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Message from Mr. LaFrance
Happy November Oakland parents and caregivers! I’d like to begin the month by
saying how grateful I am, as teachers we feel honored to partner with you to make
a positive difference in your child’s life each day. Thank you for making our
Parent/Teacher conference week such a success; we loved meeting with you and
we are glad you’re at Oakland.
Beginning November 1st, parents across Illinois will have the opportunity to
participate in the 5 Essentials Survey. This will allow you to share your thoughts on
important elements of our school. The survey gathers data related to 5 indicators
that can predict important student outcomes, such as improved attendance and
larger test score gains. Take the survey here: http://survey.5essentials.org/illinois/survey/parents
Your participation in the survey will help us understand your experience and guide
our improvement. Your identity and survey responses are completely confidential
and will never be connected to you or your child. The survey takes about 10 minutes
and can be done on your smartphone or computer. At the end of the survey please
click “SUBMIT”. In the past few years we have had a great amount of parental
involvement and we look forward to the same this year. Information about our
results will be posted on our website.
Parenting at our Best November Tip- I am happier when I am thankful
“But Jackson has one!” “That’s not fair, Marshall gets to!” If any of these statements
sound familiar, you have dealt with envy. We can all deal with some degree of
envy. The tip this month is to try to take normal childhood envy and turn it into
acceptance, gratitude, and thankfulness.
Tip 1- Switch entitlement to gratitude. Gratitude comes from the feeling of freely
receiving things and not because we deserve them; it involves a thankfulness
grounded in genuine love. This focus is less about what we receive and more about
the character of the person.
Tip 2- Teaching “thank you” needs to begin early. “What did you say, bud?” is a
common parental question in our home when they receive something. A child not
showing thanks needs to be talked with and reminded about the importance of
showing appreciation. Saying thank you can be humbling and is an important trait
to model.
Don’t forget to attend our Family Fun Night on Nov 15, there will be additional times
to shop with your child at the book fair. RSVP for dinner with our Oakland PTO.

Gratefully,

Mr. LaFrance

Bloomington Public Schools District 87 · Dr. Barry Reilly, Superintendent
Board of Education: James Almeda, Brigette Beasley, Elizabeth Fox Anvick, Tammy Houtzel, Charles Irwin,
Mark Wylie & Mary Yount

November 2018

Hoot at Home

Did you know that we love to recognize
students for positive behavior at Oakland
School? Our HOOT programming has many
layers of positive behavioral supports in
place including bucket tickets, golden
ticket awards, and a monthly YOU GIVE A
HOOT certificate. This certificate is awarded
based on teacher recommendation for
students who consistently work hard to
follow our HOOT expectations day in and
day out. Being respectful, responsible, and
safe is always our goal and we
congratulate all our students who earn a
YOU GIVE A HOOT certificate each month.
Keep up the great work!

Student Council News

PTO





Nov 1: 6:30-7:30pm PTO Meeting in LMC
(free child care for ages 3+)
Nov 12-15: Fall Book Fair
Nov 13: Family Fun Night

Mixed Bag Designs order will arrive in early
November. You will be notified when your order
is ready to pick up.

Cafeteria

The kitchen is having a Thanksgiving dinner
on November 16. We will serve turkey,
mashed potatoes, rolls, and a desert.

Recess

Oakland’s Student Council organizes many
projects to support our school and local
community. In November we will be holding
a canned food drive. Please watch your
child’s backpack for information about our
service projects and how all Oakland
students can participate.
Student Council families, our November
meeting will take place on Wednesday the
28 from 3:15 to 4:15 in the LMC.

Our lunch and recess supervisors are looking for
donations of small toys for days when recess
needs to be held inside.
Smaller toys that are easily stored are ideal;
examples include action figures, Littlest Pet
Shop, My Little Pony, etc.
Donations of new or gently used toys can be
brought to the school office.
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Community News

Questions? Contact an Eastview representative
at 309-451-5008 or
localoutreach@eastviewcc.org
Home Sweet Home Ministries- Holiday Meal
Hotline

Holiday Assistance Programs
Compassionate Friends- Candlelight Memorial
Service
The Annual Candlelight Memorial Service will
be held on Sun, Dec 9 at 7:00pm at St. John’s
Lutheran Church (1617 E. Emerson St,
Bloomington). This memorial is a way to help
parents, living with the loss of a child, get
through the holidays.
Christmas for Kids party
For families in need, unemployed, or
underemployed; for children 12 & under.
Children (12 & younger) who are attending the
party must be accompanied by an adult.
Tickets are required. The party will be held on
Saturday, Dec 15 at10am in the Bloomington
High School Cafeteria (1212 E. Locust St). To
obtain tickets, please write to PO box 3396,
Bloomington, IL 61702-3396 or email
matejka53@aol.com (no phone calls please).
Eastview Christian Church- “Imagine” Holiday
Assistance Program
Families in need are invited to receive new
coats, toys, and pantry boxes. Anyone who
does not register for an appointment can
participate as a walk in. Please bring a photo ID
& a piece of mail from your current address.
Appointments for shopping are between 91:30pm on Dec 1. Arrival times for walk-ins are
between 10am-1:30pm on Dec 1. Shopping will
begin at 2pm.

