
MINUTES - REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

December 9, 2015        6:30 P.M.       Bloomington High School 

 

The Board of Education of the Bloomington Public Schools, 

School District 87, McLean County, Illinois, met in Regular 

Session. 

 

The following Members were present: Mr. James Almeda, Mrs. 

Tammy Houtzel, Mrs. Jennifer Sedbrook, Mr. Mark Wylie and Mr. 

John Dirks, Board President.  

 

Present from the administrative staff were Dr. Barry 

Reilly, Dr. Herschel Hannah, Mrs. Cindy Helmers and Mr. David 

Wood. 

 

Mr. Dirks stated, “In accordance with the Truth in Taxation 

Law (35 ILCS 200/18-60), the Board of Education will now hold a 

public hearing on the 2015 Tax Levy for the Bloomington Public 

Schools, District #87. 

 

The District prepared a 2015 Levy Report which the Board 

reviewed at its October 28, 2015 meeting. The Board also 

approved a resolution estimating the amount necessary from the 

property tax for the next fiscal year and approved publication 

of Notice of a Public Hearing on the 2015 Levy in The Pantagraph 

on November 27, 2015. 

 

David Wood, Chief Financial & Legal Officer for District 

#87, will summarize the 2015 levy and the Board and members of 

the public will then have an opportunity to discuss the budget.” 

 

Mr. Wood explained that nothing has changed since the 

October 28
th
 meeting in that the 2015 Levy funds the FY17 budget 

and that the most challenging issue is the structural deficit of 

over $1M in the Education Fund caused by revenue dropping 

approximately $5M over the last few years, including decreasing 

EAV and property tax revenues. 

 

Specifically, EAV has dropped $38.6M/4.5% resulting in the 

loss of $1.4M/4.9% in property tax revenues; GSA has dropped 

$2.2M/28.5%; and other revenue has dropped 1.4M/8.6%. 

 

In response, the District has drawn the Education Fund 

balance down over $5M/36% to fund operations; instituted a 

deficit reduction plan that cut expenditures by over $2M; and 



froze salaries for all employees for at least one year, 

including a negotiated freeze with teachers.  

 

EAV grew 0.54% last year and the current year levy assumes 

a 2% increase based on information from the Township Assessor 

and other local taxing bodies. The actual extension and tax rate 

will not be known until EAV is finalized by the County in the 

spring. Assuming a 2% EAV increase, the tax rate will increase 

by $0.13 to $5.09. 

 

The Levy itself totals $43.4M ($38.6M for operations and 

$4.8M for Bond & Interest). This is up approximately $1.3M/3.1% 

from last year. 

 
There was no discussion from the public or Board; the levy 

hearing was concluded. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Wylie, seconded by Mr. Almeda, that the 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education held on 

November 11, 2015, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, all 

Members present voted “Aye”. Motion carried.  

 

It was moved by Mrs. Sedbrook, seconded by Mrs. Houtzel, 

that the Minutes of the Closed Session of the Board of Education 

held on November 11, 2015, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, 

all Members present voted “Aye”. Motion carried.  

 

Dr. Mary Kay Scharf, Director of Principal Leadership, 

introduced three Principal interns and mentors who have been 

working in District 87 schools this semester. The Board and 

Administration congratulated and thanked them for their 

contributions this semester. Dr. Reilly thanked Dr. Scharf, Dr. 

Hannah and Mrs. Helmers for their work in getting this program 

off the ground and in the day-to-day operation of the program.   

 

Dr. Reilly recognized and thanked John Dirks for his 

service to District 87 as a Board member since 2001. This is 

John’s last Board meeting as he will resign on December 29, 

2015.  

 

Mr. Almeda attended the Triple I Conference (Parent 

Engagement/Community Engagement sessions and half-day workshop 

on superintendent evaluation).   

 

Mr. Dirks attended Facilities Committee meeting with Mrs. 

Yount. A mew football field scoreboard replacement was discussed 

as the current one is old and parts cannot be ordered. He 



attended the Triple I Conference (a session led by the State 

Superintendent and Bonds 101 session). He also attended a LUDA 

session, “What is your district doing to prepare for transgender 

students?” 

 

Mrs. Houtzel attended the Triple I Conference (Financial 

and Parent Engagement sessions).  

 

Mrs. Sedbrook attended the Triple I Conference (Leading 

Leaders session).  

