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A nest of diversity
Behind a grove of towering oak trees in Bloomington sits a
school brimming with culture, language, and traditions.
With an enrollment around 465, the students at Oakland
Elementary represent more than a dozen countries and speak
27 languages.
The student body includes children from Pakistan,
Uzbekistan, India, Russia, Iran, Germany, Mexico, Guatemala,
Jordan, Congo, Philippines, China, and Ethiopia.
"We do a lot to celebrate our differences. We have students
who have lived across the street their whole lives, and
students who just moved here from another country and call
Bloomington home," said Principal David LaFrance.
The school celebrates holidays from around the world, hosts
a multi-cultural fair every other year, and builds strong
relationships with students and families.
Oakland is one of two schools in District 87 to provide an
English Language Learner program to students with limited
English proficiency.
Highly qualified staff help Oakland Owls develop their
language skills, in addition to regular academics.
"When you talk about kids' hearts, everyone speaks the same
love language," said Mr. LaFrance.
Oakland is also the district's only elementary school
partnered with The Promise Council — a group of caring
adults who connect community resources to the needs of
students.
"Our purpose at Oakland is to build relationships and make a
difference for all students," said Mr. LaFrance.

Whooo is Okie?
Oakland was formerly home of the Spartans,
until an unlikely guest took over the roost.
A small owl took up residence in a tree on
school grounds just outside the southwest
door years ago. He was dubbed "Okie" and
became a favorite of students, faculty, and
neighbors. Okie's appearance, combined with
several owl sightings in the school's trees
over the years, prompted Oakland to adopt
the owl as the new mascot.
The sighting of Okie was perfectly timed for
the introduction of PBIS at Oakland. The
school uses the meaningful acronym, HOOT:
How Oakland Operates Together to describe
the school-wide processes and procedures.

Going old school

Oakland in 1949

Original fireplace in Oakland's lobby

Opened in 1951, the building's architecture was modern for its time. Designed
by local architects, Edgar E. Lundeen, Dean F. Hilfinger, and A. Richard
Williams, Oakland was constructed with long, low lines and a towering brick
chimney. The natural stone building includes wooden beams and a large
fireplace in the front lobby. Additional classrooms and a gymnasium have
been added on to the building, but throughout the school there is a theme of
bright, airy classrooms that look out over the sweeping green space. Behind
the school is a butterfly garden, listening garden, large baseball field, and
outdoor fitness center.