Volunteers deliver Thanksgiving and Christmas
day meals to seniors & individuals with
disabilities living within McLean County. The
deadline for requesting a Thanksgiving meal is
November 14. HSHM will begin to take requests
for Christmas Day meals on November 26th. To
request a meal, call 828-7356 press 5 and after
prompt, extension 241. Provide the name,
address, phone number, and number of meals
needed. The cut-off date for Christmas day
meals is December 17. An in-house banquet,
served inside the Billy Shelper Center (303 E.
Oakland Ave) will be held on Thanksgiving and
Christmas day at 12:30pm. A smaller meal will
be available between 6:00-7:30pm. The inhouse meals are open to anyone. For more
information, visit www.hshministries.org.
Salvation Army- Winter Coat Distribution
Coat distribution is Tuesdays/Wednesdays from
10am-3pm, October 30 - December 12. The
program shuts down December 13- January 7
and resumes January 8-16. Clients must provide
a photo ID, the social security card of anyone
receiving a coat, and a current piece of mail.
Salvation Army- Christmas Assistance
This program provides food and toys.
Registration is Friday, Nov 2 10am-6pm and
Saturday, Nov 3 1-4pm. Clients must provide
photo ID, proof of income for the last 30 days, a
current piece of mail for proof of address, and
social security cards for each person in the
household. A country ID or complete medical
card printout is acceptable. A state-issued
medical card is sufficient for address and
income. A driver’s license/ID does not count as
a form of address verification. Distribution will
be by appointment only on December 19 & 20.
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Nurse









Upcoming Events

Our annual FREE DENTAL CLINIC is scheduled
for Tuesday, November 27 here at Oakland
School. If you want to participate, please
complete the dental form that was sent
home. More copies are available in the
Nurse’s office. This exam will count for the K,
2nd and 6th grade state of Illinois requirements
and is available to everyone.
Medication authorization and diet
modification forms need to be completed
by both parent/guardian and your doctor
every year.
o If your student has asthma, please
make sure to send your student’s
inhaler to school.
o If your student has a food allergy
make sure to complete a food
allergy form.
o If you send cough drops with your
student, make sure to have a
medication authorization form
completed.

Students who have a fever of 100
degrees or above, diarrhea, a
contagious rash or illness, or vomiting
should not attend school. They should be
free of the illness or condition for 24 hours
before returning to school.
When you call your student in sick,
please be as specific as possible. We
have a student that is very
immunosuppressed and we would like to
keep our student as safe as possible.
Please report all illnesses like chicken
pox, strep and fevers to the school
office.






Dec 6
o PTO Meetin
Dec 21
o All School Sing
Dec 24 – Jan 4
o NO SCHOOL- Winter Break
Jan 21
o NO SCHOOL- Martin Luther
King Day

Art News

Check out the awesome art our Oakland
Owls are creating! Follow us on Instagram
@Oakland_artists

If you have any questions please feel free to call
(309-662-4302) or email me
(spaniolc@district87.org).
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Lunch Menu
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday

Saturday

2

3

8

9

10

15

16

17

5-8 Family Fun
Night and Book
Fair
5:30-7
Enchanted
Dinner

Special
Thanksgiving
lunch

6:30- PTO
Meeting
Flying Horse
“Music” due

4
Daylight
Savingsfall back 1
hour!

5

11

12

6

7

13

14

Wear red,
white, and
blue to
celebrate
Veteran’s
Day
BOOK FAIR

18

19

Flying Horse
“My Favorite
Movie or TV
Show” due

Flying Horse
“My Favorite
Season” due

BOOK FAIR

20
Picture retake day

BOOK FAIR

21
NO
SCHOOL

BOOK FAIR

22
NO
SCHOOL

Flying Horse “My
Favorite Season”
due

23
NO
SCHOOL

24

Happy
Thanksgiving

25

26

27
Dental
Clinic

28

3:15-4:15
Student
Council
Meeting in
LMC

29

Flying Horse
“Christmas”
due

30
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