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FALL SPOTLIGHT
BACC ALUMNI NEWS:

CALENDAR:

Oct. 8 - Parent Teacher
Conferences (No
Students)
Oct. 11 - Non
Attendance day (No
School)
Nov. 9th - Prospective
Students Open House
Sam Leman Ford donated a 2013 Ford Fiesta to the
Nov. 24-26 -

Automotive program! We are so excited to see several BACC

Thanksgiving Break (No

Automotive Graduates currently working at Sam Leman

School)

Ford, while continuing to support the BACC program during
their professional careers.

Today's Students, Tomorrow's
Automotive Graduates pictured: Dylan (2019), Pablo (2020),

Professionals

Jaci (2020), and Tony (2019).

Did you know?
214 students earned dual credit through BACC programs in 2020-2021
Those dual credits totaled to: 1,277 credit hours, with a value of $223,258

2019 BACC Graphic Design and Video Production
Graduate Na'Shya Johnson has taken the skills she
learned in her BACC program and turned it into a
business, Broken Baby Apparel.
Broken Baby Apparel was created to help bring
awareness to childhood trauma and depression, two
things that Johnson personally struggles with. With
Johnson's business booming she is currently in the
process of opening her own store in Fort Meyers,
Florida.

BACC ALUMNI NEWS:

Three former students stopped in during
Parent Open House Night on September
1st. All three of these former students
participated in our Computer
Technology and Networking Program for
two years.
Michael Saul (Olympia Class of 2020)
and Zach Wood (Olympia Class of 2020)
work for Mahomet-Seymour School
District. Hunter Gabor (Normal
Community Class of 2019) works for Unit
5 School District.
All three credited their BACC program
with helping them learn about repairing
computers, problem-solving, learning
about network switches, patch panels
and the "real-world" experience from
working with District 87 technicians
while in the program.

FROM THE DIRECTOR:

Welcome to the Bloomington Area Career Center (BACC)! This school year finds us with over
620 students from 17 schools in our 15 different Career and Technical Education programs.
We are thrilled that your son or daughter has joined us this year. We continue to have
satellite programs at Hairmasters Institute of Cosmetology, Heartland Community College,
and Tri-Valley High School. In addition, we have a new program at the Laborers' training
facility in Stanford. We are excited to offer student opportunities on these campuses, as
well as our main BACC campus at Bloomington High School.
We continue to offer your student a variety of opportunities, from Dual Credit to Industry
Recognized Certifications/Credentials. These opportunities are valuable as students set
their goals for the remainder of high school and beyond. In addition, we continue to work to
build your students skill base and help them network with local employers and
postsecondary institutions.
Throughout the year I encourage you ask your son or daughter for updates on what he or
she is doing in class. Beyond the technical we provide, we plan to continue to provide
various opportunities, such as building job readiness skills with resume and interviewing
workshops. Job shadowing opportunities and membership in SkillsUSA will also be available
to students. SkillsUSA is a co-curricular opportunity that allows students to compete
against other students in the state in their training area, while also providing students with
leadership training.
Information regarding opportunities being offered at BACC will be made available to your
student through their classroom teacher. In addition, our website
(https://www.district87.org/bacc) also contains information about our programs and the
various opportunities we offer. Bloomington Area Career Center is also found on Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, and Snapchat- look us up and follow us to see the latest in classroom
activities and opportunities we are offering.
I encourage you to keep in contact with us throughout the school year, especially with your
son or daughter's classroom teacher. Generally, email is the easiest way to contact our
teachers. Links can be found on our website for all of our instructors. We look forward to
providing a unique and challenging experience for your student.
Tom Frazier, Director

NEW CLASS BEING OFFERED IN 2022-23:
Trades and Manufacturing

BACC will be offering a new program in 2022-23, Trades and Manufacturing. The course is
designed to introduce and train students with skills and information needed by local trades
and manufacturing organizations and companies in Central Illinois. The program will be
offered during our first section, 7:30-9:14, for juniors and seniors. Students will need their
own transportation, as the program will include many training opportunities at our local
partners' places of business.
On specific days and weeks, students will meet at a local partner site and tour facilities,
learn of employment opportunities, and be trained by industry experts. In addition,
students will be introduced to their human resource personnel and learn how to access
employment. Currently, we have the following manufacturers willing to host our students at
their site, for up to two weeks each: Brandt, Evergreen FS, Rivian, Bridgestone/Firestone,
Core 3, RB White, and G3 Manufacturing. In addition, the following trade unions will be
cooperatively training our students; Plumbers and Pipefitters, Electrical, Carpenters, and
Laborers.
Students interested in the program will need to apply to BACC and then will be contacted
for interviews and to complete additional application pieces.

