
MINUTES - REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

August 13, 2014          6:30 P.M.   Educational Services Center 

 

The Board of Education of the Bloomington Public Schools, 

School District 87, McLean County, Illinois, met in Regular 

Session. 

 

Ms. Wilma Gleason, Board Secretary, established a quorum 

and the following Members were present: Mr. James Almeda, Mr. 

Joe Butcher, Mr. John Dirks, Mrs. Jennifer Sedbrook, Mrs. Mary 

Yount, and Mr. Michael Harrison, Board President.  

 

Present from the administrative staff were Dr. Barry 

Reilly, Dr. Herschel Hannah, Mrs. Cindy Helmers and Mr. David 

Wood. 

 

Mr. Harrison began the public hearing on the Bloomington 

Area Career Center and McLean/Dewitt Regional Vocational System 

for 2014-15 by stating, "In accordance with Section 17-1 of the 

School Code, the Board of Education will now hold a public 

hearing on the 2015 budgets for the Area Career Center and the 

Regional Vocational System. 

 

The ACC and RVS prepared tentative budgets for the fiscal 

year ending June 30, 2015 which this Board reviewed at its June 

11, 2014 meeting. 

 

The tentative budgets have been on file for public 

inspection at the Educational Services Center for District 87 

for over thirty days and public notice of the availability of 

the budgets was published in The Pantagraph on June 13, 2014.  

The tentative budgets are on display in the rear of the room. 

 

During the public hearing, Tom Frazier, Director of the ACC 

and RVS, will summarize the budgets and the Board and members of 

the public will be given an opportunity to discuss the budgets. 

 

When all discussion has concluded, the public hearing will 

be adjourned.” 

 

Mr. Frazier presented a summary of the 2015 budgets. The 

public hearing was concluded. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Dirks, seconded by Mr. Butcher, that 

the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education 

held on June 11, 2014, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, 



Butcher, Dirks, Harrison, and Yount voted “Aye”; Almeda and 

Sedbrook abstained. Motion carried.  

 

It was moved by Mrs. Yount, seconded by Mrs. Sedbrook, that 

the Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Board of Education 

held on July 28, 2014, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, 

Butcher, Dirks, Harrison, Sedbrook, and Yount voted “Aye”; 

Almeda abstained. Motion carried.  

 

It was moved by Mr. Butcher, seconded by Mr. Dirks, that 

the Minutes of the Closed Meeting of the Board of Education held 

on July 28, 2014, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, Butcher, 

Dirks, Harrison, Sedbrook, and Yount voted “Aye”; Almeda 

abstained. Motion carried.  

 

It was moved by Mrs. Sedbrook, seconded by Mrs. Yount, that 

the Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Board of Education 

held on July 30, 2014, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, all 

Board members present voted “Aye”. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Dirks attended a Facilities Committee meeting. 

 

Mr. Harrison will review committee assignments. He attended 

negotiations meetings and the Western Avenue Community Center 

Open House. Irving School is having a parade to Miller Park on 

August 22nd at 10:45 am; Board members are encouraged to attend. 

 

Mrs. Sedbrook attended a Wellness Committee meeting, 

negotiations meetings, and BHS Freshman Connection. She reported 

on the Regional Planning Commission’s activities.  

 

Mrs. Yount attended two Beyond the Books meetings, a 

Facilities Committee meeting, and an Open House at Western 

Avenue Community Center.   

 

Mr. Wood presented the Tentative 2015 budget. He explained 

that the District is estimated to remain in structural deficit 

for the third year in a row because of a significant $5.8 M 

decrease in revenue, including the District’s largest and most 

flexible sources the property tax and GSA. He further, explained 

that the District cut staff and other expenditures by over $2.5 

M in response and would continue to manage costs but was 

unlikely to cut its way to a balanced budget.  Finally, he 

pointed out that the District had sufficient fund balances to 

bridge to more stable revenues, including a positive property 

tax multiplier and elimination of the GSA poverty map issue.  

 



 It was moved by Mr. Butcher, seconded by Mr. Dirks, that 

the Consent Agenda (Human Resources Report, Bills, FOIA Report, 

Payroll, Financial Summary, Treasurer’s Report) be approved.  

Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted “Aye”. Motion 

carried. (See with Original Minutes, Attachment 08-13-14/1)  

 

Dr. Reilly welcomed everyone back for the 2014-15 school 

year. The new teachers are very excited and are a great addition 

to our staff. Upcoming events include: 

 

 The new teacher luncheon is at 11:30 am at BJHS on 

August 15
th
. 

 The all staff breakfast/staff meeting is at 7:15 am at 

BHS on August 18
th
.  

 The first day for students is August 21
st
. Promise 

Council will welcome the students at BJHS.  

 The 100 Black Men Gala will be at the Marriott in 

Normal on August 22
nd
.  

 Irving Parade to Miller Park will be August 22
nd
. 

 Lt. Governor Simon will be visiting BJHS on August 

26
th
.  

 Sheridan Back to School Parade is August 29
th
. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Dirks, seconded by Mrs. Yount, that the 

2014-15 Tentative Budget Resolution be approved. Upon a roll 

call vote, all Members present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. (See 

with Original Minutes, Attachment 08-13-14/2) 

 

It was moved by Mr. Butcher, seconded by Mrs. Sedbrook, 

that the Legal 2015 Regional Vocational System/Area Career 

Center Budgets be approved. Upon a roll call vote, all Members 

present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. (See with Original Minutes, 

Attachment 08-13-14/3) 

 

It was moved by Mr. Almeda, seconded by Mrs. Yount, that 

the Commerce Bank resolution be approved. Upon a roll call vote, 

all Members present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. (See with 

Original Minutes, Attachment 08-13-14/4) 

 

It was moved by Mrs. Yount, seconded by Mr. Butcher, that 

the Board go into closed session for the purposes of: 

 

 collective negotiating matters between the public body 

and its employees or their representatives, or 

deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or 

more classes of employees. 



Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted “Aye.” 

Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.  

 

APPPROVED:      ATTEST: 

 

___________________________  ___________________________ 

President      Secretary 


