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50 Years of Growth

It may be the youngest school in District 87, but
Stevenson Elementary has had no trouble
establishing a one-of-a-kind culture to nurture
life-long learners in Bloomington.
This year marks the 50th anniversary of teaching,
learning and growing for Stevenson Tigers.
Principal Katy Hansen said staff is proud of the
school's diversity, welcoming culture, and high
expectations.
Stand-out traditions at the school include Tiger in
Me events, family reading nights and the butterfly
parade.
An upcoming family week will "recognize parents
and increase family involvement," said Ms. Hansen.
Stevenson is also the home base for all elementary
students in the district requiring specialized
special education supports and services.
In 2009, Stevenson became the first school in
District 87 to earn a Blue Ribbon Award from the
U.S. Department of Education.
This award honors schools whose students achieve
in the top 10 percent of the state in testing, or
have at least 40 percent of students from
disadvantaged backgrounds show dramatic
improvement on tests.
Through collaboration with staff, students, and
families, Ms. Hansen said the school is focused on
growth, inclusion, and always striving for
improvement.

Who was Adlai E. Stevenson II?
Though most commonly called "Stevenson
Elementary," the school's official name is
Adlai E. Stevenson II Elementary School —
named for Illinois' 31st governor.
Born in 1900, Stevenson grew up in
Bloomington and attended Washington
Elementary. His childhood home at 1316
E. Washington St. is on the U.S. Register of
Historic Places.
His grandfather served as vice president to
Grover Cleveland and his father was
Illinois Secretary of State.
Stevenson served as Illinois Governor from
1949-1953.
While campaigning for President in 1952,
Stevenson was famously photographed
with a hole in his shoe. This labeled him as
a relatable and frugal candidate.
The photographer won a Pulitzer Prize for
the shot. Stevenson, however, was not
elected president, losing twice to Dwight
Eisenhower.
In 1960, he was named U.S. ambassador to the United Nations by President John F. Kennedy.
Stevenson died in 1965 and is buried in Evergreen Memorial Cemetery in Bloomington. He is
often portrayed in the Evergreen Cemetery Walk.

Going old school

Stevenson Elementary the year it opened in 1969.
The school was almost named after Carl Vrooman, Carl Sandberg, and J.W. Scott.

