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A message from Dr. Reilly
I am very proud of the many accomplishments of our students and
staff as we close the 2018-19 school year. The Class of 2019 has
definitely left its mark as a group that will go on to great success in
the future. At our recent Bloomington High School Honors night,
many of our soon to be graduates were recognized for their
outstanding achievements. After walking across the stage and
receiving that diploma, they have become proud alumni who will
always be welcomed back as “Once A Raider, Always A Raider” is a
tradition that is second to none.
Learning will not stop in the summer in District 87 as we have a
number of opportunities for our students and staff. Click here for a
preview of what is happening across the district. Parents can
contact their child’s school or the district office to find out more
about these opportunities to continue the learning process.
Finally, we say goodbye to a number of educators who have gone
above and beyond to help children and families across the district.
Join us in thanking Christie Vellella, Julie Cooper, Annette
Langellier, Susan Newby, Vickie Nelson, Rosa Wood, Jeanne
Batorson, Beth Eble, Judy Szabo, Julie Marriott, Kay Robbins, Mary
Ann Whalen, Theresa Smithson, and Julie Woith for their positive
contributions over the years. We wish them the very best in
retirement!
On behalf of the District 87 Board of Education, I want to wish
everyone a very happy and safe summer. It is definitely great to be
in District 87!
Superintendent Barry Reilly
reillyb@district87.org

Looking back
Alternative
Learning
Days
Winter may seem like ages ago,
but it sure stirred things up by
delivering a polar vortex as we
started the second semester in
January. Due to frigid
temperatures and icy surfaces,
district leaders decided to close
schools for three days - but the
learning didn't end! All District
87 schools piloted Alternative
Learning Days for two of the
winter weather days. Students
were either sent home with a
packet of homework or used
their D87 devices to retrieve
and complete classroom assignments from home. Students, families, and teachers put
in a considerable amount of effort during these piloted learning days, allowing
children to continue their education from home. The district collected feedback from
students, guardians, and teachers to assess the pilot and make improvements for
future implementation. Of those who responded to the survey, 96% of teachers were
in favor of continuing the program, 85% of guardians were in favor, and 76% of
students were in favor.

Community Support
In February, teachers at Bent were
surprised by leaders from Eastview
Christian Church. Eastview presented
each Superstar teacher with a $300 gift
card to use in their classroom! The
congregation "adopted" Bent after
opening a second church campus on
Union Street in Bloomington. We're so
thankful for the support!

Visitors from Springfield

Students had the chance to interact with politicians and learn how their decisions
impact us in Central Illinois.
Rep. Darin LaHood visited with BJHS eighth grade students in Mrs. Templeton's
history class.
Rep. Rodney Davis stopped by Irving to read a book to Mr. Hopper's second grade
class. Rep. Davis' office also sent a large box of books to the district to be distributed
between libraries.

Illinois
State
Scholars
The Illinois Student
Assistance
Commission selected
37 BHS students as
Illinois State Scholars
for 2019. These
students were selected
based on their
outstanding academic
achievement through
class rank and
SAT/ACT scores. Go
you Raiders!

Not In Our School B-N Awards

Not In Our School Bloomington-Normal hosted a wonderful event to recognize and
celebrate educators who go above and beyond to create safe and inclusive schools.
District 87 was proud to have 20 individuals honored at the ceremony for their
efforts to eliminate intolerance, bullying, and discrimination in our community.

Students v. Staff
Basketball
Fundraiser
With some help from the
community, the BJHS Knights raised
over $5,300 for the school's most
popular staff member — Sir Lambeau
the therapy dog! Proceeds from the
annual students v. staff basketball
game helped fund the pup's knee
surgery. Staff won the game 68-61,
but both teams played hard and had
fun!

Washington PE Program
Judy Szabo, PE teacher at Washington, was one of many beloved
educators to retire from the district this year. Mrs. Szabo is known for
her annual PE Program at the school, an outstanding display of
athleticism, coordination, and fitness presented by second and fourth
graders. Each class learns an impressive routine, choreographed to
music. The final show under Mrs. Szabo's direction included hula hoop
tricks, jump rope moves, a rainbow parachute, trampoline flips,
intricate basketball dribbling and more. The show finished with each
student handing a flower to their retiring PE teacher.

Retiree Recognition
Between them, this
exceptional group of
women hold nearly 400
years of experience
educating and
supporting children.
Though it is bittersweet
to see them retire, we
are so thankful for their
service to children and
schools in District 87!

Welcome, new Raider coaches!
While it was tough to say goodbye to
Micheal Mosley who resigned as BHS
basketball coach after 8 great seasons, we
are excited to welcome two new coaches to
the BHS gym. Justin Walker will coach the
boys basketball team and Rich Watson will
return to take the reins as girls basketball
coach. Welcome to Raider Nation!

