1000.  Ms. Killian’s class won for selling the most pies (41pies).
Principal  Report 
Veterans Day- On November 11 we will say the Pledge of Allegiance together as a school on the intercom and then have a moment of silence to recognize all veterans that have served our country.  Classrooms will have a variety of different activities to honor our veterans and to highlight the sacrifices they made and continue to make so we can live in freedom.  To all of the veterans of the Washington Community, we sincerely thank you for all that you have done for our country.  We honor your commitment, dedication and patriotism and appreciate the sacrifices that you endure so we can continue to live as free Americans.
We.Fit.In Fundraiser – Thank you to the students, parents, volunteers and sponsors for their participation in the We.Fit.In fundraiser.  Your overwhelming support and efforts have made this our most successful fundraiser in decades…grand total $20,708.20.  Thank you to our sponsors for their generous donations:  Kelly’s Bakery, Angie Moore, Tom and Janelle Ragusa, Jill Lynch, Thrivent Financial, Women for Women, Align life, The Thai House of Bloomington, Mclean County Orthopedics, Frontier Communications, Dr. Laura Randolph, Prairie Oak Veterinary Center, Kumon-Math Reading Success, All About Auto, Washington School Staff, Tom and Carole Barger, Steve and Stacey Barger, Commercial Packaging, State Representative Dan Brady.
Thanksgiving Dinner
We celebrate this season of togetherness and appreciation with our 8th annual All School Thanksgiving Dinner.  During the lunch period, Mr. Lockenvitz will have a few comments on thankfulness and the special community at Washington School.  Each class will also read a statement or two related to their thankfulness.  Because we will use a modified lunch period on November 17, and we will be very crowded, we are asking that parents not come to lunch with their children on that day.
Reading Counts Info
Students in grades 2-5 have been participating in the Scholastic Reading Counts program.  This program encourages students to read books and then complete a ten question quiz on the computer about the book.  If a student scores seven of ten correct answers on the quiz they receive a points credit for reading the book.  Points are based on the difficulty of the book.  To date, students have accumulated 13,458 points and read 40,869,561 words in 2631 books.  Earlier this year, I challenged the students to read 110 million words by May 11, 2012. Based on current progress, the students should meet their goal.
List of things PTO has purchased or will purchase this year:  Conference table and chairs in main hallway, podium stand, library shelving, $200 to each teacher for supplies, field trips – 5th grade Challenger Learning Center and Dome Theater, Financial assistance fund, games/activities for PE, garden supplies and expenses, integrated response system “clickers” for 5th grade, additional laptop computers. 
General updates
Two Spanish classes are being offered after school…current enrollment approximately 20 students.
Chess – at the 2011 Illinois All-Grade chess championship held last weekend at Peoria, Hanson Hao scored a perfect 5-0 to win the state championship of the 5th graders.

Teacher Representative presented by Kelly Mathy
Barnes and Noble Book Fair
When: Nov 19th
Time: Can shop all day – we will have guest readers and activity between 1-3 pm.
Benefit:  We get a % of sales in the store that day:  including café, cheesecake and nooks – not included are the membership and magazine subscription.  As a shopper you have to say that you are with Washington School.  Added this year we also get online shopping % and that is for  a five day period.
This is a perfect way to do your Christmas shopping and help out the school library and classrooms.  Cheesecakes can be ordered that day and pick up can be scheduled for whenever you want.  We will be gift wrapping books that are purchased that day.   Also, we will be organizing special guest readers during this time and selected school art work will be displayed.  Please share with coworkers and families – everyone can help out – they just need to go to their B&N and give that number on the flyer at the time of purchase or shop online.
Students are currently writing thank you letters to sponsors of the We.Fit.In program.  Also, PTO members will write a thank you to a sponsor as an additional way to show our appreciation for their overwhelming generosity.
President report - none 
Vice President report

Amanda advised the speaker for January meeting will be Becky Francois of District 87.  She will discuss Special Education Programs and testing.
Secretary report - none
Treasurer report
Danny reported the current balance is $28,058.71.  Notable expenses this month were assembly $1675, Back to School Picnic $975, lamination machine $2395, and recycle bins $1252. Tax returns are being completed and are up to date.
Diane advised the Dairy Queen Fundraiser brought in $466.11 which will be used to increase the dollar amount of the two scholarships we give away to seniors (currently $250 but hope to increase to $500 each).  This was so successful that Dairy Queen wants us to do the event again in the spring (maybe April).

Old Business
Kelly reports the recycling bins are in and currently in use.  This includes bins for the teracycle program.

New Business
Reading Programs 
Courtney reports for Michelle Sleevar the reading programs will begin in January.  Michelle is in charge of the new Pawsome Readers, a 6 week program that costs $15 per individual.  Sharon Sipes is in charge of the Reading Wolves, a four week program that costs $7 per individual.  Information is available on the school website under the PTO section.
Coffee Fundraiser
Mandy Ghahramany would like to implement a fundraiser that will promote 12oz bags of coffee from Coffee Hound.  Coffee Hound could personalize the bags for Washington School with a “wolf blend”.  A bag of coffee cost $14 and we retain a $5 profit.  If flyers were distributed soon, this fundraiser could be popular for the December holiday season.

Motion to adjourn by Amie at 7:25.

	
