
MINUTES - REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

September 10, 2014       6:30 P.M.   Educational Services Center 

 

The Board of Education of the Bloomington Public Schools, 

School District 87, McLean County, Illinois, met in Regular 

Session. 

 

Ms. Wilma Gleason, Board Secretary, established a quorum 

and the following Members were present: Mr. James Almeda, Mr. 

John Dirks, Mrs. Jennifer Sedbrook, Mrs. Mary Yount, and Mr. 

Michael Harrison, Board President.  

 

Present from the administrative staff were Dr. Barry 

Reilly, Dr. Herschel Hannah, Mrs. Cindy Helmers and Mr. David 

Wood. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Dirks, seconded by Mrs. Yount, that the 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education held on 

August 27, 2014, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, all Members 

present voted “Aye”. Motion carried.  

 

It was moved by Mr. Almeda, seconded by Mrs. Sedbrook, that 

the Minutes of the Closed Meeting of the Board of Education held 

on August 27, 2014, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, all 

Members present voted “Aye”. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Almeda completed his online Board member training. He 

attended Oakland’s 5
th
 grade orientation and was impressed with 

how the curriculum is structured. Mr. Almeda has been involved 

with the Bloomington-Normal Parents Committee, a group that is 

encouraging parent/teen interaction regarding alcohol usage. 

Surveys show that parent/teen interaction with expectations is 

up. The Committee is facing funding issues and hope to continue 

the work they’ve begun. 

 

Mr. Dirks met with the Facilities Committee meeting. 

 

Mr. Harrison thanked Dr. Reilly, John Szabo (BHS Athletic 

Director) and Tim Moore (BHS Principal) for attending BHS’ 10-

year reunion (his son’s class). The class members appreciated 

the administration’s attendance. 

 

Mrs. Sedbrook attended negotiations. She encouraged Board 

members to fill out the Regional Planning Commission’s planning 

process form. She attended the BHS boys’ soccer game. 

 



Mrs. Yount met with Dr. Reilly and Mr. Butcher to discuss 

the Superintendent’s evaluation instrument. She attended a 

Facilities Committee meeting. Mrs. Yount thanked Mike Matlock 

for his 37 years of custodial service to District 87 as he is 

retiring at the end of the month. 

 

Dr. Manahan presented a facilities update. He shared work 

that was done this summer as well as work being planned for the 

future.    

 

Mr. Wood explained that the current deficit was caused by a 

significant ($5.8M) drop in revenue over the last three years 

across all major sources (property tax, General State Aid, 

etc.). He indicated that over $3M in cuts were made but it was 

difficult to cut more to balance the budget without 

significantly damaging academic and support programs. Dr. Reilly 

said that salaries for all employees, except teachers, had been 

frozen, and the district was trying to bridge to revenue 

recovery using fund balances. At the same time, he cautioned 

about state legislation to rewrite the GSA formula and shift 

pension cost to the district which would make the situation 

worse. 

 

 It was moved by Mrs. Sedbrook, seconded by Mr. Almeda, that 

the Consent Agenda (Human Resources Report, Bills, FOIA Report, 

Payroll) be approved.  Upon a roll call vote, all Members 

present voted “Aye”. Motion carried. (See with Original Minutes, 

Attachment 09-10-14/1)  

 

Dr. Reilly reminded the Board of upcoming events: 

 

1. BHS Homecoming Week Activities: 

 Academic Achievement program, September 15
th
 at 7:00 

pm. 

 Hall of Fame induction ceremony, September 18
th
 at 

6:00 pm. 

 Homecoming football game, September 19
th
 (Hall of 

Fame inductees will be introduced at end of 1
st
  

quarter.) 

2. IASB Corn Belt dinner meeting at Olympia September 23rd at 
6:00 pm. 

3. BHS Steak Fry on September 27th at the Alumni Center. 
 

Dr. Reilly has asked for community volunteers to serve on 

an Internet committee as we move forward with 1:1 curriculum and 

equal access for all students at home. That committee will 

discuss funding for the program. He has also asked for 



volunteers to serve on a BHS Alumni Foundation. We have a rich 

history of over 150 years, and we believe the alumni could 

contribute greatly to District 87.  

 

It was moved by Mrs. Yount, seconded by Mr. Dirks, that the 

BESP Letter of Understanding – Changes Related to Vacation Leave 

(Custodial & Maintenance) be approved. Upon a roll call vote, 

all Members present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. (See with 

Original Minutes, Attachment 09-10-14/2) 

 

It was moved by Mrs. Sedbrook, seconded by Mr. Almeda, that 

the Board go into closed session for the purposes of: 

 

 collective negotiating matters between the public body 

and its employees or their representatives, or 

deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or 

more classes of employees. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted “Aye.” 

Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.  

 

APPPROVED:      ATTEST: 

 

___________________________  ___________________________ 

President      Secretary 