 

Mr. Wylie attended the Regional Planning Commission 

meeting. He attended the Triple I Conference (How to Separate 

Religion and Public Education session).    

 

Mr. David LaFrance (Oakland Elementary Principal) and 

several Oakland students presented “Because I Said I Would”, an 

initiative at Oakland this year. Students presented the Board 

and Administration with “Because I Said I Would” cards. 

 

Mrs. Helmers presented a review of the District’s academic 

achievement goals/results. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Wylie, seconded by Mrs. Houtzel, that 

the Board approve the Consent Agenda (Human Resources Report, 

Bills, FOIA Report, Payroll, Financial Summary, Treasurer’s 

Report, Actuarial Engagement Medical Trust, Property Casualty 

Insurance Renewal). Upon a roll call vote, all Members present 

voted “Aye”. Motion carried. (See with Original Minutes, 12-9-

15/1) 

 

Dr. Reilly reminded the Board of the following: 

 

 The House and Senate have passed a new 

elementary/secondary education act, Every Student 

Succeeds Act” that awaits the President’s signature. 

This will begin to shift things back from the federal 

level to the state level.  

 Winter Break is December 21-January 3.  

 

It was moved by Mrs. Sedbrook, seconded by Mr. Almeda, that 

the Board approve the Resolution for Board Levy. Upon a roll 

call vote, all Members present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. (See 

with Original Minutes, 12-9-15/2) 

 

It was moved by Mr. Wylie, seconded by Mrs. Houtzel, that 

the Board approve the State Farm Abatement Resolution. Upon a 



roll call vote, Almeda, Houtzel, Sedbrook and Wylie voted “Aye.” 

Dirks abstained due to being a former State Farm employee. 

Motion carried. (See with Original Minutes, 12-9-15/3) 

 

It was moved by Mr. Almeda, seconded by Mrs. Sedbrook, that 

the Board approve the Resolution Declaring the Intention to 

Issue Working Cash Fund Bonds of the District for the Purpose of 

increasing the Working Cash Fund of said School District, and 

Directing that Notice of Such Intention be Published in the 

Manner Provided by Law. Upon a roll call vote, all Members 

present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. (See with Original Minutes, 

12-9-15/4) 

 

It was moved by Mr. Almeda, seconded by Mrs. Houtzel, that 

the Board approve Resolution to Purchase 900 N. Roosevelt, 

Bloomington. Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted 

“Aye.” Motion carried. (See with Original Minutes, 12-9-15/5) 

 

It was moved by Mrs. Sedbrook, seconded by Mr. Almeda, that 

the Board approve the Resolution to Purchase 901 N. Roosevelt, 

Bloomington. Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted 

“Aye.” Motion carried. (See with Original Minutes, 12-9-15/6) 

 

It was moved by Mr. Wylie, seconded by Mr. Almeda, that the 

Board approve the IlliniCloud Bylaws and Intergovernmental 

Agreement Renewal. Upon a roll call vote, all Members present 

voted “Aye.” Motion carried. (See with Original Minutes, 12-9-

15/7) 

 

Mrs. Sedbrook thanked Mr. Dirks for his service and 

leadership to District 87.  

 

Mr. Dirks commented on his tenure on the Board and 

achievements made including: 

 

 Tougher graduation requirements; 

 offering high school courses at BJHS; 

 Revision of math curriculum at BJHS;  

 Transferring high achieving 5
th
 graders for math at 

BJHS; 

 5
th
 grade band/orchestra students transported daily to 

BJHS which has affected size of bands at BJ and BHS; 

 Achievement gap task force;  

 1:1 curriculum; 

 Recognitions of academic success (academic letters, 

dinners celebrating ISS at BHS);  



 Summer programs; 

 Highest ratings for fiscal management; 

 Prudent management responsible for reserves to carry 

us through when we have deficits; 

 Highest attention to maintaining our physical plants 

(Dr. Manahan and Mr. Wood); 

 Air conditioning in all buildings; 

 New addition to BJHS; 

 BHS student center, cafeteria/senior cafeteria, 

restrooms, north gym, media center, football/softball 

fields all at BHS; and 

 Focus on high quality and diverse staff. 

 

Mr. Dirks stated he is confident about the continued 

success of the district. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Wylie, seconded by Mrs. Houtzel, to 

adjourn this meeting of the Board of Education. Upon a roll call 

vote, all Members present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. The 

meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m.  

 

APPPROVED:      ATTEST: 

 

___________________________  ___________________________ 

President      Secretary 


