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Interesting Reads...
After decades of pushing bachelor's degrees,
US needs more tradespeople.
The United States has 30 million jobs that pay an average of $55,000 per year
and don’t require a bachelor’s degree, according to the Georgetown center.
People with career and technical educations are actually slightly more likely to
be employed than their counterparts with academic credentials, the
U.S. Department of Education reports, and significantly more likely to be
working in their fields of study. Read the complete article here.

What do you think? More requirements = Less electives
The President mentioned the importance of Vocational Schools/CTE
courses in his address. The Democratic response was literally given inside a
Vocational school. It seems at least, that the parties can agree on
something.
It is with sad irony that I mention that Illinois is moving towards making it
more difficult for students to enroll in Vocational coursework. There are
proponents of adding to graduation requirements that will remove elective
options for high school students in Illinois.
See the link below that discusses proposed policies and complete the online
survey to provide feedback, as desired.

PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS

http://www2.iccb.org/iltransitionalmath/documents/

Bloomington
Blue Ridge
Calvary Christian
Central Catholic
Cornerstone Christian
Clinton

El Paso-Gridley
Fieldcrest
Heyworth
LeRoy
Lexington
Normal Community
Normal West
Olympia
Ridgeview
Tri-Valley
University High

Siemens STEM Day
Siemens STEM Day Offers 3D Printing and STEM Education Lessons for
Teachers and Students (3DPrint.com)
With operations spread over nearly 200 countries, global company Siemens provides
automation, digitalization, and electrification products. The company, which won an
award from ASME this year for its 3D printed gas turbine blades, also has a
foundation, which focuses on philanthropic efforts in order to continue the
advancement of STEM-related education and workforce development. To date, the
Siemens Foundation has invested over $100 million in the US for this cause. Inspired
by the culture of innovation and learning at Siemens’ companies around the world,
the foundation’s programs help narrow the opportunity gap for young students in
STEM programs to go into related careers, as well as sustaining, and sometimes
even starting, STEM learning for today’s workforce.
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BACC Students Chosen for Normal Rotary
The Normal Rotary invites the Bloomington Area Career Center to be represented as guests in their monthly
luncheon meetings. The BACC students who are chosen exhibit citizenship, leadership, participation, and
scholarship in their BACC program. Students chosen will represent the BACC for the months of September,
2017 through April, 2018. At the end of the school year, the Normal Rotary will choose one of the monthly
representatives to receive a $500.00 scholarship.

JANUARY
Lauren Seaver is a senior at U-High and a BACC Health Careers student.
She plans to study medicine at Indiana University after high school
graduation. Lauren is a also a member of the National Honors Society
and received the Illinois Scholastic Award.

FEBRUARY
Aaron Steiner is a senior at El Paso-Gridley and a second year Construction
Trades student. He plans to work on a residential construction site for a year
before attending Heartland Community College for a degree in Construction
Trades. Aaron attended SkillsUSA where his team won at the state level and
advanced to the National competition in Teamworks. He is also a member of
the Technical Honor Society and a FFA Officer.

Professional Development Opportunities


Feb. 15-16, 2018—Illinois Association for Career and Technical Education (IACTE)
Annual Conference at President Abraham Lincoln Hotel in Springfield, Illinois



Feb. 26-28, 2018—Illinois Computing Educators Conference (ICE)
http://conference.iceberg.org/



March 7-8, 2018—Illinois State University Connections Conference—Tinley Park, IL
http://connectionsproject.illinoisstate.edu/



April 12-14, 2018—International Technology and Engineering Assn. (ITEEA)
https://www.iteea.org/STEMCenter/EbD-PD.aspx

Eastern Illinois University –Cooperative Education/Work-Based Learning Courses (Online)
The School of Technology at Eastern Illinois University will again offer the two Cooperative Education courses
during the 2018 Summer Session as online courses. The courses are work-at-your-own pace format so that
you can customize the pace to accommodate your teaching responsibilities.
For more assistance with admissions and registration, contact Undergraduate Admissions at 217-581-2223
or email admissions@eiu.edu or Graduate Admissions at 217-581-2220 or by email at graduate@eiu.edu.
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BACC Students Attend SkillsUSA L.E.A.D. Conference
The Bloomington Area Career Center took 13 students to the SkillsUSA LEAD Conference in Tinley Park, IL.
This is a two-day leadership conference that helps SkillsUSA members find their “start button” through
hands-on, high-energy and motivational programming.
During the course of the conference, participants discover how to ignite the leader within them and maximize
their potential. Participants spend time working together in a project management atmosphere. Collectively
they learn teamwork to set and accomplish goals. They take a look at what it means to present a responsible,
positive image – and the effects that image can have not only on themselves, but also on their school,
SkillsUSA, and career and technical education.

Statesman Award Recipients:
Amelia Lyons
Hadley McKenzie
Sarah Welander
Katie Boland
Sarah Martin
Jocelyn Sharif

Bloomington Area Career Center Career Expo
The Bloomington Area Career Center hosted its 11th Annual Career Expo this past October, 2017. Over
1,600 8th grade students from all over central Illinois attended the event to learn about different career
paths, and what it takes to be successful in the careers that interested them. Over 50 businesses
participated in this year’s event. Taking time out of their day, they helped educate students on the
different careers that their businesses offer through information and hands on activities.

