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Message from Mr. LaFrance
Dear families and friends,
Happy 2020! While we have been on our Winter Break the past two weeks, I
hope you have had a chance to connect with your children more. This was our
conversation as I met with a small group of friends recently. The break allowed
us to spend more time as a family to have fun, make memories, and, as always,
there was a healthy dose of conflicts amongst us all.
As parents/caregivers, we all have opportunities to grow. I recently started
reading a book about family first and it reminded me that our most important
job can be parenting our children. We can’t leave it to chance or let their
friends teach them. We need to be intentional in equipping our kids. This means
taking whatever moments we have to have conversations about the right way
and the wrong way.
This month, we are focusing on respecting adults. In a time where it is
glamorized to make fun of others or not listen to the direction of adults. We are
taking an intentional step to model the importance and value in respecting all
adults, no matter their position in our school. As adults, we also have to model
this value that we want to raise up in our children.
What ways are we modeling our interactions with others? What about if we
disagree? Are we able to respectfully disagree?
This month, we are focusing on the importance of respect. Join us in talking with
our children about the Golden Rule. “Do unto others as you would have them
do unto you.”
I have a few reminders for you as we start a new semester:





Bedtime routines and getting enough sleep are very important for
academic success and good behavior
Dress appropriately for cold weather (hats, gloves, etc.)
Take the 5Essentials survey: https://survey.5-essentials.org/Illinois/
If your student will be absent from school, please either call the Oakland
office at 309-662-4302 or email us at oaklandattendance@district87.org

I am looking forward to a great second semester!
Mr. LaFrance
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Hoot at Home

January’s golden ticket target is all about RESPECT. This month we have a
booster activity and video designed to help them understand how to show, give,
and earn respect both at home and at school. We hope you read about the ‘7
Ways to Show Respect” listed below and start to incorporate some of these ideas
with your children at home.

Dine to Donate

Dine to Donate
Tuesday, February 25th

Dine to Donate at Dairy Queen is Tuesday,
February 25th!

Mark Your Calendar

Mark Your
Calendars
February
Feb. 6 – PTO Meeting at 6:30
Feb. 17 – President’s Day – No school
Feb. 27 – Multi-Cultural Fair
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Library

Nurse’s Corner

Library News
From Mrs. Martin
Season's Reading Reminder
We hope students had a wonderful time
reading all their library books over break.
Please return books to the LMC ASAP. If you
have lost or damaged a book please
contact Mrs. Martin.
Book Celebration Sign Up
Information about Oakland’s Book
Celebration program has been sent home.
Please return the bottom portion if you wish
to participate this year!
Volunteers
A HUGE thank you to all the LMC volunteers.
The Oakland library appreciates every little
thing they do. We are especially thankful for
the extra hands that helped reshelf a few
thousand books!
Battle of the Books
Just a reminder that all applications are due
on Thursday, January 9th. Students will be
notified on Friday, January 10th if they have
been selected to join the team!

PTO News

PTO News
Oakland Elementary
There is no PTO meeting in January, please
join us at our next meeting on February 6th.
If you have any gently used Oakland Spirit
Wear that you or your children don’t wear
anymore, you can donate to the school.
Read-a-Thon will start on January 10!

Attendance Matters: School success goes hand in
hand with good attendance.
All kindergartners and second graders are
required to turn in a dental exam to school nurse
by May 15th, 2020.
 I encourage all 5th grade parents to
schedule your appointment for your 6th
grade school physical and immunizations.
Every child entering 6th grade will need
these before starting school in the fall.
 Students who have a fever of 100 degrees
or above, diarrhea, a contagious rash or
illness, or vomiting should not attend school.
They should be free of the illness or
condition for 24 hours before returning to
school.
 Medications (even over the counter
medications like: Tylenol, Tums, cough
drops, and throat lozenges) a child takes
during the day at school must be ordered
by a physician. Forms are available online
or at school. Parents may come to school
at any time to administer medication
without a doctor’s order. Encourage your
children to wash their hands often,
especially before eating, and anytime they
cough or sneeze into their hands.
 Lastly, as weather turns colder, please be
sure your child is dressed appropriately for
the weather. Remember, students go
outside for 20 minutes every day the wind
chill is 20 degrees or warmer. They will need
a warm coat, hat, and gloves/mittens to
protect them from the cold. If your child
needs any of these items, please let me
know, I do have a few extras.
 If you have, any questions please feel free
to call or email me, Nurse Colleen
 309-662-4302 or spaniolc@district87.org
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Transportation Reminders
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January Calendar

January 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

WINTER BREAK
–
NO SCHOOL

WINTER
BREAK –
NO
SCHOOL

WINTER BREAK
–
NO SCHOOL

WINTER
BREAK –
NO
SCHOOL

WINTER
BREAK –
NO
SCHOOL

6

7

8

9

10

13
MAP
TESTING

14
MAP
TESTING

15
MAP
TESTING

16
MAP
TESTING

17
MAP
TESTING

20

21

22

23

24

NO SCHOOLMartin Luther
King Jr. Day

Frozen
theme
lunch ~
Kristoff
(Mac &
cheese),
Olaf carrot
noses, and
snow
blueberries

27

28

29

30

31

Saturday

School
Improvement
Day - No
School
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January School Lunch Menu
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