Outdoor Ed for
7th grade
Despite back-to-back weeks of wet
weather, seventh graders enjoyed
participating in the BJHS tradition of
Outdoor Education. Students and staff
leave technology behind for a week of
relationship-building, learning in
nature, and fun! What a great tradition.

50 Years of Teaching and Learning
Stevenson Elementary is
celebrating 50 years as a school.
Built in 1968, the school was
named after Adlai E. Stevenson II,
Illinois' 31st governor. To celebrate
the history and growth that has
happened in the building for 50
years, Stevenson hosted an openhouse celebration with cake,
yearbooks, photos, and tours of the building. Past and present students,
staff, and their families came together to reminisce what it means to be a
Stevenson Tiger.

Future Educators

College signing days are typically known as an opportunity for high
school athletes to announce their intent to attend and play for a specific
college. BHS hosted the first Future Educators Signing Day for 12 senior
Raiders in partnership with Illinois State University. The students signed
a certificate announcing their plans to study education in college and
begin a teaching career. We can't wait to see what their futures hold!

Walk for St. Jude
Students at Oakland and Washington
spent a day walking and fundraising
for St. Jude. Each class walked around
the front of the school and ended the
day with an all-school walk to show
support for St. Jude patients. We
have several students in the district
who are receiving treatment at St.
Jude or were formerly patients. It's
great to see our schools come together
to support children in need!
Click here if you would like to donate.

Safer Sidewalks
Through a partnership with the
City of Bloomington, District 87
received a $200,000 Safe Routes
to School grant from the Illinois
Department of Transportation to
construct new sidewalks near
Sheridan and the surrounding
neighborhood. We can't wait to
see how this project impacts our
Sheridan Sharks and their
neighbors!

We appreciate you!
The last half of the year was full
of appreciation days for everyone
from school nurses and social
workers to classroom teachers.
Click here to watch our district's
collective message to educators!

Beyond The Books
The Beyond the Books
Educational Foundation
awards grants to local
educators every year.
District 87 teachers at
Sarah Raymond, Oakland,
BJHS, and Stevenson
received grants for
classroom projects.
Stevenson PE teacher Matt Crews received the Beyond the Box Grant
for $10,000! His grant will fund sensory paths in every elementary
school in District 87. This will be a wonderful tool for our elementary
students and teachers. Thank you, Beyond the Books!

Congratulations!
Several district administrators received
awards this spring. Superintendent Barry
Reilly received the 2019 Outstanding
Administrator Award from the Illinois Music
Education Association. He also was named
Superintendent of Distinction in the Corn
Belt Region by the Illinois Association of
School Administrators.
Dr. Diane Wolf, Assistant Superintendent of
Curriculum and Instruction, was inducted
into the 2019 Steve and Sandi Adams Legacy
Hall of Fame at Illinois State University.
On behalf of District 87, Director of Food
Service Julie McCoy accepted the
Community Partner Award from the
American Democracy Project. This was
awarded due to the district's strong
relationship with ISU's College of Education
and other community collaborations.

Green Ribbon School District
District 87 is the only district in the state and
one of 14 in the country to be named a 2019
U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon
School District Sustainability Awardee! D87
earned this recognition due to our continuous
efforts to reduce environmental impacts and
cost; improve the health and wellness of
schools, students and staff; and provide
effective environmental and sustainability
education. It's great to be green and it's great to
be in District 87!

Once a Raider, Always a Raider

When the bell rang on the last day of school at BHS, over 500 students stuck
around to experience the school's first "Lights on at BHS" event. Teachers
Brandon Thornton and Alyssa Scott came up with the idea - wanting to
create a fun environment for students to learn more about summer offerings
in the community while enjoying free food, prizes, games, haircuts and
manicures. We have nearly 30 groups and community agencies to thank for
creating a fun, safe environment for our Raiders as summer break kicks off!

Congratulations, class of 2019!
Hundreds of Raiders entered the community as BHS graduates over
Memorial Day weekend. We're proud of these students and excited to see
the impact they have on the world as young adults!

Mark your calendar
July 8-12 — Raiders 101, 8 a.m. to noon at BHS
Aug. 8 — Freshmen Connection, 6-7:30 pm
at BHS, click here for details
Aug. 13 — Back 2 School Alliance Party, 12-5
pm at Grossinger Arena, by invitation only,
contact your school for information
Aug. 19 — First Day of School
For a full list of D87 summer programs, click
here
Visit District87.org for more events and
information

Follow us!
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#GreatToBeInD87
Do you know a teacher, student or alumni with an interesting story
related to District 87? Email Julia at perezj@district87.org.

