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A Hidden Treasure
Nestled away in a diverse and historic Bloomington
neighborhood, Horatio G. Bent Elementary is
described as a hidden treasure by its staff.
Bent serves more than 360 students who come
from all walks of life.
“We are so multicultural here and it’s one of the
things that makes us awesome. I love that we have
that atmosphere,” said Susan Dobson, Bent fourthgrade teacher.
The school body includes a large percentage of
Latino students, as well as children from both ends

of the socioeconomic scale.
This unique blend creates a one-of-a-kind
learning environment for the Superstars.
Bent staff said junior high and high school
teachers often mention how well-rounded
Bent graduates are, thanks to their
diversified elementary school experience.
Principal Jeff Geringer said he is proud of his
staff's integration of Multi-Tiered System of
Supports (MTSS), a program that increases
support of student needs both academically
and behaviorally.
Bent is the hub for the District 87 bilingual
program. Each day, students hear
motivational "Words of Wisdom" in English
and Spanish, before reciting the school
pledge in both languages.
The school is also experimenting with a
dual-language program to teach basic
Spanish to English-speaking students.
With perks like an extensive, school-wide
reading program and several fun
traditions, great things are happening at
Bent!

School Pledge

Promesa de la Escuela

I pledge to myself, my school, and
my community, to be safe, be
respectful, and be responsible. I
am a Bent Superstar!

Yo me comprometo, con la escuela
Bent, y mi comunidad, a ser
cuidadoso, ser respetuoso, y ser
responsible. ¡Soy una Sperestrella
de Bent!

Going old school

The school was designed by Bloomingtonborn architect, Arthur L. Pillsbury in 1923

Kindergarten nap time in Bent library, 1949

Who was Horatio G. Bent?
Born in New Orleans in 1857, Horatio G. Bent
was raised in Illinois where he attended
Bloomington public schools. He went on to
study law at Illinois Wesleyan University. Bent
served on the district school board from 1893
to 1917. He was later hired as the district
business manager and secretary, serving in
that role until his death in 1931.
Then superintendent, Samuel McDowell said
in The Pantagraph, "Mr. Bent gave almost a
lifetime of service to public schools. He was
one of the most popular and widely known
school administrators in Illinois. He was a
citizen who gave a life of unselfish service to
the children and citizens of the community."
In 1923, the board of education officially
renamed Hawthorne School to Horatio G. Bent
School in honor of his nearly 40 years of service.
Bent married Bloomington-native, Adah Crist.
Both are buried in Evergreen Memorial
Cemetery in Bloomington.

