
MINUTES - REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

September 24, 2014       6:30 P.M.   Educational Services Center 

 

The Board of Education of the Bloomington Public Schools, 

School District 87, McLean County, Illinois, met in Regular 

Session. 

 

Ms. Wilma Gleason, Board Secretary, established a quorum 

and the following Members were present: Mr. James Almeda, Mr. 

Joe Butcher, Mrs. Jennifer Sedbrook, Ms. Judith Webster, Mrs. 

Mary Yount, and Mr. John Dirks, Board Vice President.  

 

Present from the administrative staff were Dr. Barry 

Reilly, Mrs. Cindy Helmers and Mr. David Wood. 

 

Mr. Dirks stated the following: 

 

"In accordance with Section 17-1 of the School Code, the 

Board of Education will now hold a public hearing on 2014-2015 

budget for the Bloomington Public Schools, District #87. 

 

The District prepared a budget in tentative form for the 

fiscal year ending June 30, 2015 which this Board reviewed at 

its August 13, 2014 meeting. 

 

The tentative budget has been on file for public inspection 

at the Educational Services Center for District #87 for over 

thirty days and public notice of the availability of the budget 

was published in The Pantagraph on August 15, 2014.  The 

tentative budget is on display in the rear of the room. 

 

During the public hearing, David Wood, Chief Financial and 

Legal Officer for District #87, will summarize the budget and 

the Board and members of the public will be given an opportunity 

to discuss the budget. 

 

When all discussion has concluded, the public hearing will 

be adjourned. 

 

At this time, Mr. Wood will present a summary of the 

budget.” 

 

Mr. Wood explained that all funds remain as presented in 

the Tentative Budget except the O&M Fund where expenditures were 

increased by $25,000 for the five year plan, the Debt Service 

Fund where revenue was increased by $79,382 to reflect the 



copier lease (per new ISBE rule), and the Life Safety Fund where 

expenditures were increased by $1,350,000 to reflect our 

proposed bond sale proceeds. 

 

This is the third year in a row of significant deficits in 

the Education Fund caused mainly by decreases in revenue 

(Property tax, GSA, etc.). In FY15, the structural deficit is 

nearly $2.1M, revenue decreases nearly $2.4M (5%) and 

expenditures decrease nearly $1.3M (2.6%). The budget does not 

include any salary increases due to ongoing negotiations with 

the teachers’ organization.   

 

There was no discussion from the Board or public, and the 

hearing was concluded. 

 

Mr. Almeda asked that the September 10, 2014 minutes be 

changed to reflect that the Bloomington-Normal Parent Committee 

surveys regarding alcohol usage among teens shows that 

parent/teen interactions (not alcohol usage) is up.  

 

It was moved by Mrs. Yount, seconded by Mrs. Sedbrook, that 

the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education 

held on September 10, 2014, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, 

Almeda, Dirks, Sedbrook and Yount voted “Aye”; Butcher and 

Webster abstained. Motion carried.  

 

It was moved by Mrs. Sedbrook, seconded by Mr. Almeda, that 

the Minutes of the Closed Meeting of the Board of Education held 

on September 10, 2014, be approved. Upon a roll call vote, 

Almeda, Dirks, Sedbrook and Yount voted “Aye”; Butcher and 

Webster abstained. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Almeda attended BHS’ Open House and the BHS Homecoming 

football game. 

 

Mr. Butcher attended the Hall of Fame induction ceremony 

and the BHS Homecoming football game. 

 

Mr. Dirks attended the BHS Academic Achievement Program, 

Hall of Fame induction ceremony, BHS football game, and Chamber 

of Commerce Elected Officials’ reception. 

 

Mrs. Sedbrook attended BHS’ Academic Achievement Program, 

BHS soccer games, and activities for Homecoming Week. She 

attended the Morton Band Festival (BHS placed 2
nd
 overall). 

 

Ms. Webster attended BEA negotiations.  



 

Mrs. Yount attended a Beyond the Books Foundation meeting, 

IASB Corn Belt Fall Dinner Meeting at Olympia High School, BHS’ 

Academic Achievement Program, Hall of Fame induction ceremony, 

and BHS Homecoming football game. 

 

Mrs. Helmers presented information on 2014 Summer School. 

 

 It was moved by Mr. Butcher, seconded by Ms. Webster, that 

the Consent Agenda (Human Resources Report, Bills, FOIA Report, 

Treasurer’s Report, Financial Summary, Board Appointments) be 

approved.  Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted 

“Aye”. Motion carried. (See with Original Minutes, Attachment 

09-24-14/1)  

 

Dr. Reilly stated that the required salary postings 97-609 

(IMRF Employees for current year); 96-434 (Administrator 

Salaries for current year); 96-266 (combination of 

administrative and teacher salaries and benefits from prior 

year) will be posted on September 25
th
.  

 

The BHS Booster Club Steak Fry is Saturday, September 27, 

2014, at the ISU Alumni Center at 5:00. 

 

Cabinet members will be at the LUDA Conference October 1-3, 

2014, in Chicago. The two governor candidates are scheduled to 

be in attendance. 

 

Questions have been asked about a possible deficit 

reduction plan. Dr. Reilly stated there have been no formal 

discussions; however, if this is done, it will most likely be 

programming cuts.  

 

The October 8
th
 Board meeting will be at Sarah E. Raymond 

School of Early Education located at 1402 W. Olive Street in 

Bloomington. 

 

It was moved by Mr. Butcher, seconded by Mr. Almeda, that 

the 2014-15 Budget be approved. Upon a roll call vote, all 

Members present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. (See with Original 

Minutes, Attachment 09-24-14/2) 

 

It was moved by Mrs. Yount, seconded by Mrs. Sedbrook, that 

the Working Cash Abatement and Transfer Resolution be approved.  

Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted “Aye”. Motion 

carried. (See with Original Minutes, Attachment 09-24-14/3)  

 



It was moved by Ms. Webster, seconded by Mrs. Yount, that 

the Approval of Recognition of Schools be approved. Upon a roll 

call vote, all Members present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. (See 

with Original Minutes, Attachment 09-24-14/4) 

 

It was moved by Mrs. Sedbrook, seconded by Mr. Butcher, 

that the YMCA WAVES Contract be approved. Upon a roll call vote, 

all Members present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. (See with 

Original Minutes, Attachment 09-24-14/5) 

 

It was moved by Mr. Almeda, seconded by Mr. Butcher that 

the Board go into closed session for the purposes of: 

 

 collective negotiating matters between the public body 

and its employees or their representatives, or 

deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or 

more classes of employees. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, all Members present voted “Aye.” 

Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.  

 

APPPROVED:      ATTEST: 

 

___________________________  ___________________________ 

President      Secretary 