STUDENT SERVICES:

Hello BACC parents and students. My name is Peggy Arbuckle, and I would like to introduce
myself as the Student Services Coordinator for the BACC. There are many opportunities that
await your students here at the Center. Each month, one second year student is selected to
be the BACC Normal Rotary Student of the Month. This student attends the Normal Rotary
meetings and is eligible for a scholarship at the end of the year.
Another opportunity for students is to be part of the National Technical Honor Society. This
is an organization that honors outstanding student achievement in the Career and Technical
Education fields. Students are nominated by their BACC teachers and then evaluated by a
membership panel. Induction takes place second semester. Students can also develop
leadership skills by joining our Student Ambassador Team. Student Ambassadors are the face
of Bloomington Area Career Center. Many classes have the opportunity to earn dual credit
through Heartland Community College, Illinois Central College, and Joliet Junior College.
The Student Services office also oversees the management of IEP's and accommodations at
the center. We will meet with students who need extra help understanding and studying
their course material. We also work with the instructors and home schools to meet those
needs. Please feel free to contact me during your student's training at the Bloomington Area
Career Center to further your student's success.
Mrs. Peggy Arbuckle-Career Services Coordinator Ex. 5183 or arbucklep@district87.org

My name is Nicole Meyer, and I am the Business and Community Coordinator here at the
BACC. I work with local businesses to help students get real-life experiences through field
trips, guest speakers, job shadowing and internships. I am also available to help students
apply for college, financial aid, and scholarships. This year I will continue to co-sponsor our
student organization, SkillsUSA, with Ms. White. Please feel free to contact me if you have
any questions.
Ms. Nicole Meyer-Business & Community Coordinator Ex. 5163 or meyern@district87.org

NEW FACES AT THE BACC:

Mrs. Brooks is teaching Health Careers and Medical Terminology.
Joining us after 10 years of nursing experience, she has worked in the
ER, as a travel nurse, in surgical settings, clinical, and school nursing
roles.

Welcome to the BACC Mr. Buenrostro! Mr. Buenrostro started his
career in Fire Service over 19 year ago in a program similar to the
BACC. He has joined our team teaching the EMT and Fire Science
programs.

Ms. Burns is a Fieldcrest High School and BACC alumni. After graduating high
school and completing the BACC cosmetology program, she went on to
graduate from Hairmasters Institute of Cosmetology! After 3 years of
experience in her field, Ms. Burns is now teaching Cosmetology at
Hairmasters Institute and is sharing her knowledge with our BACC
cosmetology students as their teacher!

Mr. Frantz joins the BACC this year and is teaching our Construction
Trades class. He is bringing 25 years of experience in construction
related fields to his classroom! Mr. Frantz attended the Architectural
Drafting class at the BACC while he has in high school.

Mr. Hirsch is teaching Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement. He is
joining the BACC after spending 15 years with District 87 as a School
Resource Officer. In September of 2021, Mr. Hirsch retired from the
Bloomington Police Department after 26 years of service!

Ms. Price is the Administrative Assistant to Mr. Frazier. New to the
BACC, but not District 87. She has 8 years of experience working with
the district prior to joining the BACC.

Mrs. Ortiz joins the BACC as a Vocational Education Specialist.
Her work experience is in various office environments along with
8 years of service in the Army.

UPCOMING BACC EVENTS AND REMINDERS:

PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES: OCTOBER 7TH & 8TH

Conferences will be October 7th 4:00 - 7:00 PM & October 8th 7:30- 11:00 AM & 12:30-2:30 PM. The location is 1202
E Locust St. Bloomington, IL 61701, except for the following programs:
Nurse Assisting (ICB 1702) and Health Careers & Med. Term (ICB 1704) classes that attend at Heartland Community
College Campus will be the above listed times and days but located at 1500 W. Raab Road Normal, IL 61761.
The following are by requested appointment only:
Cosmetology: Contact Ms. Burns at burnst@district87.org
Barbering: Contact Mr. Howard at howarde@district87.org
Welding at Tri-Valley: Contact Mr. Nigg at cnigg@tri-valley3.org
Welding at Heartland: Contact Mr. Metcalf at aaron.metcalf@heartland.edu
Laborers' Training: Contact Mr. Whitecotton at whitecottonb@district87.org
More information will be mailed and shared on social media regarding conference sign-ups
To request your conference appointment be held via zoom, email contactbacc@district87.org with your
appointment details, i.e: teacher's name, student's name, date, and time of appointment.

CYBERSECURITY WORKSHOP: OCTOBER 16TH

9:00AM - 11:00AM AT ISU CAMPUS, Julian Hall Room 28.
To register use this link:

https://forms.gle/57YzjGAAK4HJ8fpf8

Register by Wednesday October 13th.

PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS OPEN HOUSE: NOVEMBER 9TH

At BACC, 1202 E Locust St. Bloomington, IL 61701 from 5:30PM - 7:00PM. Come tour our classrooms and
labs. Learn about all of the programs BACC has to offer. Meet our teachers and staff members. More details
coming soon via mail and social media platforms.

2020-2021 School Year Facts
Did you know?
345 Industry Recognized Certifications were earned
39 Students were inducted into the Technical Honor Society
540 Resumes were developed
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